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Seci omnes una manet tvox, 
£t calcanda semel via lethi. 



But see a reverend form arise, 

With beclc'ning hands aiid awful eyes; 

" Where La Trappe's silent vot*ries weep^ 

** Or virgins midnight vigils keep, 

" The cloister drear, the hallow'd gloom 

'' Break the dark distance of the tomb, 

"Ahi thither, resileis rover, flee, 

** And there sxveet peace shall lodge with thct."-* 
Vain boast of frdntxc zeart and sullen care, 
Frayingy 'mid sighs and groans^ or musing in despalr. 
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THE LIBERTINES. 



CHAPTER Vlr. 

<< 'Tls ^pelïcy «od Aratagem muft <l9 
That you afFedl; and fo muft yoa refolve; 
That what you cannot, as you would, atcUeve^^ 
You muft perforoe ftccompliih as. you may." 

~ TIIÜS AMDROMICUS* 

In the firft Chapter of thls work mentïon 
has been made of the initiation of Alexb 
into the mociaftery of $t. Domintc. After 
that ceremony was performed,the perfidious 
Roderigo retired co a caftle io his pofle^n» 
and which was iicuated in New Caftile. A 
cavalier, apparently of diilinóticHi, was foon 
after received into his family ; but no per- 
fon in the houfeh<^, exeept Roderigo, 
knew any tbing concerning him, or the 
objeék of his vifit, He generally devoted 
his evenings to concemplattoh in the foli- 
tudes of the gardens which belonged to 
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the cafUe, or in fome filent walks that were 
contiguous to a ruinous chapel, at no grcat 
diftance from the walls of the edifice. He 
playcd^ exquifitely upon the ftute, and was 
a poet. The foUowing Ode was written by 
him, as he fat fequeftered in thofe gloomy 
folitudeSy mufing upon paft 'events. 

ODE 

TO C0NTEMPLATION. 



NOW ev^ning dim appears-^that much lov'd hout | 

«Of fweet tranquillity and raral eafe : 

When far afield is heard j 

The ploughman's fimple fong ; « 

And from the bean field fings the lab'ring bee, 
Warn'd homeward» by the coming ihades óf night. 

And dews that gently fall 

On ev'ry drooping fiow'r» 

'With Contemplation let me feek to dwell^ 
In wild romantic vale, or ruin dark/ 

Where the fwift-eircling bat 

Flits in the twxlight way. 

'And oft, in flieep>cote near^ the pleafing ibnnd 
Of warmng bell is heard; as Philomel» 
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In Echo's mournful haants» 
Sings her fad tale of woe. 

Or \ï by mufing mem'ry fondly led 

To poor Matilda's turf of fading flowcrs. 

Meet me in holy guife, 

O, Maid! rever'd by thofe 

Who love to flicd affcftion's hallow'd tear», 
Unmark'd at night^ when through the fleëcy claads^ 

That veil her azare fphere» 

The wan moon dimly üiincs* 

Bttt whén drear Winter faddens all the plaui. 
And by the cheerful fire^ at clofe of day^ 

I hear the bleak winds mourn^ 

Aroand my 'reed*thatcht hut ; 

The Mufe my lonely hours (hall oft beguSe: 
And thoo> fweet Maid, the willing mind Ihalt ftofe 
' With pity, meek content. 
And friendfliip's facred law. 

Aa night appears, big with the wintry (lorm# ' \ ,, . 
Then fhall thé gHmm'ring lamp> with cheering ra|^^ 

B«am o'er the neighb'ring plain> 

Or mountain's lonely fide : 

For oft poor travellers benighted ftray, 
Wide of the village path, at that dark hour, 

When not a watch-dog barka^ 

Or diftant Iheep-bell foundt. 
B % 
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Or> liiigMng OBwavd, fear the chafin't dept£r> 
Conceal'd by duAed fnow ; as tke cold blaft 

Howls through the leaflefs thorn^ 

And wlndhigs of the^fteep.. 

One evening, as he was returning to the 
cafUe from his fblitary retirement» a girl» 
appareotry the daughter of a cottager, de- 
Itvered hlm a billet, which contained the 
foUowing myflerious admonition. 

" Pwt no confidence in Roderigo's friend- 
fhïp •/ he is a villain. If you watch in the 
gallery of the great haU wben the clock 
ilrikes two, fometking may pvobably hap-, 
pen, to confirm my affertion.'* 

He prdered a fire tbat nighc to be ligbted 
in his chamber, s^nd rctired cariy to reft. 
His books alone affordcd him amufement 
until midnïght, wbtn he laid down upon 
his coucfa, and feil info a light fleep. The 
clock was ftriking two as he awoke. He 
armed himfelf with a dagger, and proceeded 
to the gallery that looked into the great 
hall. A folema ftillucis reigncd in every 
part of the caftle. As hê dcfcended into 
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the hall, the glimmering of a light at the* 
upper end óf the gallery revived his hopea, 
of difcovéring fomeching of importance. 

The light cóntinued to approach. He 
cautioufly afcehded the ftairs, and difco» 
vered old Dorinda, the houfekeeper, enter 
the myflerious chamber, with a^ba&etupon 
her left arm, and which was appai'encly filled 
with provifions, His curiofity prompted 
him to foUow her; for, as no perfon but 
Roderigo and the confeflbr were. ever per- 
mitted to enter that room, he feit an uriufual 
degree of anxiety tö difcovcr the fecret of 
the chamber. He lïftened at. the door, 
which was left a jar; and concluded, from 
the ftillnefs which prevailed in the cham- 
ber, that hc might enter it wkh fafety.' He 
gradually opened the dodr, and by the faint 
light of the morning, which (hone through 
the window,'be per<:eived the floor in many 
place$ crimfoiied wlth blood, and that the 
bed curtains and furniture, although fallen 
into total decay^ exjübited the famê marijs 
of cruel villany. The fecret was now di£* 
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Ofttcredi, Tke fteri« beforc him fufficienHf 
pC0md.bow far it wouM bc prudeftit in. him 
to remdn a domeftic of a caflb^ the retreat 
q£ tnurdoroKUs adventurers, and which, in 
all probtabüity, would one day become his 
grave. Kfc was about to quit the room, 
wheiai a t>eim . of Light darted through a 
crcvice in a door at the upper cod. He 
Idmngly approached, and, opening it^ found 
it led into a foaall pafTage, whtch communi- 
catéd with one of the itrong towers that 
Dteert; built fbf the prote&ion of the caflle. 
IncaudoUs in his inquiries, be v«itured into 
the pai&^, and bad nearly been difcövered 
by Dorinda, whorai he a^ccidentally obferved 
at the extremity» faflening a ftrong iroft 
ëoor. As (he held be« laitip up> to obfervc 
whether fhe had iècuüed it effe&ually» he 
fuddenly quitted the apartnient, and j reach* 
ang bis cfaambek: in fafety, fat doWn upon 
his couch^ overpQwered with horror, and 
the tormenting paogs of refledion. Rode** 
rigo's 'charader he had^ fince his cefidenoê 
ia the callle, found out by his dctfncftlcs 
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not to bc of the firft. confcqueftcc in the 
eflimatioQ of mankind ; tbe dreadful ap« 
pearance of the chamibcT now confirmed 
his fufpictoas. 

" But the bafket, which old Dorinda 
carrtcd, coükl not," bc exdaioacd, *^ con- 
XziDi any thiag for the fervicc of the dcad/* 

He- paced the room in wild diibrder, his 
mmd baraflèd wlib the ilrange and xinac^ 
countabliC. adventure be had met wkh, untü 
the broad day light iülumed the jaeighbofcor*^ 
ing pcomontocies rouod the cailk. He i&t 
tired to^!iieil»> aod rofe latte in the day. Si^i * 
pefting hizn to be isdi^Dfed, Rodengo 
vifited him in his cbamber; but his iqind 
was too deeply affe<Sed wiith the circuoH 
ftances he had met with, to engage in con« . 
ver&tioa irith a man, whom he fiafpefted 
to be the villanous promoter of tnufder aod 
o{^sreifion. 

He refolved, afber fome ddiberatjon, tö 
force from Doiinda the fecvet <^ the towers 
and» as tbe ciock ftrock twelfve, be eat^ 
daifDedj 
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" Twohours more muft pafs, and I will 
theoi at the hazard of my life, difcovcr the 
truth of my fufpicions." 

A voice at that inftant cried out, 

« Beware !'V 

He ftarted from his feat, and, feizing a; 
dagger which he had unfheathed, and laid 
upon the table, looked fearfully around the 
apartment; it was gloomy, and free from 
any being but hmifelf. The peafants of thé 
neighbouring village- had frequently told 
him that. fpirits had been feen in the caftle,' 
by Conraid^ the porter, who ufually took 
laudanum, to prevent thofe dreadful wan- 
derers of the night from térrifying him into 
fits> His credulity, likc poor Conrad*s, al^^ 
moft got the better of philofophy ; for cvery 
noife incr^afed the alarm which had at firft 
nearly overpowered him; and the cheerful 
blaze of a good fire alone kept him from 
iinking into a fiate of melahchöly horror. 
The cloclc at length ftruck two; when^ ré- 
gardlefs of the fupernatural warning be had 
heard, he ejctinguilh^d his lamp, and pro- 
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ceeded ta the great gallery» as before. The 
tranquil light of the moming, wbicb, the 
preceding night, illumined, as if by defigo^ 
the gloomy clumber of iniquity, was now 
obfcured by clouds» dark and big with 
ftorms. He waited for the old boufekeeper 
a fuU bour in the gallery; but every thihg 
continued buried in the fame death-Iike 
ftillncfe. He ftationed bimfelf oppofite the 
door di the myderious chamber; but no 
found whatever difturbed bis refleétions.— 
A violent ftorm (bon after broke over the 
battlements of the caftle. It (hattered the 
fuinmit of the nortb tower. The falling of 
tbe fragtnents awoke Roderigo, wholkpc in 
aj) a^oming chamber; and, ere the cavalier 
could poflibly reach bis apartment, he waa 
met by the villain, wHo was drefltd in bis, 
night gowD, and carried in bis rtgbt hand a 
naked fword. He held bis kmp up, as he 
approached tbe cavalier, and exclaimed, 

** How now ! Does this aweful thuoder 
appal your fpirits as well as mine ? I have 
QOt rcfted well tbefe tbree nigfats. Have 
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yöu been with the confeflbr ? If not, retura 
with me to him ; he will be of fervice to 

He ftarted, as if fuddenly recolleAing 
fome important circumftance; and, turn- 
ing to the cavalier, with a yawning fmile, 

** I have not," faid he, " recoyeréd a 
jovial caroulal, which 1 had aboul three- 
days ago with a travelier who flopt at the 
caftle, and muft have my fleep up; the 
ftorm may continue, if it pleafc the difpofer 
of it. I make no doubt you have ofcen feit 
the dreadful fenfations which naturally af- 
fed a ncrvous man, roufed from llumber - 
by a thunder ftorm, and the confequen*' , 
languid depreffions that follow his reco- 
very. I am ill at this moment with thém, 
and muft wiÖi you a good nighc," ^ 

The firft impreffions of terror, which- 
feized the cavalier when he faw Roderigb,' 
hadnow fublided; but, fearful his continu- 
ing long in the gallery might lead to fome 
fufpicion, he parted with him at the door of 
his chamber. The peculiar language of 
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Roderigo, his method of addrefs, and ap- 
pearance, awakened in the bofom of his 
gueft the fure conviftion of his guilt. The 
profpeA of an effpapc began now to occupy 
his attent ion« His fufpicions were too well 
fóunded, of Roderigo*s having fet fpies to 
watch his conduét; for he never left the 
caftle, without obferving fome one of the 
houfehold following him ; and to effeét his 
cfcape, without the knowledge of Roderigo, 
he thought almoft impoflible. Öne night, 
however, made defperate by his refledions, 
he left his chamber, with the pofitive in- 
tention of murdering old Conrad, the por- 
ter, as the ohly means of gaihing his liberty. 
As he pafled along the gallcry, the door of 
the myfterious chamber, he obferved, was 
open as before. Regardlefs of the fuddeh 
-trembling which inftantly feized.him, he 
cntered the apartment, and, finding his way^ 
to the iron door, defcended a rough ftone 
flair café into a paffage, which he traverfed 
with great dread and difiiculty, until he 
obfcrved fome perfon bcfore him, with a 
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lamp: It was old Dorinda. He carefuïïy 
obferved her conduft ; and, whcn flie had 
gained the extremity of the paflfage, he faw, 
as fht placed her bafket on the ground, that 
it contained a fmall wine flafk, a loaf of 
bread, and fome fruit. She afcended a few 
fteps, and unlocked a fmall door; and, as 
the threw it wide open, he difcovered, dur- 
ing the time (he defcended for her baiket, 
a female figure, with her eyes fixed upon 
the pages of a fmall book, which ftie held 
in her hand. The old beldam jclofcd the 
door, when (he entered the apartment; and 
he ^then approached near cnough lo hear 
•his name mentioned, with a deep and af- 
fcAlonate figh. Maddened with furpri(c 
and horror, he, in the firft moments óf hrs 
agitatioH, was about to ru(h into the apart- 
ment; when the door creaked upon its 
hinges, and Dorinda reappesu'ed. He fied 
f^Viftly fróm the fpot, and, fecrcting himfelf 
in an aperture of the Wall, heard her mut- 
eer, as (he paflèd byhim, 

«• Love, indeed! the dcvil fetch me, if 
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&c Ihall ever &e htm^ wiihoiac k ferves my 
purpole too/* 

In a few miniftes the pafikge was in totai 
darknefs. He found hift way to the cell, 
And rap^ed at the door» 

<« Who is there ?" exclaimed fomc per- 
fon, with a fed^e voice. 

He was unable to repiy. There was 
ibmetfaing in' the tone of it^ Chat rêminded 
him of his loft and beioved Cleanthe. He 
waited a few minutes» and raj^ed again» 
at the fame time exdaiming, 

"Cleanthe!" 

A ioiid (hriek piefced him to the Yery 
ibuL— A dreadful paufe of fome moments 
enfued.-^He liftened at the door,^nd heard 
jbme one burft into tears. 

" I cannot,'* faid he, ^ paflSbly enter 
^our prifon; but teil me who thou art, and 
jufttoe ftiall force the can-fe of y^ur con- 
finement to be explained by the tnafter of 
this abominable haunt ofSill^ny/' 

" Am I deceived," flic replied, '* if lirall 
üpon my affedtionate, my long loft love, 
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Bertram, to commifcrate, and cndeavour to 
relieve, thebarbardus treatment his Clean- 
the endures in this horrid prifon ?" 

"Almighty.God! It cannot Be. Is it 
poffible, that my Cleanthe lives ?" 

"Itis. Itis,myBertram!" (heexclaim- 
cd, with the wildeft cries of horror, . 

He liftened at the door.-^A groan only, 
at.intcryaJs, difturbed the folemn filence of 
her prifoh, Sufpefting ftie had fainted, he 
ran, raging with defpair, up the pafiage, 
uttcring the loudeft imprecations againft" 
Roderigo, aiid praying for the. interference 
of God.-— A light flione upon the diftant 
waUs of the place. 

** They are coming," he cried, as he 
daihed himfelf againft the door of the pri- 
fon 'y *^ they are coming, to drag nie from 
my love. Cleanthe, yoür barbarous perfe- 
cutors apfproach. I (hall meet death, as the 
angel of eternal happinefs, if you do not 
fuVvive me.** • ' 
-- She groaned, as ifexpiring. 

*< Thanks to mjiiGod! that groan wa$ 
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the fign ofdeath. We (hall foon meet in 
• heaven." 

. He threw himfelf on the ground, ahd 
laid for fome time in a (late of infènlibility. 
In the interim Dorinda arrived. 

" A man!'* flie cried, *^ and dead too. 
Holy father ! who can it be ? Oh Loi'd ! 
;it is the cavalier, who reiides in the caftlê* 
:Foór gentleman ; hls hands are as cold a$ 
.the paws of a dead bear. Truly, this will 
be a pretty tale for Roderigo. How I (hall 
be cuffed about for a^ month» if he khows 
that he died in this place; and how, ih the 
name of (in and mifery, (hall I be able to 
carry hiihaway?" 

She tried the falutary effed of fanninjg 
him with her mantle. He gradually recor 
vered ; and, when he perceived the bene- 
volent portrefs of the prifon (landing by his 
fide, he rofe in fury from the groundj and^ 
darting upon the hag, exclaimedj 

'* Ah ! mifcreant, you are now at my 
mcrcy; give mejnftai^tly the kcy of thac 
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duogeon^ or I wUi facrlfice you direélly to 
my fury. 

^ ^^ Merctful father t hów you gripe me ! . 
Let me teil you» Sir Bertram» I cannöt do 

«Notdokr 

^* Sir Bercram» Sir Bertram, recofleft my 
fituation^ a poinr» belplefs woman, debafed 
witb deformity; and» if Roderigo (hould 
kick me out of the cafUe» pray^ where am 
I tó find a comforter ?-~I cannot do ic^ in- 
deed» Sir Bèrtram» I cannot do it.'^ 

She was retiring-» 

^! You fltr not from this place»'' he cried». 
•* until my requeft is complied with.— — 
Trtfie whh me np longer; fbr> by the God 
abore» 1 wUl murder you» if yoü perfift in 
cefufing me admittance to my beloved Cle- 
«mber. 

" Yoor beloved Cleanthc»'* faid the old 
behdam» with a ftpUe. 

Bertram interrupted her-*" 

•' Hcre is a ring of ineftimablc raluci 
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take it : be my frlend,f and all the Weilth I 
am mafter öf (hall be yours." • ' * ^ 

Many people kliow the real propérties oi 
gold. Dörinda was ^one of thefc connoif*. 
feurs. She produced the key, arid threw 
open the door of the dungcon, t 

" I.Y/ill return," faid (he, " when I think 
it is time for you to leave the cell." 

What mind can conceive, what lan- 
guzjge exprefs, the diftrelSed fituation of 
Bertram, when he beheld his béloved Cle • 
anthe- ftretched fenfelefs on the floor ! He 
knek by her fide, and gazed upori her, in 
fpeechlcfs horror. He obfervéd her bofotn 
violently agitated. It was the efFe6t ,of re- 
turning'animatiori; but to him it appeared 
the convulfive ftruggles of the departing 
foiil. 

" She cannót live,** he^xdaimed, fallihg 
on her heek. " She cannot live. Butwewfll 
be buried in one grave, that' our dutl may 
be united in the tomb." - 

Ajs he,poifed the dagger at. his breaft, Ihe 
faintlyexclaimcd, 
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He dropped the poniard on the groond, 
Md taifed her in hts arms. Sbe redined 
her head lipon his neck» and burft inco 
tears. Tbeeffeftofagooizingforrowover- 
powered the faculty of fpeech They con- 
tiiiued for fome time ia this fitoation, until 
Bertram, [mffing her to his bolbm, ex^ 
cbamed^ 

• '* Haire yoa no ilirpicion of the caufe 
tirhich coiidemns you to confinemeiit in this 
^orriblei^aceP** 

' **^ Óh ! I am too well acquainted with 
the mbtive that induces my villahous per- 
'^fteuiör to keep me in his power. Since 
that fatal night, in which you quitted Ma** 
drid for Andalufia, I have been the vidim 
of the moft abandoned cruelties/' '; 

Here (he related to hini her un)uft con* 
finement in the prifon of the Inquifitioa» 
by Jerome, fitther of the t)rder of Sr. Do* 
ixiinic. 

** This caftle," flie continued^ ^ is the 
property of a villain, under the infhience of 
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that Inquifitor. For, whcn l fitft came 
here« I was treated with greac refpeét ; but 
on the arrivul of a borfeman, wbo brougbt 
letters for the mafter of the caftle, I wai 
tbvown into thU dungeon. I had received 
^ wDund in my lefc breaftfrooi the liand of 
Jerome, ais I refifted hls brutal violence on 
my peribn. The dampnefs of 4he Bungecm 
incréafed an inflammation which had taken 
place; and, fearfultt might enda'ager my 
itfe, I compelled Dorinda, by tears and en^ 
teaties, to reprefent my lituation to her 
maftér» She dtd fo; and 1 was inftantly 
removed to a fmall room in one of the 
towers. Hts confeflbr tbere attended me 
with mediciDe8, and every thing neceffiny 
. fer my comfort ;. iuid, when he reported tt)c 
^iffictemly recowred, I was i^ain fent back 
to this place, wfaese I have bome a long 
aod uzyuft confinement» without the hope 
^ ever regaining my^ liberty/' \ 

^ Do not defpair,'' cried Bertram. ^* ü^e 
may poffibly foon e£b& it} for I will to 
moriovrgo to Ma4rid» aod lay the wlicle 
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affair bcfore the great officers of thé lawJ 
Théy cannot refufe me their affiftancc, to 
bring this barbarous libertine and bis con- 
federates to juliice. God oirly knows the 
extent of my extreme diftrefs, when I re- 
turned to Madrid, and found your houfe 
toraily deferted. I fearched every ftreet ini 
the metropolis; I employed friends to make 
mquiries in the neighbouring provinces; I 
ranged through the fuburbs of tbe city, as 
one diftraftcd. No perfon that dwelt ncar 
you bad heard af your departure, until I 
mentidned it. I gave myfelf up to defpair, 
and the preffure of my misfortunes foon rc- 
duced me to thé ncceflity of keeping niy 
bed. Sufpefting my father to be. unac- 
quainted with my arrival» and hoping aa 
.öppörtunity, fo favourablé for a reconcilia- 
tion» woiüd not bé treated by hioi witk 
contempt* I difpatched a fervant to hls 
hpufe, with the information of iny indifpo» 
iitlon, and a pKeffing requeft that he would 
f vifit me. He returned, witJi an anfwcr froih 
lny'father*s banker, that hê hadj (bon aft^r 
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the deceaie of my mocber» iniciaced my fif^ 
ter ioco cbe co&venc of St. Cach^rine's, and 
retirèd tnto a diftant councry. Thts unex« 
peftcd evil added to my misfortiftes the 
dreadful malady of melancboly. My phy* 
iicians then advifcd me to retire imo the 
country, and unbcnd the mind from reflec- 
tion, by the dtTerfions it afforded; tbeir 
advice was fo powerfuUy feconded l^ my 
confeflbr (and wbo, from ceruin myfte» 
lious circumftances which I remarked in 
his fa^havtour, muft be the very fame friaf» 
'wbofe villany you have expef ienced) that 
I con&nted to adopt thé propoial. Rode* 
rigo was introduced to n>e by the friar, » 
a gentleman of birtb, fortune, and educa^ 
tion, and who, be faid» would willingly 
idmit me into Kis caftle (wbtch was fitu* 
ated in the mountainous part of Eftrema- 
dura, and well calculated for a temporary 
reiirement), for the fake of focicty. We 
(I pbfervcd» to the great joy of the friar) bc- 
camefriends; and, prévious to my departure 
from Madrid, I called aV the grate öf Sc 



Cathcrine'^s convent, and inqulred for my 
fifter. Th^ abbefs, informed of iiiy iarrival^ 
came to the grate, aod told me.fhe had been 
dead nfany montha* I requefted to fee her 
tomb. . . ^ 

: ** No man- ever eaters thefe walls7* öie 
repliedy and, bidding me farewel, clofed 
ihe doo^ of the grating ii> my face. ,Thc 
fituadon of my mind,at that moment, can- 
jiQt be conceivcd. I returned tp Rodcrigo's 
Jodgings, and, relating my adventure tohim^ 
in the jnoft imprcffive terms bègged that 
>e mighi inflaatly quit thecapkal: But,. 
fure^fome ang^l, that ever watchcs over the 
fatc of. the Uf^fortutiate, muft have be- 
iViend«d me, to have ib fortunately difcor 
^vered your retreat." 

. Tbey were intérrupted by a rap at the 
door. Dorinda entercd the ccUr— 

** It is almoft high morning," fhe ex- 
claimed, '* and, ere long, Róderigo will be 
ftirring. The keys of the private places in 
'the caftle I always delivered to him; the firft 
thing; therefor^you muft feparate now.". 
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** Do not tear us afunderfo foon, Dorln- 
da," faid Bcrtram. " Leave me herc until 
you Tcturn at midhight/* 
• ** By. the father of the virgin!" replied 
the hag, " tbat will 'betray us to Rode- 
rigo, and tben, Sir Bertram, you will be 
fhut tip in a prifon, and I (hall be minced 
alive fer the hungry qwIs in his "garden. 
No, no! you muft part nowj but I promifc 
to condudt you here again at twelve to 
night." . . 

They cmbraced' eacb othcr with affec- 
tionate rapturc, and, after returnihg a 
thoufand ballowed kiffes, bade adieu, u^itil 
the hour appointed by Dorinda for their 
next meeting. * - 

Bcrtram'and the o]d woman hurried from 
the paffage, anti parted at the door of his 
chamber. He laid down upon his couch, 
and tried to refrefli hitnfelf by répofe ; but 
in vain. If he ilumberéd at all, Cleanthe 
ftood before hini in herfhroud^ and, if Hé 
mufed upon his pillow, vifionary murderers 
glided before his eyes. 'He fpcnt the gréater 
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part ofihe day amongfl: tbe ruim, or in the 
moft private avenues of the garden. The 
pleafing bopes of reftoring Cicantbe to 
hl>erty, alone occupied hts thoti^ts. The 
ftrength of the cafUe» and the anaphtneoe 
of theiionieftics to Cfaeir mafter, were dii^ 
advantages wfatch he could not eafily over^ 
come; but he did «ot dcïpair. Dorinda^s 
conduót added frcfh vigour to his bopes; 
and, early in the cvening, he reiircd to his 
cbamber, and pafied away the hours ia 
rcading the pofetry and romances öf Vol- 
tairc. The caftle bell tolled eleven— 

" I would that it were twelvcP' he cx^ 
claimed, as he threw do^n his book» and 
openèd the window of his thamber. The 
móon wasjuft riiing above the moiinrtaitns, 
and, in the midft of hiseontemplations, fae 
beard bis cbamber door open. On tuming 
haftily, as he thought to welcomeDorinda» 
a i&an in complete armotir approadied 
kim»and,wayifig bis truncheon for filence» 
repcated witb marked emphafis the foUow- 
ing Unes: 
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** Unfafpcfting youth, beware! 
Traft not woman, buC with care : 
l'erfidy ^nd marder wait 
Atténdant on thy fettlcd fate. 
Prize the ftranger, prize the boar> 
That warns thee of a villain's power* 

Imcnediately the unknown diOvppeared. 
He rulhed into the gallcry with his lamp» 
but no perfon was to be fecn. The voice 
which he had heard in his chamber, and 
the appearance of the man in armour, almofl 
deterred bim from acQomp^nying Dorinda 
that night to the prifpn; but in the midft 
;o£.his deliberations (he rapped at his.door-— 
. " We muft Igfe no time " flic cried ; 
*' fpUow me diredly/'— 

The ki^ of agaiQ beholding hi$ adored 
•Cieanthe, inilandy overcame every difiiculty 
;whichliad arifen in his miod« refpeóting hU 
fa£ety»and.hejoyfuUy accom{dnied theold 
woman to the dungeon. Sbe gradually un- 
locked the door; and> when he rufhedinto 
the room, his terror and aftoniOiment are 
more eafily to be conceived than defcribeds 
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'for hc behcld Roderigo with threéöf bis 
confederales waiting bis approach. \ 

" Ah, villain!'* he exclaimed, on feeing 
Bcrtratn, '* your conduö (hall be rcwardcd 
as it defcrves." i 

They feized him, and loadcd him with 
irons^ and^ in a few minu'tes afterwards, the 
.lamp was extinguUhed, and they left him 
'in the dungeon, raving with indignant fury 
and refenttnenr. 

At the lower part of the cell was a grating 
which looked into a fubterraneous pafiage ; 
and one night as he lay flretched upon the 
floor, almoft fenfelefs with grief and defpair, 
he heard fome perfon exhorting him to 
patience and courage. He approached the 
aperture, aud difcovered it to be a domeflic 
of Roderigo's, whom he bad pfually em- 
ployed as his own fervantj from motives pf 
bumanity, the man being old and pafl the 
laborious duty of a menial fervant. 

" Had you, Sir Bertram," he cried, ** but 
obeyed my injündions, all would have been 
well. I tried to wam you of your fituacion, 
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by fecreting myfelf in your chambcr: I 
found it did not fucceed, and took aii^ 
opportunity of appearing beforé you in 
armourfor the fame purpofej hut all would 
HOÉ do.'* 

** And was it you," replied Bertram, " that 
fo adyifedly foreboded the fatal confe- 
quenccs, of trufting myfelf in Dorinda*s^ 
power ? Had you but laid afide your myf*. 
terióus habit, I (hould have attended to 
youi and been happy." 

" Oh, my. dear maftcr ! I thou^t you 
would believe a ghoft^ (boner than a fuper* 
annuated old fervant. Lord! one Ibould 
have fuppofed the blood iix the chamber you 
pafièd throughytoget tó the dungeon, would 
have frightened you out of your opinion* 
They fay that Roderigo's fifter haunts that 
chamber. Dear heart ! this is a fad place/*^ 

" Oh, Gordez! torture me no more with 
fuch terrible 'and alarming tales ; but teil 
me if you know of my Clbanthe, and 
whether you can affift me to efcape from 
the power of this villain, Roderigo ?'* 

D 2 
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«^ Oh, deariieart! Clcanthe, póor dear, i» 
cönHiiéd in a dungeon, darker and more 
d'tfmal than tbis, and nó one perfon knows 
where it is, but that old deceitful deviU 
Dorinda, and Roderigo. And as for your 
efcaping, by all the dead prophets!*'— 

«HarkJ'^ cfied Bertram> "Ihear foot- 
fleps in the piSkge. Fly inftantly, or you 
T^ill be deteéled." 

I4e threw a billet intó his prifon, and 
difappeared; Bertram had jüft fufficient 
time ió conceal it in his boforti, when the 
door opened» and fbur men entered his 
ciüflgéon* 

Hiè irons were imrfiediatdy takeh offby 
dnè of ihem, who feenied to be the leader ; 
, and, ih fpité of his cüffés and füpplications,. 
they boundhini with cotds,and, threatenihg 
hini with de^th if he continued his imptéca- 
tiohs, cóndufted him intó the court-yard 
©f tiït cAftlc; He there obferved three 
horfes and t fmall carriage in w^iting near 
tht gate; and, whilft preparations were 
making by the men for their departure. 



( 29 ) 

Roderigo appeared at a window in one of 
the towers, holding Ckanthe in bis arms— - 
. ** Thus," he exclaimed, ^* I punifh hypo- 
crify," and apparcntly ftabbed her to the 
hcart. 

Bertram at that moment feit the moft 
unfpeakable pangs of horror. He ftruggled 
to free himfelf from the power of his con- 
dudors, but in vain. They hurried him 
into the carriage, and, quitting the caftle, 
ftruck intp a wild path-way Over the moun- 
tains, wich their unfortunate and miferable 
prifoner. 

The caftle gates were fcarce clofed for 
the night, when Roderigo was awakened 
by a loud rapping at the outer gate. He 
fummoned the porter to his chamber^ and, 
inquiring the caufe of the difturbance, re- 
ceived for anfwer, that one of the nnen, who 
had the care of Bertram, was returned, and 
requefted to fee him inftantly. 

The feliow was admitted. A long and 
fccrct conference took place— 

•• Are you fure of it ?" cried Roderigo. 

» 3 ^ 



" I kfloW th^0i firell," faid the fefvant. 

" Of der winè and próvifions to bé fet beföl-è 
them," faid hé, •* and defire the confeÖTor to 
attend upon them until my appearance/' 

He turned to his efcrutoir, and took 
foitife papeïrs frbtli a fmall red leather café, 
and ékamibcd thém with profound atten- 
tion.— - 

** Thefe af^ certainly," he eried, " from 
this dèfcription of jerome's, the pèrfons 
whom he moft wiflies to deftroy. And, by 
the fellow's account, my nephew is amongft 
them. They fhall not fee the dawn of to 
toorrow, No, it fhall be done to night." 

It was the unfortuhate Don Alphorifo and 
liis party, who, frocn a preffing defire to 
teach the capital litfithout the leaft delay, 
had entered upon thé mountains too late in 
the evening to crófs them before morning; 
and, having accidentally met the gang,'con- 
*du£ting Bertram on his journey, politely 
inquired of them their neareft way to the 
firft village ; but were anfwered, that it was 
nine leagues diftant. The man mentioned 
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the caftle of Roderigo, as belng inbabited 
by Auguftine friars, and faichfully promifed 
to conduft them to it without harm or haz- 
ard; They knew the benevölent iahabitants 
of rellgioüs houfes ufually lodged travellers 
forthenlght vvithgféat hofpitility; and, not 
feeling themfelvés vety much difpofed tO 
purfue their journey> they d^efiTed tlie man 
to iead the way, promifing him a. reward, if 
he proved wopthy óf it. 

As they wcre con verfing upon different 
topics, wkh much gaiety and pleafure^ the 
confeflbr^ who was featod at the top of the 
table, fuddenly fcigiied ficknefs^ and difap»- 
peared. No perfon of the houöiold, after 
that moment, they thought would appear 
in the hall again ; for they conftandy heard 
people h^ftïly paffing up and down the 
ftairS) doors opening and üiutting in the 
<galleries» and, at intervals» loud i(npr<xa- 
tions, feemiïigly uttered by men in the exe- 
cution of fome important charge.^ 

" I fear," faid Alphohfo, " that we have 
fooledvOur lives aways thefe unufual and 
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Inhofpitable circumftances lead me to fuf- 
peé): this caftle to be the fecret haunt of 
villany." 

At that moment tbey heard ièveral voices' 
cbanting a beautiful chorus of an hymn. 
Alphonfo laid his iword upon the table, 
and, climbing up to one of the windows 
which opened into the garden, obferved, 
with agreat degree ofaftonifhment, fix men, 
accompanying a worhan who was arrayed in 
white. She carried in her right hand a wax 
taper, and, in her left, a tablet^ on which 
he jndiftinftly difcerned figures in different 
attitudes, carved above a Jong infcription. 
Tbey approached the caftle, and enter^d 
one of the towers. 

He had fcarce time to communicaté this 
ftrange and myfterious ceremony to his 
friei^ds, when the large foiding doors were 
thrown open, and the proceffibn entèred the 
hall,4>fcceded by the confeffor. The lady 
approached Clarinda, and, taking her by 
the hand, prefented her to a fat.friar, who 
introduced her to the next^ and.he to the 
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thrrd, and fo on, until ihe had received the 
holy faluution from the whole cotupany. 
The fame mode of etiquette was alfo ob« 
fenred to Alphonfo and his friends. This 
ünaccountable farce cotnpleted, the tablet 
was prefented to Alphonfo, who read aloud 
the following words» which were engravcd 
under the emblematical figures of Faith> 
Hope, and Chafity : 

^' The Auguftine friars, who inhabit this 
cafUe, are devoted tö religion, and Ihe faith^ 
ful difcharge of their duty towards their 
fellow creatures. Tlie poor are at the gate* 
of their fanftuary fupplied with food and 
réittient,tbe rich receive their benediétion» 
and the bewildered traveller a(x bofpitable 
]fl<^eptk>n, until he wifties to depart on his 
journey.'* 

The proceffion returficd fronv the hall 
the way it came^ and imtnediately lamps 
wefè brought in by Cwo female Tervants, 
and the party condofted to feparate chani- 
bers. This holy ccrcmony illaccorded with 
the blafphemous expreflions they had heard 
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uttered in the gallery. Sufpicion'was now- 
compKtely awakened in the minds of Alexo, 
Jacques/and Don Bert ram; and, as they 
were retiring to their refpedlive couches, 
Alexo obferved a paper flipt under the doof 
of the chamber. He took it up and read 
it to his friends : it containcd the following- 
words : 

" Open the door, and admit a n>an who 
is your friend ; be has fomething of impor- 



tance to communicate.'* 



They confulted upon the propriety of 
fuch a ftep, conceiving that.a party of ban-* 
ditti might ru(h in, and put them to death 
without mercy. The man rapped gently, 
and exclaimed, 

** Admit me j on my life, I am your 
friend*" 

This circumftance determined them to 
fee the ftranger who requefted fo extraor* 
dinary a meafure, It was a man wrapped 
inafoldier's cloak; and when he entered 
the chamber, puiling his hat from his brow^ 
he exclaimed. 
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" Have you no recolledion, Alexo, of 
the man who incróduced you co the jew at 
Madrid, as tutor to bis fon?'* 

" My God ! is it Pcdro ? — Thcn mifchicf 
is at hand." . 

" Not quite fo bad as that, Sir* To be 
fure, I once played you a knave's trick; hut 
I am now your friend, The man who in- 
habits this caftle is your uncle." 
: " Gracious God !"-— 

" Hear me. The fellow who conduéted 
you here is Gafpardo^ wcll known to you 
all, I have no doubt." 

The party furroundcd him. 

"Hark! "—He ftepped foftly to the^ 
door, and fecured it« 

" Rodcrigo's title to this domain is writ- 
ten with blood, Deeds of tbe'moft horrid 
nature have been committed within thefe 
walls, by thofe villains whom you faw in 
rejigious clothing. . I have a knpwiedge öf 
many^ private ^paflages in the caftle, that 
Jead into a ruinous chapel at fome diftance 
from the walls. One of them communU 
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ic$^tifs$Uh Alpbonfo^s chambcr. Wèmuft 
not tVifle away our time ; for if you do not 
quit tne caftle tbis night, you ace totaUy 
loft.** 

*' Höw are we to reach the chatnber of 
Alpliopifa, unobierved,*' (aid Alexo* 

♦* FoHow tne:; all-the inhabitants are, aC 
this moment, watching apon the towers^ 
for the approach of feveral of their compa- 
nions, whom, it isfuppofed, are overtaken 
by a band of armcd pealants." 

They quitted the cfaaniber, and, proceed- 
ing to the roon^ wherë-Ayphonfo flept, with 
uiter aftonifhment and horror, percerved it 
fecured by a padlock on the outfide. Ob- 
fefving, however, tbrough a crevice, that 
fais lamp was burning, they immediately 
apprized him of his fituatlon, and pro-» 
mifed, if no accident happened to them» 
xo cbme «by a private way to hischamber. 

•* Now,^ faid Pedro, •* wc muft makc 
« defperate efFort, and gain the holy towcr. 
Wc can from thencc get into Alphonfo's 
chamber.** 
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As t3»ey iollowed iMnniHMg ^ g^\\»fé 
they coul4 d^iüéUy porceif p digbt» ^pM 
tbe towers tkronghfibe wifsidom pC the k^Üg 
Md obfcfrcd, viMki ^« JQsr« tJnt old pflriw 
%nd JDorinda faft «fleep h^ftK^itbe fiie* 

•* AJl is méW' tirhd Ued»: ^« tbc «W» 
gwinb.iirc iiafis. lo a leir miooM m :fl»lJl 
be««*ti>fdtng!nr.!V 

end of tfae galtery, wincb led kiio » roMtt 
tbtt cooftnAinicMd w(h ihe^^^mTé JiMf 
tbeo wplored thcir WAf » in ü>tftl d«tfkneft 
througfa a winding 'paflf^c» to aikmU doitr 
tCthe fummit óf.abouc tbiity fteps. JPedro 
nipped rather loud; aad calkd ouc» ^' Al«> 
phoofor* « 

He Mfweeed» and Jnqiured.hoiv be JMS 
to bedtlivecod from bis perilfNis ficuaii(Hi# 

'« Tou miltmór ^ S^ro» 'VaifmaU 
door jmmcadiitfQiy rbeWiid tbatfpflrtiif the 
arnas wbect yott (ae Sc* Jobo's^iead oii « 
cbangpr." 

Be bad icAToe fpokeo thefe womIjs» whea 
«hey ^M^lv^ Ac light ihUie isoder fbe 
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4oar« Pedro inftantaneoufly unlocked it» 
by means of the houfekeeper^s key, which 
he had ftolcn from her Avhilft plying her 
With the beft wine in the cellar. They 
took the almoft expiring Clarinda in their 
amfis, and foilowing Pedro» through feveral 
fubterraneous pafiages, arrived, without 
dlfcoveryj at the outlet. As the mornirig 
was on the point of breaking^ Pedro, when 
they entered thé ruinsy extinguiflhed the 
lamp. He then defired them, with a pecu^ 
Itar degree^ earneftnefs, not to ftir from 
the fpotuntil his return* 
i "Return!" faid Alphonfo : "whgt! do 
you meantodefert usf", .. 

^* NO) no i the mules, I expcft, are ready 
ikddted in an adjxuning valley. A confi* 
dential friend is ftationed there with them» 
buc, for what purpofe, he knows not." 

After repeatedaflurances of bis fidelity, 
they fuffered him to depart. During his 
abfence, thofe tedious moments we're wafted 
by the travellers with a degree of dreadful 
apprehenfioD} for P^dro^s cbaraéter was 
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#eK known to Alexo» and hls foleoin 
proteftation of friendihip and integrity 'ap- 
peared ta hifm only as a veilto cover his 
rafcality. Théir fears, however, wcrc foóa 
diflïpated ; for the fèUow arrive^ pundually 
to his time> with three mules equipped for 
a journey. . They inftantiy i^oiinted th* 
antmals^ and» . in a few min(Ut^ gatn^ an 
open plabi^ As they rode funoufly along 
Öic wafte, they öbfcrvcd the light of torches 
continually flafhing through the windoWS 
of the chambers and towers of thecaftle* i 

" Wc have jufi efcaped it,'* crUd Podro; 
•• the ftorm is^rewing ; lights appear every 
Tvhere in the cafiie : this way, gentlenten» 
this way/* 

He ilruck into a be^en path-way, whick 
they fpund kd to the high road. The 
viUage fteeple föon appeared; aad, beföift 
the fun had" rtfen above the futnmk of the 
mountains,^ they aligbted at a fniall inm^ 
liear the, entrance of the. hamlet» 

They contmued the^e but a fiifficieilt 
time to refrelh the beafts and thenlfclyesy 
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wiih all poifible difpaich w Nfodrid. 

They hftdy m tfeeiv wajF to^ ckeiv hdtel, to 
pt& d>e tnontfftery of St. Döminic« The 
t^per beti was tolting; whea tbey arnvc4 
iü ^ghr of ir; and, at diey paiTed the gate^ 
'Clarinda, feizeè nitb ft fuddea borroi^ 
caught hokt of Ali>faonla^ and hvae& inca 
ctar^. Tbey' obfcrved» whh lodTignation^ 
ft^eral fan&i6ed prieAs upon their kaces^ 
in tfc« porcb, before a wo€Ndeii image, pro* 
babi/ (hac of Sc. Ddminic, wbdfir blafpbe* 
fooM viUafiies fiirft produeed the exwrable 
taAiiiióofi of fhc Inq^ifttiofi. 

Softif day» efapfed bdbre they ventured 
abroad; during whlch time they fadsfied 
ibemTelrr» as fo thé readtry of the procla* 
matioii cbey bad ket^ upon the rood. Thêy 
Ibaiid if pofted \n the pubHc places at Ma- 
drid, ai)d tearoed rhac it wa& formaUy rcad 
M (^e ftfeets by tbe officers tmder the crown, 

The drcfadful ravages of time are never 
Ife fairhfully obferred by ony perfon, as by 
him« who returns» after an abfence» to thé 
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place of his nativity. Alphonib found manj 
cf bis beft friends in their graves» and otbers 
icatteredy.by a variety of caufes, in diftant 
parts of the world ; the few» however^ that 
remained^ welcomed bim home with the 
moft heartfek congratulatioos» and pro*- 
^fed him tbeir intereft, and pevfonal aflid-^ 
ance, to procure» if poilible, redrefs for the 
unwarraiitable injuries he had fu&red» 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



*' Mcll; from her gulph profbund^ 
Roafts At thine approtch; and, all aronnd, 
. Her dreadftil nocet of prcpatadon fiwnd." 

MAStlf» 



AL.THOUGH Jerotne triumphed in 
iniquity» without a rivaJ, his mind became 
the prey of the mofl tormeottng forrows. 
He found no comfort in religious refiec*- 
tions; for, having mocked.aad defpifed 
tbtm in bis heart, they afforded him no 
conlblation in thofe hours, wben the mind» 
weary of fublunary pleafures, feeks to re* 
pofe itfelf in the anticipation of comforts 
beyond the grave« 

Somecime3 he would leave his cell, . at 
the hour of midnight» and wander in foli* 
taryand unfrequented walks. Sometimes 
he would meditate amongft the tombs in 
the barying ground of hu CÖnmnt} bnti 
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in contemplating thofc awful monumencs 
of our mutability, he was foon unufuailjr 
overpowered by the piercing (cnfations of 
horror. The (hades of the niany vi£lims to 
liis cruelty glided before his eyes, as he 
paced, wich unhallowed fteps, the conie- 
crated earth. Hb confequence, his power, 
his authority» foon becatne the fubjeft of 
general contempt atnongft thoiè who before 
trembled at his word : fór, when intellt» 
gence was received at St Catberine'^ of 
BiiTare's deacb, a iifter frotn a convent in a 
provincial town was appoioted tQ^ftscceed 
her In the office of lady priorefs; ^M» a few 
nights after (he was inftalled, théHinfortu- 
nate Aniantha came to the gatésof the 
priory, and demanded admittance; her ftèi y 
' beiflg told^ Ihe was inftantly received under 
the prote£tion of thia abbefs, whofè piety 
• and benevolence endeared her to bli the 
fifterhood of her own mohaftery» and to 
dK>fe who knew her without the wall& ' 

Jérome wat then, for the firft time, pofi- 
'Cively deaicd admittance into t&e «Injirót 
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of ?t. Catherine*s> and the nsönks of his 
owit order gave him to underftand, by prU 
«Tate marks of conterapt, thac they only 
twaited for a favóurable opportunkyi tQ 
banUh bim from tbe fe<ft wich infaiiay and 
■difgracer 

♦* Arn 1,'* he would cry, ** to be tnadè 
theTport of female ar/oga^iice, aiid monkifli 
indifibrence ? Is friendlhip to be eftimated 
^nly in proportion as we extend influence 
.and authority ? Have I Itved to be deferted 
by the fycophants that fo late revered xht 
very earth I trod üpon ? They Ihall find 
.me qüick to feèl tbeir fcorn, and fevere in 
-my revenge.'* 

One evening, as he &t at the if indow^ 
obferving the ftm . bestutifolly illume the 
. havens, a man from the prifon rapped ac 
his door, and brought him informatiop, 
that fome uAknown.rgentlemen had been 
i at.tbe couAqI chamber -fevetal time$; and 
rpecial confereoces» in confequenee of tb^ir 
appearaacé, werê held contiiiuaUy amongil 
ihe lnquifitoii5« :.'".. i 
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♦• TUerc is a fcllcw,** £iid tie rufiiarii 
^^whofe name is Fedro, and he (ays hé 
kaows you, and fends bis tefpe&s to you/^ 

*' Dam» bicn !'* exclaimed Jerome, with 
j^ wtM tcrriik ftare : *^ bad cbe devtl buc 
btea in pofièffion of tbat villain's foiri, I 
AüHifd have triumph<d over the malice cf 
my enemies» I atn totally loll : he knowt 
my dMurafter weH. Go back co the pri- 
fon, and waidk the condud of the officer»} 
procure, if poffible, inielligence, as 10 
dicHT proceediogs> through the means of the 
iêcrefary ; he ia noc proef againft bribery— * 
and you (hall noc fai) co be rewarded : kx>k, 
co what I command* Sincerity bas been 
uniformly difphiyed ia yow condud ; de» 
ferc ie noc ac this critical périod. Go» and 
remember, I have beea your friend/* 

The ruflhn retircd. 

** Thi$ is cbe cime/* cried the monk» 
** when cbe fecrets of my heart invotve me 
ia the deepeft horrors of refleftion. Nature 
feems to be entbralled with one cold and 
icy cbaio, thac binds me co anticipacioa and 
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dü^refe» I ca»DOt qpi% this fcene oF thifer^ ^ 
IHy.fleps are\watehed: the viJlain^ Pedro 
hu^ts me Ifom %hc abode of men. If the 
circumfiances, related by theaifaflifl, (hould 
prove true, (hall I fuf&p myfelf to b« ex^ 
hibited at the aula.du fiy a aiarcyr to the 
vengeance of at> Inqaifitorial Judge ^ No. 
:Sooner £haU {bmefaialdrug^clofe thefe eyes 
in endief^ obUvion» thanthe laft moments 
f^ my life be devoted ta public penance 
upan the fcaffofd^'*; . 
. Hcre fomc per(bn rapped loudly at hi^ 
jdoof*^ He cautioufly inquired who was 
ihere ; and finding u to be the ruffian> from 
the Inquifition^ admitted him* 
. " Ofal it i« aU over wich you> ' exclaimed 
ithe man. "Orjdcrs-.arc iflucd, ta exa* 
mine the fecrtc celU and hiding places 
of your convent and Sc. Catherine^s» suid 
I'fear you ace thie principal objedt tbey are 
in.fearch of.'* 

.. ." They (hall have me/* cried the friao^ 
/ipdignantly ; *' but not to hold me up to* 
:pubUc kotn^ or toscure me ac the.peacefviL 
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bouf of death with flames and exhor tUtlons. 
You have fenfibly obligcd me," he cried, 
and threw a large purfe of valuables upon 
the ground, ^' Leave me^ and keep your- 
council." ' 

At that inftant the potter of the conveht 
entered fais cell, anddelivered him a billet, 
whicb, he faid, was left at the gate, by a* 
youth of about fifteen. 

No èxpreflions can paint his horror and' 
confufion when he read the folIowin|^ 
words: 

*' Jcrome, Alexo is in Madrid. Aithoögh 
the death of the unfortunate Francis has 
deprived him of the means co brrng before 
tbc ftate 'Inquifitors teftimonies of yöur 
guilt, which nhift have kevitably doofned^ 
you co death, yet no opportunity will be 
jk)ftto<efieait; 

*• The time tsxorae,^* cried the terrified 
firiar, '^ when coi^ffion may adminifter 
•comfort to my finking fpirits. He fat 
down abd wrote the fblipwing letter : : ^ 
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•« TO V&ü MBDiLLA BE GRA90, GRAN» 

iK&uisixoa. 
^* This leKer.c0ntatt>s the private icoii^ 
fdËOM ofA man^ wbofe li& has been devottd 
' co the blackeft of hu man villanies. Murdcr, 
robbecy, and debaucbery, have conftituted 
the chief pa«c of his ftudtts. The ^rèd 
altar haslïeeti prophaned^ vows viola;ted»And 
the confecrated tombd of (aints convertcd 
into doDgeoflis fi»r the utiéitins of fats trea* 
chery. He hts heen taiight hy.hisTeligtoo» 
tohold, as a facred faét^the certainty of falva* 
tbn^ if abfolutioü couid bc adminiftered to 
ti>e dying, before the foutdeparted from tfafe 
body; and if penitence ean isow (heiter faioEi 
Irom the vengeance of hk God, bow glorious 
was the hour wben firft heimbibed ks.eon* 
«tliating and adored preceptsl He relies 
upon the faith of the Catholkxreed for f bc 
mercy of his God. He implores that for* 
^rveneft of fins» whichinaniind.ace taughc 
1D expcft fram cootritiom The «igbc is 
&r (pent, aad he (huddecs atrtherapproael» y 
of day i £ar^ artfastüun»» yoo wiEdfiod 'hm 
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Tjody; but the foul wiU.be prccijpitatcd fnto 
^terniiy. 
. " Obfcrve, and ^xccute, the following 
commands : 

»' CONFESSIOMS. 

•. " The bcautifuland once beloved Cleattf 
the, daughter of Don Alpbonfo de Berida^ 
vthoié death has been generally admictedi^is 
^live, Yesl Ihe lives, to triumph at the 
fall of her enemy, hepbctrayer, her dcluded: 
j)erfecutor. -G^ktmétLis Conünod in acaftle^. 
the.property of one Roderigo, uncle to 
Alexo, formerly a monk of my own order» 
ajid which ftands in a valley.near a range o£ 
fliountains that are cpntiguous to tlie.towit> 
of Meides» in old Caftile*. Let the öwner 
bc feizedi^and queflioned conceming faer^ 
if he refufes to deliver her np tp the oiScers^ 
of jufticej let a female, of a low (latyre> and^ 
4efarme^» be thceatened witb the cackj and 
(be will ioftantly difcover the place of her^ 
conceal ment. Her mother baslefcaped from 
my pofleifion, and her reto^at.has not yat! 
^een difcovered. Her father is in exilc." 

VOL II, F 
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« " Amantha, whom I purpofed, with the 
affiftance of De Carros, to murder in the 
chapel of St. Dominic^ is now living whh 
the abbefs of St. Catherine*s." 

The clock ftruck the hour of twelvei 
The pen dropped frona his hand. He 
llarted from'his feat. 

" What is this,** hè crièd "that thus- 
appals my finking fpirits? Are the yifita- 
tions of heil to be etidured here and here« 
aftcr?— OhGod!" 

^ He preffed the crucifix to his lips j biit 
that holy talifman failed in the eflfed. lts 
power, in reftoring comfort to the wretched,- 
was now no longer acknowledged. He 
da(faed it on the floor, and turned to finilh 
his coofelSions; but, obferving in the fky 
ftreaks of light that foretold the approach 
ofmorn» 

" I muft away," he exclaimed, ^ and 
procure the means to faVe me from a public 
exhibition. My celi muft be my grave« 
I cannot rcft. The torments of heil fur- 
round me, The very air ieems infefted. 
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as 1 bTeathe ; and nature groans beneath 
the load of my infamy. To morrow-— great 
God ! — to morrow— and I (hall difcover 
the awful myftery of eternity !'* 

As he was haftily proceeding through the 
cloiflers^ to the elaboratory, for a medicine» 

'• To root out the written troubles of the brain,** 
fwo men, habited as Alguazils^ feized him 
by the throat, and daflied him on tht 
ground. He ftruggled, but in vain. They 
bound him with cords, and conveyed him 
to a dungeon, in the fatal prifon, where he 
had fo often exhibited his villany and 
deipotic authority. 

The next night he was led to the private 
jcrdgment hall, and examined at the tribu» 
nal. He there obferved one of the InquU 
fitors» who condemned Biflare, fitting ia 
jüdgmént üpon him. He ordered four 
perfons, who were (landing in a circlé at 
the extremicy of the apartment, to advance. 
They approached ; and, when the monkper» 
ceived they were his accufers» when he faw 
t]ie iU-fated Clarinda, with Ale^o, (tandiog^ 

F 2 
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befotc him, in perfon, he fhuddered, witli 
iigns of the decpeft horror 5 and,, lifting up- 
his eyes to hearen, he exclaimed,^ 

« God.be merciful!"^ 

As they were proceeding to put fonie 
queftions to him, two ofHcers, who had 
been fent.tp fearch his cell, arrived in the 
judgment hall, and produced the paper^ 
containing his unfini(hed confeflion. 

As the fecretary read the firft, Clarind^ 
|luieked aloud, and funk li&lefs upon the 
Root. Terror and confufion reigned in the 
}3ofon;> of every one prefent* He was re^ 
manded to his dungeon. And, as he pafre(| 
back to his prifon, he was reviled, and 
jalmoft ftruck at, by the torturers, whonx 
he had fo often employed, and fo liberally 
fewarded, for ads of villany. 
• i " Sic trartfit gloria mundi." 

When Pedro heard of the confefEon of 
Jeronae, he recolleéled that a lady wa& 
brcnight^-at midnight, ro the caftle of Ro*- 
idetigö, upon the mountainsi bui no oite 
£ver could difcover whac beeame of her. 
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pfKcers, wlth a. party of foldicrs, wcre diP- 
patched, attended by Alphonfo and Alexo, 
to furprife the caftle, and feize the domef- 
tics, wiih their maftcr* 

Pedra, accompanying them as a guide» 
rode furioully before them. It was late at 
, liight before they arrived at the valleyj and, 
on reaching the gate of the caftle, they 
found it open, and the place totallydeferted. 
They entercd the hall,» and ranged over the 
edifice with caution, fearching every part 
with thegreateftflridnefs; but nohumaa 
being was found. As they were proceedin^ 
to examine the ruins, near the fpot, by the 
ligbt of their torches, they difcovèred a 
woman turn fwifdy into a folitary avenue* 

" There is the old beldam/* faid Pedro, 
^^ that managed the affairs of the houfhold, 
at the caftle, and whoni, if you recollèft^ 
we faw ileeping before the fire in thé hall,, 
with old Conrad, the pbrter." 

They inftantly purfued her, and, before 
fhe could efcape, came up wich her. 

^3 
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«*AhJ bySt.Dcnnw,*' €ricdPcdro,"yoa 
^fe like)y-ta meet livich d feward fbr all your 
tricks noV(f. Ccme^ come ! no wbining ^ 
go with us to the ca{lle i we wam a little inr 
fprmatioD^ whidh) I have no doubt, you 
can glve us.** 

She was hurried into the great hall, and^ 
«pon examinatiod, declared, that the cava^ 
liers» hér maftersi had been apprized, by 
aruffian fironi Madrid, of Jeronne's critical 
iituation; and, knowiog ibat be could dif^ 
cover the place of their retreat, they had 
lied away, and kft only her behind. 
. ** Bur," faid Alphonfo, *' in what fecrct 
place is the lady confined^ that was brought 
liere fome time back, about midnight, by 
two ruffiahs, habited as offlcers of the In-* 
quifition ?'* 

, *^ Come, comeP* cried Pcdrp, taking a 
piftoLfrom his belt, <^ be qutck in anfwering 
that queftiön; or dread the con(êquence!** 
. The öld woman immediately funk upön 
her knees, and exdaimed, .In tiie«greateft 
agitation, . -' 
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: ** Spare my lifc ! fpare my life ! and I wiU 
€ondu& yoö direéUy ta h^r prifon>?' . 
. Thisxhey promifcd, and flie led thcm to 
ihe ruins; when» afcer traverdag a yariecy 
.of fubterrancous pafi'^gesi cbey arrived at a 
fmall towcr, whcre they found Cleanthe» 
ftre^ched upon a bed of ftraw, in the moft 
«lelancboly ftatc of eatiftence. 
. . The feelings of Alpbon fo overcarniet bin>^ 
and he fwooned in tbe arms. of a foldiei'. 

The unfortunate viólim of villany was 
laken from her dungeoni and conveytd to* 
the hall of tbc caftle,^ Where a fire was 
ligbted» and the wretched girl informed 
that (be. was reftored to bberty^ aad tbie 
protediön of her father. 

Shc fixed her eyes upon her furrquading 
frieüds^ witb a terrific glare; and, whe^ 
Alpbonfo called her by name, fh^ (tarted 
from her feat^ and, fupporting berfelf 
Hgainft tbe wal]> exclalmed, in the voice of 
wild and difconfolate ffenzy-^ 
. ** And do ypu tfaink» by artifice fo (hal«* 
low, to convey nfa back to that hetliih mpo 
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ffer, Jerome? Whyamlto be diftraftccf 
with a repeticioQ' of Uk that never ean be 
rooted frotn my memory ? Oh! let me re- 
lurn to my dungeom and make that bed 
of ftraw my grave. I am wcary of my life. 
Bercram is dead; and I would that I were 
taid by hvs (ide : for the world is fiiied with' 
TÜlains f His ipirit has often whiipered to 
me, that, amongft the angels in* heaveh, 
I ihould live in peace and happinefs/*^ 

" Am I fo altcred,'^ (aid Alphonfo, prefT- 
ing her withered hand affedionately, *< that 
you cannot recoUeft your father ?'* 

" Father f" flie exdaimed, (huddering 
with horror^ **I have no father. Great 
God f they tore him from me, with cruelty 
and injuftice^ andnow,perhaps, he wanders 
thfough the world, friendlefs, and in beg- 
gary. Religion is a curfe upon mankind ; 
it deals in blood, The holy father, Jerome, 
murdered my mother t but (he is ia heaven^ 
and we (hould not difturb the fpirits of the 
bleft, nor fpeak of thé dead, but in prayen 
Oh, my hcad!"^ 
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' SEe burft intoa flood of tears» and (qnV 
Jüfelefs in ber father's arms. 

Whilft they were anxioufly waking hej 
fCCDvery, a foldier came in, almoft breatb- 
lefs, witb tbe intelligence, tbat the old 
Woman had difcovered the retreat of the 
Yobbers, and that bis comrades were engaged 
in a defperate conflid with theo). Tb^ 
greater.part p.f the group whïch furroiinded 
T/Vlpboafo ,ai|il his daughter Immedi^ely 
ran to their afBftancfe, whilft a few remaincd 
ïti tbe hall to proUd thena from violence. 

As they altentitely Mftened to every noi^ 
wbick entered along the galleries of th^ 
building, they perceived, througbthe gothic 
Windows^ a great light in the air. A man 
entered the hall» and cried aloud , 

*'The nprth wing of the caftle is on firet** 

They imnaediatdy hurricd^ with tbe di£- 
treflèd Alphpnfo, and his almoft expiring 
daughter, to the plain before the caftle, and 
continued watching for tbe event. of a cir- 
^umftance fo extraordinary, for fome time* 
The flames rapjdly increafed y and, icarful 
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that the robbers might be mafters of the 
field, Pedro was difpatched for the horfes 
that were fecured in the valléy. He foon 
arrived with two, rcporting that the otheis 
Bad breken loofe, and ftrayed away; 

Alphonfo feated hïs daughter, in the beft 
manner that he conld, before him, upon 
©ne, and ordered Pedro and Alexo t^ 
mounc the other, and make for the villagc 
he had eonduded them to^on their É9rmcr 
flight from^ the eaftte.- 

On their arrival' at the villagc; rcfrefhs 
ments and neceflary comforts were immcdi- 
atcly procüred for Cleanthe; and, as the 
morning ad vaneed, Pedro was difpatched 
at the head of a body of peafentry, wbo 
had been- greatly infefted with the robbers, 
under the deceitful appellation of holy 
monks of benevolence, to affift the foldiêrs. 
On their arrival at the fcene of aftion, they 
faw the caflle flil^ in flames, and, making 
for the valley, met the foldiêrs dragging 
aiong with them three rufEans, in the habiu. 
i)f friars, bound with cords. 
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•^^Halloo, tny brave fejlows!'* cried Pe- 
dro; " I have brought here a body of re- 
ferve j but I fee you have conquered thefc 
infernal fellows/* 

^* Ay^, Aye," faid cme of the foldiers, 
*' and warm work we have had toa. Where 
are the gentleman and the lady ?" 

" Oh ! they are fafe,*' anfwered Pedro. 

'' Thafs well," faid the foldier. " The 
viriains diought they were apprized of the 
caftle berng on fire, and, I xlare fay, they 
expe6t they are confumed/' 

The reft of the troops foon after made 
thcir appearancei, bearing fome of their 
wounded xiorapanioiis. 

The ruffians were conduded with great 
triumph to the village, and from thence to 
the metropoHsj and lodged ia the prifoxi of 
the capital. 

Alphonfo arrived at Madrid, by flow 
ftages, two days after the entry of the fol- 
dicrs with their prifoners. It was thought 
prudent to convey Cleanthe to the houfc of 
a frieód, untiUhe was fufiiciently recovered 
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interview with her mother would unavoid- 
ably occafion. . 

Clarinda, the inftant her hüfband entered 
the houfe, flew to meet Him, trembling, and 
pale with fear, left he (hould_ not have ac-' 
compli£hed tbe objeft of his journey. Shc 
ftarted with terror when (he fouad him 
alone,- and, eagerly ^cmbracing him, in- 
'jquired for Cleanthe ! 

^ . " Shc is fafe,"* faid Alphowlb-; "tut, fear- ' 
ful an intervie\V, fo unexpefted and dif-. 
treffing, migbt pperate with bad confe- 
quences upan her mind, not yet recovcred 
frona the «ffeft occafioned by hjer fudden 
dclivcry'fromprifon, I have procured her 
a Tefidence in a friend's houfe, for a few 
days, until her flrength will permit her to 
fee you. She is fadly altered, Clarinda!" 
vThey both were drowned in tears, whea 
Dón Bertram entered the room, accompa-: 
nied by Alexo and Aoiantha, whofe deachi 
he had fo affedionately laniented in the 
foreft ; but whom he found, from tbe con-^ 



l 6r ) 

leffions of Jcrome, to bc alivc, ind refiding 
in the convent of St. Catherine. After the 
ufual cxpreffions of joy for each other's 
good fortune were over, Amantha» at thé 
requeft of Clarmda, accompanied her hu{^ 
band tö the houlb where Cleanthe refided, 
^nd attended upon her utitil fhe was fuffi*' 
cicntly rccovered to fee her mother. 

This interview, foon after, took place. 
A fcene of more affeéting forrow cannot be 
conccived. The mother, drowned in tears» 
fupporting her almoft expiring daughter; 
the father, as if infpired by the agqnies of 
grief, offering to bis God the prayer of 
gratitude, for hts mer-ciful proteftion ; whilft 
the furrounding friends mingled their tears 
with thofe*of the once wretched family of 
Don Alphonfo— formed a piéture worthy 
to be illuilrated by the bold and fafci- 
nating pendl of a Rs^hael or Corregio. 

When Alexo wa« about to retire to reft, 
% meflage came from an Inquiütor, that 
a perfon, who was examining before him» 
irot. II. o 
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wtftied to fee him, upon ctMtcn that reUted 
materatly to hb iotcfcft 

He immediatdy accompanied the mef- 
^ngf r to óie tr%uoaIy and found the per- 
(oDf bdfore tbe iu<^e, co be his unde Ro- 
^erigo. 

^' You are, no doubt^^ laid the culprit, 
^^ furprübd to find me in this (ituation ; but 
W hen I teU you that I have been captain of 
a band of robbefs^ and in dofé connedioa 
tlfith Jerome, your iiiveterate enemy, for 
many yearsi, you muft caU it a mirack that 
I hawcicaped the punifliments due to my 
crimes fo k>ng« Alexo, I am perfuaded^ 
from the evidence of that rogue Pedro» my 
death k certaio. Before I am condemnedt 
therefore, by this koly tribunal (for rea^ 
ibns juftified by the co&vidioii, that I am 
teftoriog to you nothing more than your 
rigbt), I return back the dee^ of your 
eftates» entrufted to me by your Êuber 
You wiU find them valuable and unia^ 
iured/* 
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He delivered the papers to AJexo^ mê% 
preffing his babd aJSe&ionatèfy, badeliim 
a laft farewel) and che cxaminacion pro^ 
ceeded. i 

Wben this cittzens becacne acquaiilted 
with tbe circQtnft&nces of Don Alpbonfo's 
family, and the trtcks of the impious 2töd 
debauched friar, it was the topic éf conver*^ 
fat ion at eveiry table and public place of 
entertainment; the trial of Jerome waa 
looked for with a degree of antiety never 
before experienced by the public mind^ 
ftnd the curioflty to fee the unfórtunate vic« 
tims of his cruelty increafed more and more 
eyery day« At length the day arrived^ 
fihttï the hall of tbe Inquifition was to be 
opened for the trial of Jerome ; but the 
people were informed by a piroclamation, 
tbat the Hóly Inquifition» conceiving a pub^ 
lic trial to be inconfiftent with their accuf^ 
romed mode of proceeding, had tried the 
friar privaiely, and baniflied him to a coa- 
vent» atadiftance* 

^ Banifl&edr' exclaitned Alphonfo, as he 
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ftccidentally read the proclamation in ftie 
ftreets, wben he was proceédihg to the hall 
with Clarinda» as an evidence againft Je» 
jome. 

All^es wei^ upon him. He fbuddered 
for ihe confequences* A letter dropt into 
the fecret box of the Inquifition would havo 
doomed him tp a perpetual and miferable 
(fi^xifteiice in a dungeon, for fuch a fpeech. 

He retunied to his home» and confultedf 
>ipon the beft means to preferve the peace 
of his family froih the violence of future 
eccleiiaftical afibciates. He knew the me-, 
iropolis of a great nation mud unavoidabijr 
contaio the evils he wiflied to avoid -, and 
the monks, he conceived (and with truth 
and juftïce), woüld not in the leaft fuffcr 
in their reputation by the public tcftimony 
of Jcrome's immorality, from the bigoted 
prejudices in favour of their adored fup* 
porters of abfolution and remiffión of fins. 
As Jacques had accepted a commiflion in 
the army, he determined to quit the Capi- 
tal» and retiie with his family to a pateroal 
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their future days might be ipent with com-* 
fort, and uAinterrupted by the viciffitudes 
of fortune, the artful diffimulations of 
cburch and ftate, and the dattmable injuf* 
ticê of the Inquiiicton. He communicated 
his intentions to his frierid, Don Bertram». 
who refolved, without hefitation, to accoqa-* 
pany him with his daughcer, Amantha^ 
The lofs of his fon now preyed upon his ..- 
mind» to a degree» bordering almoft upon' 
melancholy; and, retiring into folitude, hè 
conceived, would be more conducive to his 
happinefs, than living amidft ihenoife and 
buftle of the metropolis. 

Wheri Alexo Jleard of this deteroiina^ 
tidA, he re^u^fted a private interview With 
Bertratft. 

It was gtanted. 

" The ftrangé^" fnid Alexo, " who fe«t 
for me tó tbtf judgftient ehariiber of the 
Inquifition, Don Beitram, ^as my uncle. 
Gfown' hoary in the exetcife.:<^ impious 
defires, he has now fallen a vidim %o itie 
G 3 
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laws of liis country* Confcious of his cer- 
tain condemnation, he returned me back 
the propcrty my father Icft me, and whicb 
he had fiolen from me by the artifice of 
forcing me into a monaftery. Amantha's 
life^as faved by me, and, fince the dif- 
cdvÈry, made by Jerome, of her retreat, ï 
have entertained an unconquerable and 
iiifledionate regard for her.'* 
*< Bertram interrupted him. 

" It is not to me, Alexo, that thefe coi^ 
feflions (hould be made, but to the objefb 
of your aifedion. To nigkc, if you wilU 
make your appearance at the houfe of AK 
phonfo; the fubjed (hall be.difcuflèd s but, 
for the prefent, we mud feparate.'* 

Alexo had fcarce taken hh kave of Ber- 
tram, when he w^ accofted by Pedro in 
the ftreet, who petitioned to become his 
faithful valet, and humble follower; ere 
the converfation was finilhed, and an anfwer 
l^iven to Pedro*s requeft, two men, dreft 
as alguazils, feized Pedro by the coUar» 
and dragged him away to prifon. Unfor-^ 
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ttinately for poor. Pedro, Rodenga, in hïs^ 
confeflions, difcovered a few tricksolfhis. 
companróns, and them too of fuch a nature, 
as procured htoi, notwithflanding all the 
intereft maée in hls favoun si public whip- 
ping in the market-placê, and bani(hmen& 
10 the gallies for life. 

The long cxpefted hour arrived," whca 
Alexo was to hear the fentence of the In- 
quifrtoriai court of matrioiony. He went 
to the houfe o( Al^phonfo^ at the hour ap« 
pointed, and, after waiting fome time in 
.the ante-cbamber, was ufliered into the 
room, where Bertram and hls daughter 
waited his appfoacb. 

'* Alexo/^ faid the Don, " I have com* 
' municated your wiQies to my Amantha» 
and (he returns you love for love. Takf 
her, Alexo; and know tÏM it is to you only 
that the title to my daughter's affeftion 
belongs/* 

As foon as the neceffiiry preparati^ns 
wereready, the nuptials took place at Ma» 
drid^ and the partics» with AJphonfo and 
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his firaniiy, fct oui for their rctreat into tfec 
kingdotn of Arragon« 

The new abbefs of St. Catberine's, oir 
hteiring of Florella's ilight from the con* 
rttïXf requefted tiiat notice might be give» 
in every church and convent in the metro-' 
polis, for her to return to her order. This 
circutnilance produced an inquiry concern- 
rng the fugitive nun, and flie was difcovered 
tn the houfe of an under p^er to the In* 
quïntion, who, no doubt» held her in truft 
for the purpöfes of Jerome, but alledged^ 
in e^ufe (or his coAdudk, tbat he detained 
htt only ufttfl 2Ui opportunity (hould offer 
fox her to return in fafety to the convent^ 
She was received into tbe nunnery with 
idl pöffible tegttd by the fifterhood, and 
ji^ined ia the general joy st tbc eftabli(h»> 
ttMït of ordér^ regtdaTFoy^ and vimüf» 'm k 
Ikouiè Chat' had beet» vnk imo difg^c by 
the prophane and abandoned condi»& of 
B^are, The hónoup of confeflbv «as abo- 
4tflted^ by the imerceffion of St« Anmi vith 
the mimfter oi ftate^ and aU ioMrcöurfe 
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wiiK friars entirely cut off, as the firft ftcp 
to preferve the continence and charaftet of 
the nuns and the nunnery. 

For fome time, hówever, after Jerome*s 
bani(hment, the abbefs appeared unufually 
low and thoughtful : fhe feldom frequented 
the litde mufical parties amongft the iiftets». 
which (he, at firft, patronized with eager* « 
cefs and pleafure s hut fought out, at even« 
-ing, the moft retired parts of the gatden, to 
weep, as was obferved, by the nuns, over 
a letter which Ihe feemed to perufe with A 
degree of forrowful pleafure. Every veftal 
ftudied to afford her comfort and affiftance» 
but flie difmifled them with fmiles and 
^eétionate carefles. One nighr, about the 
hour of twelve, when Florella had retired 
to reft» fome perfon rapped at the door o$ 
her ccU. 

" You may comc 10," faid Ihe, " for 1 
have not barred the door/* 

Itwas the abbefs. 

She ftarted with aftonifiimenti 

^^ Be not alarmed, my daugbtef »'* üié 
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Amia^ as flbe preffisd her hand alTedlicHiatefy 
to her lipSy *^ I am come to fit wiib you f 
my tnind» to night, is noc free from ita 
Uüpleaiant refledioAS, aod i want Cöa-- 
folation." 

Florella immedia^t^Iy puiteed her bed^ 
and drefled herfelf ; and, ais (he placed the 
pifture of her mother ia her bofom, eXf^ 
claimedy 

'' I always takc |rtar éaré of this treaibre |. 
it is the pi^ure of my mother; of heri 
whotn I left when ao infant, and have Hot 
(een fince our feparatiom To^me it is dearer 
than life; fer k has prelèrved my perfoa 
from the moft violent and brutal outrage/* 

Here (he accorately related la Sr. Anila 
ihe atrocrous conduót of Jeronaef but, be* 
fore (he bad concluded her ftory, the abbef» 
rofe from her feat, and, clafping FlorelU 
to her bofom, burft into a flood of tears. 

A mutual iilence for fome time pre^ 
vailed, when the abbefs broke from her^ 
embraces,. and, fijung her eyes fteadfaftly 
upon the nun„drew a letter ficom her pocket^ 
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«nd gave ie her to read. The «onteitti 
werc as foUow : 

•' TO THE VIRT^OUS AND BENEVOLENT 
PRIORESS OF ST. CATHERINE'S. 

•*• There is a nun, now, 1 am afraid, a 
iiiranderer upon the workl, by name Flo- 
rcllaj flie was formerly of yóur convent, but 
fled firom it, under fome apprehcnfion that 
Biflare woold rigoroufly enforce the laws 
of the order, fbr a trivial fault. If flie 
(hould ever return (and, perhaps, when I 
am no more, this may be the café), look 
upon her as your daughter; treat her wich 
compaiffiofi and Icindnefs ; love her, and 
proteA her; for (he is tbe child of liim who 
addreflès you.*' 

•« Oh God !— It IS iigned, Jerome.** 
The letter dropt from her hand, and fhc 
funk lifelefe upon her bed . The abbefs had 
fcarce Tecovered her, when the mat in bell 
rang for prayers. They went togcthcr into 
the chapel, and, as they returned, the morn« 
ing was juft breaking. After wandtring, 
for fome time, Uong the (hady walks of the 
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gardetii to fe^ the refrelhing air that blew 
along the avenues, the abbefs recom«^ 
mended Florella to lie down upon her mat- 
trefs, and compofe her(elf. 

" To night, at twelve," faid (he, " you 
may-expe£t me at your cell, when I wiU 
«xplain the dreadful myftery/* 

Sheaffedionately embraced her, and thejr 
feparated at the entrance of the ctoifters, 

Florella fpenc che day in her cell, over^ 
powered by forrow and anxiety. Shc 
counted the clock as it flruck the bours» 
until the time of midnight arrived ; when 
(he ïlept foftly into the gallery. It was 
quite dark ; Ihe liflened with a degree of 
impatlence, fcarce to be conceived, for ttvS[ 
footAeps of St. Anna. The light of a 
lamp at length beamed^ upon the wali 
fronting the ftaircafe, and, in a moment 
aftérwards, (he faw the abbefs appear, bear*> 
ing, as before, a lamp and crucifix. 

When (he entered the apartment, Flo** 
jdla*s heaith was inquired after with tender 
anxiety. 
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^ I am much beiter," (he replied ; " but 
my mind will ever cTwell upon that inci- . 
dent of my life, with the moft poignant 
horror." 

•* Let it not/' faid the abbefs, as fl^c 
feated herfelf by the fide of Florella, " for 
my fake, bè the means of making you un- 
happy, You are indebted to God for your 
prefervation, and to me for your misfor^ 
tunes. The tale, which I am about to relate 
to you, may appear flrange and unaccounc- 
able j but it will difcover truths that cannot 
long be concealed from the world* 

" Florella ! I am the daughter of a poor 
cottagcr, who lived in the kingdom of Ar- 
gfagon, and fupported his family^ conflfting 
of my mother and fclf, by ^induilry and 
hard labour, uniil the hand of God fwept 
him from the world. This misfortune 
happened when I was about eighteen. The 
year after the lofs óf my father is memo- 
Table by the death of my mother. De- 
•privcd of two affeftionate parents, I wasleft, 
■A young and uncxperienced orphan, on 

VOL. II. ^ H 
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the worid, in póvcrty, ahd dcftitutc öf 

friend^ A neighbouring cottager, wbo 

had worked with my fai;her in the .fdréft, 

gave me an afylum in his houfe, until I 

' could procure for myfelf a fituation in fome 

femily.. The caftle of Don Aftura was not 

fer diftant from the village where I refidedi 

and, one cvening, as I was weeping over 

the grave of .my mother, a gentleman, in a 

hunting drefs, accofted me, and afteftioa- 

ately inquired into the caufe of my forrow. 

When I had faithfully related the misfor- 

tunes.I bad cxpericnccd, he defired me to 

appear at the caftle the next morning, and, 

in the interim, he would rccommend me 

to the lady Aftura. I was at the caftle, by 

the time he appointed, and the fame per- 

fon appeared in the hall, and defired me lo 

foUow him. 1 did fo : and he led me into 

a room, where I found the lady Aftura 

fitting at an organ. She immcdiately rofe 

from her feat, and, liftening to my dif- 

treflcs with the tendcrcft compaffion, pro- 

mifed me her countenance and prote&ion. 



( 75 h 

l liviïd in the femily». for fomb time, in the 
capacity of atüwid^jac ön her ladylhip's fe- 
inaie cm»panioii. I lovecl^ at the time of 
evening, to wander amongd the rotimmic 
Dt^üiks^of thebeautlful garden, and liften to 
the parting fongs of the birds that (helceredi 
themielves in the folictide. I could play a 
fictie upon the kure, atid delighted t^ prac- 
tife my moft favotite rong3 in a grottp, at 
no gt^eat diftance from the grand walk that 
led to the caftle hattw One evening, in^ 
the heigbt of fuouner, after I had finifhed 
my ftore of fong^, I fat at the window, ta 
tfonietnplace the grandeur of the hangtng 
clotids, as the fun-beams Ihone upon iheov 
with vnufual fplendor; when my refieo 
ftons were difturbed by the app^arance of 
our confeflba Hef approached me with 
Fefpe&, and, taking hold of my hand, re« 
quefted I would indulge him with a &ng« 
I complied. He feemed in rapturès. Ha 
flacieredme* He embraced me. MyhearC 
was open to diffimulation ; and, believing 
the moft violent and itfconfident protelU* 

HZ. 
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ttons, I lookedupon hitn as my affefttonate 
proteftor. Our friendlhlp or, rather I may 
fay, lovc, increaled cvery time we meti 
and, to feed my vanity/ he had my pióture 
tkken by an Italian artifl» who cameta 
finifli fome frefco paintings in the concert 
chambcr. But I, too foon, difcoverèd the 
efFeft of my imprudence; for I found myfelf 
pregnant. Yes, my Florella! thole untimely 
ihterviews gave birth to you. You are the 
offspring of Jerorfie and St. Anna." 

She clafped her to her bofom in the tranf» 
ports of pafiionate affedion. . 

" No fooner was my fituation difcovercd 
by the fervants, than I was ordered to quit 
the caftle, and, horri^. idea! found in Je- 
rome, my feducer, a moft inveterate perfe* 
cutor, He reprefentcd me to the lady Af- 
tura in the moft defpicable light, and in- 
fifted upon my being driven from the caftle^ 
as an obje6t unworthy of her proteftion and 
regard. In vain did I aflcrt my claim to 
pity and candour; in vain did I requeft to 
teil my tale.**— All ideas of humanity fecmcd 
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to have deferted her on the occafion; and I 
was thrufl upon the world, ij;i ignomin^ 
and difgrace, a friendlefs and difconfolate 
wanderer. It was a fevere nighc in winter^ 
when I faw the caftle gate ïhut againfl: mèj 
and» fbrolling into the wood adjoining the 
grounds of Don Aftura, I threw myfelf 
iit)ön the groundy in hopes that death wonld 
put an end to my fuffcrings, before the 
morning : but I was awafcencd from a light 
flumber, about day break, by the forefter, 
who compaffionateiy took me again to his 
cottage, and fuiFered me to remain there 
until I was brought to bed. About that 
time his wife dicd of afever, and, at his 
requeft, I ftaid with him for three yeari 
jtfter my delivery. It was then that I de- 
termined coquirihe world for ever. Je- 
fome, I was informed, had left the caftle, to 
fupply a vacancy in the order of St, Domi- 
flic, at Madrid. This circumftance gave 
fircifh- vigour to my expeélation : accord- 
ingly, one evening, I fled from the cottage, 
H3 . 
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Icavtngyoü to the care of the forefter, witb 
the following letter : — 

" The wretch, who leaves with you her 
daughter, is tired of exiftence in the world; 
flie feeks a fanftuary of nuns. If you take 
the child Florella to the caftle, the Lady 
Aftura will providc for her» 

" From the time I entered the convent', to 
the hour in which I difcovered you, I could 
gain no tidings whatever of j'our fatc» My 
applications to the forefter were fruitlefs: 
he conftantly replied, that he carried you, 
according to my diredions, to the caftle, 
jind had never feen you fince. I cndea- 
voured, by means of the porter, to learn 
ibmething concerning your fate from the 
family, l)ut in vain. Let us forget, my dear 
Florella, the name of your unfortunate and 
iniquitous father; I am now miftreTs'of aa 
afylum, where the footfteps of impiety 
(hall never enter, to difturb the haUowed 
tranquillity that rcigns within its walls. My 
life (hall be devoted tcprelrgion; and may 
the horrid example pf Jeromé be conüdered 
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as an awful inftance of the Almlghty's 
vengeance, when his name is blafphemed 
by man !'^ 

St. Anna inquired how Floreria came by 
the pifture. 

. •'The lady Aftura/' faid (he, ^*when flie 
fent me to this convent, gave it me, and 
told me it was the pidure of my mother, 
which was preferited co her as a fpecimea 
of beautifulpainting, byjerome : * Keep it/ 
faid ïhe^ * as the facred emblem of a vidim 
to the moft artfül villany, and look upon 
me as your friend and proteótrefs/ Her 
death happcaed (bon after I entered -the 
convent ; and, ever iince that unfortünate 
cvent, I have induJged no hope of meeting 
with a friend-in the world/' ^. 

The abbefs clafped her to her bofom. 
•* But in me," faid (he, **you findamother." 

At this inftanti footfteps wereheard 
.haftily pacing along the gallery. 

." i cannot find th^ ^Abbefs," fomc 
,|one exclaimed, as {he pafTed the door of 
the ccU. ['My God ! what (hall wc do ?". 
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Sr. Anna entered the gallery. She W2tó 
inftantly furróunded by feveral nuns, who 
exclaimed, 

" Oh, mothcr! Melifla is at'the pointof 
death; (heraves in diftradion, and con* 
ftantly calls upon the name ofour deceafed 
abbefs, and Florella." 

St. Anna inquired into the catife of her 
infanity, No one could inform her. 

The cries of Melifla now echded alodg 
the gallery. It was ncar morning. 
•* The fun Ihines/* exclaimed the diftraded 
nun, but toilluminate my dark and helHfh 
deeds. Biflhre invirês me to the cloüdsj 
but (he fits is pon a* throne, encirdcd by a 
flkme of fulphureous flrc. Oh, Florellaf 
pardon me, — Catherine ! thy bloody form . 
fKH vifits me. Down, dowii, tothe graVe V^ 

A fofemn paufe enfucd, and the abbefs, 
attended by her nuns, procceded to thecell, 
where the unfortunate female lay naked on 
her mattrefs. As they entered the apart- 
menr, (he fang the following fong, to an 
affetfiing and mclancholy air— 



( 81 > 

Bvery night, and cvfery morn>. 
' hy a fiiler's cold dcath bed, 
I have dwelt, a while to mourn 
The fufferings of the forrow'd dead. 
No ffower or halbwèd-ftirub grew therc, 
No ycw tree waved with fullcn gloom; 
Noughteéut Melifla's filent tear, 
Bedeck'd the miirder'd ve.lal'» tomb. 

She bnrft into a flood of tears^ as (he 
rcpeatcd the laft line. The abbels fpoke 
to her. She looked piteoufly at the fur- 
ïopading fiflers, and began to fmg again. 

The abbefs ordered all the nuns to quit 
the cell, except twó of the elder ones, 
whom Ihe requefted to attend.upon the 
diftradted vcftal. They remained with 
MelifTa during the day, and at midnight 
fent a.meiTage to the abbefs, that (he wiQied 
to fee her. St. Anna ordered them to retire 
to reft; (be found the nun confiderably 
better> and, feating herfelf on her couch, 
requefted to know if (he had evcry thing 
ftie defired. 

" Yes," faid Melifla, " I waat nothiiig, 
but peacc of mind," 
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She looked wildly at the abbefi* 

" Therc is a God, St. Anna ! and, thcy 
fay, he is jnft and merciful." 

The abbefs took her by the hand* 
" Be comfbrted, Melilfa ; and, if yóü have 
any circumftanc^ upon your niinÜftHatterjds 
10 aggravate the fwerity of your diftrcfling 
maiady, difclofe it to me inftantly,** 

" I will, I will," faid the nun, (hudder- 
iftg i^ith horror; and, folding hcp anns^ 
around her neck, " but let us firft go to 
prayers." 

The abbefs compUfed with h«r reqtirft^ 
and tnafs was faid by heY bed-flde. 

After the ceremony was concluded, the 
itun begged that no perfon might be in the 
room, whilft flie difclofcd to her the fecreC 
which brought on her diforder. 

When the abbefs was left aloac with hefy 
Die began, in the following manner:. 

** Look lipon me as a miMrderer, deteft 
me, as a fiend of cruelty; I have broken my 
vows,and violated the facred duty of daiigh- 
ter, friend, and fifter. Biflare^ the late ill-< 
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fatedabbefs, wa$ my mother. Ah» ladyl 
look not fo ftern upon me : ihe wa» aa 
abandoned female, and iciililled into my 
miüd the principlcsof qruelty and iJïjqftice^ 
Shc murdered Catherine, daughter of Doa 
Juan de Caftillas. She was called Ciara, 
to deceiTC the fifterhood. 

" Great God V' exclainaedf the abbefs, a?. 
fbe rofc from thecouch. 

" Stay, ftay ; for God*s fake do not leave 
me } jiwix promïfed to bear my com^plaints^ 
ahd coiqpfort me." 

. *^ Comfi>ct i-^yoM bave np bopes of fbr^ 
giveoefe Ibft/^-*^ " 

*^ No. hopea of forgivexiefs lefe }" cried 

tbc difti^aifled jxoftt, as ibe burfl: into a 

, fmttcfkof forrow/. *^LordGod!of heavenl'" 

The abbèjfe cöiiünüed, .. 

^Thr pmtif^tó. ioto etcmity the foial of 

a friend» is to incux the moft fevere iodig^ 

nation of God.'' 

^1 Ffieadtn-^athtfnae was dearer to me 
tbaa a fiiiead. , She was, by the laws of our 
religiony my fifter-^ her bones lie bid be 
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,iie!at!i tBeflobrof this cellf Jbut théy (Eatt 
notbe retooved; for I bayefpcayedaod wcpt . 
over them «untillthey arc.bccome hallowcd 
hy iDjr tèars. Oh, flic was barbaroufly 
xnurdcredr* 

She paufed. \ . .' 

** There is a whlTpering in the rooin. i 
Hark 1. Heard you not a fijgb ?'* :/ 

The abbefs agaio ktcemptèd to quit the 
room. 

Melifla grafped her firmly by the hand. 

•' You (hall not ftir from this place/' 
Ihe cried ftcridy, *.* until you have heard the 
conclufion of my ftory. It was a daiünable . 
and hideous deed, I acknowledge; but my 
mother forced me to cxecute it. Yes; 
Biflare ftood over me, .whilft I phmged 
this dagger in Catherine's hcart.** 

She drew from bencath the bed cldtbes 
n bloody poniardy and gazed upoa it with 
inexpreflible looks of horror. '^ 

St. Anna (hrieked : but the ntms had tt- 
ttred to refl, and filcnce reigded. in evcry- 
part of the gallery* 

A dreadful paufe of fonic minutes enfued. 
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, ^ The ctuff df her detfth/' <kt<! tht Mifi 
in a kind^ wtifffier^ ** #tt h(Hr beÏAg ^f^ 
natte by a faoly irtar# I kmw him w«itt| 
but bê üow moyktert iü bis gravet faU 
.same was Fraacis. I havt trtt i-öpeatefd 
tbe dtcdi sLtïét whaatvtf at( dp^drcanit/ 
offöti^d, t bautit^ bim» téd\&ttfy bis rniüd 
for thiftkifig c^ fUÊh a bldddy fehemeé Oh i 
Bifikré ^as a widkc^ mötber/' 

She turned foddeniy tdWatxis thé $khe&i 
^« tï'lorella tóo," flie criédj bas been thë 
viaim öf my iriiqüity. It *as I* Sh Aüna^ 
that adYifed Jeröifiè, fedréCly» of all ber 
baunts; it was [ that laid the fcheme ^ 
faer ruin. tt «i^as i that detain^d her ia 
tbe p0rtef*9 bdüie, pufpofely fer tbe bafê 
defigns óf JefDtne. Teil ber^ ihac Ibeg 
her forgivenels." 

The abbefs^ nolóhgëf ablé to etidure the 
hoUrors that the liun's tóMt&^n oecafianad 
in her mind, ruflied from the foóm» and 
'fled pi'édi^'ftatdy (bfongh thé galtery, daü^ 
ing aloud fot the Alken fö appêar^ It wad 
foon crowded with afTrighttd imns. 9ba 
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reUtecl to ikétn the (ituation of Meliflk» 
and begged of the fifterhood to go inftancly 
and attend her. They arrived toolate^ 
the unfortunate nun was found welterïng 
in her blood upon the floor fröm a wound» . 
gtyen by her own hand, wirh the dagger 
tbat was encrufted with Catherine's blood». 

They raifed her from the floor, and en* 
deavoured, wnh the ailiilance of Mereiida, 
. the fifier phyfician, tp flop the efiufion of 
blood, but to no eSkét : the dagger had by 
repeated ftrokjcs penetmted too far, and 
Meliflfa foon expired in the greateft agp«> 
nies* 

The abbefs» after the accufton^ed cere^ 
monies ufed on fuch occafions were per^- 
foroi^d, defired the body tobe removed into 
the chapel for intefment; at>d, attended by 
the whole fifterhood, flie raifed the i^oov 
of Melifla's cel), and difcovered the mouU 
dering bones of Catherine. She had beei» 
buried in her drefs, and the rofary and' 
crofs remained entire. Horror and diftref^ 
jreigned in every bofom^ AU recoUefted 
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tfie myfterious circumflance of Jufgutha's 
difappearance, and the folemn proceffion 
on the occafion ; when the abbefs gave out 
that (he was taken to heaven, in the night» 
by an angeh The myftery was nöw un- 
ravelled. The bones of the unfortunate 
Catherine were colleótedy and depofited in 
the tonnb wiiich was before ereéted to her 
memory; and the remains of Meliflain- 
terred in the vauhs belonging to the chapel 
of the Inquifition, as a mark <^ difrefpeffc 
to her cfaarafter. Solemn and pathetic 
dirges were annually fung by ihe fiflerhood^ 
at the tomb of Catherine, whicfa was lookèd' 
npon as a (hrine, facred to the fuffering^ olÊ 
innocence and virtue. Her croft and rofary 
were depofited in the church amongft^ 
efteemed relies; and her fajte kept a (ècret' 
from hér friends and the public, to prevent 
the difagreeable confequences that woatd 
inevitably have refulted from the difcovery^ 
of fuch a barbarous proceeding. 

The convent now becathe the féat of 
happinefs and ftrid devotion* St« Ann^ 

I 2 
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%stving beisn the dupe and viélim of religr 
QMH «jTiifice And deceit, )uftly thought, tbafi 
the CMifei^^eid ch^F Qf ihe order was moro 
fit to be occupted by one of her own fex» 
tban the yoving lufty friars of St« Dominica 
Ihe therefcMTe prefided in ie herfelf. It 
caufed a great tumult atnongft the holy 
tmn of the day; biit the fucceeded in her 
iciieme» and» on thofe days whieh were de«^ 
dicatitd tó tbc faints» ïbe ufually heaid con« 
ftffifQS'k Thfi convent chapel was then 
(^eo't0the public; and»/one evening, aa 
flio fat in ibite in tbc confefiiona], with her 
^f pUeed ag^nft die i^^erturè, a voice 
%b^percd» 

l ^f Siippoib, ladjü, I fliould, in thofe 
éi^jicnH béttft of kive, when nought i» 
thflught 0f but the attainm^at of the objc& 
of OUT beaits; fuppofe» I fay, lady, I 
ib<)uld break through the barriers of reli- 
g|oii, and üeal away a nun from your con- 
vent/* 

f* Yóu will be puni(hed as yau deferve 
Igt the Hdy Inquifition/V 
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As the perfon wicfadrew from the fpot» 
Sr. Anna peeped through the aperture, and 
difcovered a tall man» wrappeè in a fbldier's 
cloak, with a military feather in his hat» 
ftalk down the aille of the cbapeL It was 
near midnight, ere fhe had rcceived the ri- 
diculous confeffions of all the peniten6r 
prefent; but her mind was too much en-^ 
gaged, in cndeavouring to unravel the 
myfterious queftion put to hei* by the 
fbranger, to afibrd the delinquent much 
confolation, by her anfwers. Shc had 
not long retircd to r^ft, when (he heard 
fome pcrfons under the garden wall with 
Inufic ; (he rofe inftintly, and opened thé 
windows. The nighc was calm and beau- 
tiful; and/ as the fofr airs floated tapon'ihe 
breeze, (he liftened to thém wiih aaun- 
ufual dègree of raptutie ahdattènéion. In 
a few miniites ii ceafedl • As (h^'remained 
at the window, in expeftation of hearing it 
again, (he obferved the form of a female 
glidc down onê of thé avenues. Her fenfeS 
were awakened ; fbe no longer liftened foi; 
ï3 
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tl|e viufici bv«^, hurrybg on her cloc^es, 
^Ute4 her ap^rtment, and, TeUting her 
4ife^V^ tp thwe coafkkntial nups, w«nt, 
^f:comp|ii^^d by tbem, into the garden» in« 
fmch of the fogitive. Tbey traverfèd the 
iqqft fccret parts, with no eff^ft, vrntiü they 
WM oppo&tfi at rugged tower that rofo 
abpve !rh:e w^) covered with ivy . They tb w 
difcovered a nmn feated upon a projefttoa 
of the ruMi, apparently waiting for the ap<« 
proa^h of fome perfon in the garden. As 
the moon (hone upon the fcene, they couldl 
plainly perceïve him to be a cavalier of fome 
diftin^tion, by the diacnonds which fparkled 
in his hat, and thofe that adorned the hut 
of his fword. 

•' Themyftery wUI foon be cleared up,'* 
exclaimed the a;bbe&s '^ no punifliment can 
be inftiéted on the fifter, who encourages 
thefe unholy teveh, that witl equal the 
crime." 

She bad not uttered the words a moment» 
when a nun appeared dad ia adeep black 
teil. 
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^< My low^ ittjr adtrod angel!" cried th^* 
cavalier, aa ho.fprang fróm the vmll to the* 
gvoimd, *^ I cbought the nigkt miomUi have 
paflkdr wtbouc n)]j& ficeiilg ycMi/*: 

*^ Hufl> P flie criod; ^ my mother Is 
awak<. 1 heacd her ct^émber windovr t)ipen 
as I defcended the ftain ia the tower next 
her odU If Hfta (houkl dcted; i», 1 aov loOl 
for evCT. 

/^ impoffible/^ iatd the niarqu&, ^^ty 
this iacnd kifs, Fll*'^ 

'^Holds' ' cried tbcabbcfsy-as flid rolkad 
bctweeii' them wieb a dvauMn dagger ;. ^< yA» 
late tbe chaétity of thofe Upn, and youdie.^^ 

The (hrieks^of FlorcHa inftantly biouglil 
his attendantfr upoa th^ walI» • . > 

«<Fly!^* &td^ the abbefe «o k«r auns» 
fly tothe great gate, and ^tf through thé 
ftreets the (itoatton we are mi'* 

'* Hear me»" exdaimed the marquis» as 
he threw htmfetf on lm knees, '^ heitr me, 
before you attempt the Êtcrifice of my Kfls'. 
Suffer me to retire uadiftuf bed iirom tha 
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gtirdén, thi^ night, 'anS to morrow I pledge 
myfelf to explain the whoie of tbis affair/'' 

At the interceifion of the nuns, this re- 
queft was nor, without difficuky, granted. 
The marquts retired to his lodsings, dif^ 
turbed to a degree by thU unfortunate ad*» 
venture. He curfed the^ itnpolitic fpeech: 
be whifpered, in a moment of levity, in the 
ear of the old abbefi, as (he fat in her con- 
ieffional. tie laid the whóle night devifing 
upon the beft means tó explain the matter 
to tlie;at>ber9i. At firft he thought of con- 
cealing his birth and fortunes but, upon re- 
fledion, he fuppofed, that aéÜng hohour- 
ably, might) in fonte meafure, be the means 
,jo( quieting the tempeft be* had 'raiied iii 
St. Anna's-mind* He therefofó pürftred 
this refolution» and wrote the foUowing 
fetter to the Abbefs. 

. "HWr WOHTHY OF YOUB ttX, 

" The nun, with whom I am in lovej 
being your daughter, I think myfelf bound 
by that circumftance alone to aft with 
iruth and honour. My aJSeftion is mx» 



( n ) 

t^ounded; k caangt be erafed by cofl« 
lempc or inattention from any one hut the 
objed of my heart. Our meetii^s have 
been fecrec ; but thofe hours have nevi^r 
been devoted to the licentious triumph of 
our paflions. I am a nobleman ; my dtle 
is the MarqoirHle la Meridas, nepbevtr co 
Pon Aflura^ who lefc me his poffefl^ons» 
wfatch Ue in the kingdom cf Arragon* 
Thiey are ample in the extreme. : JLet 
me refcue your daughter from the incon^ 
fiderate and wórthkft vows impofed xkpon 
her by her relig^on. I have it in my power 
to e0ed ït.-^-ïCQoftant in my affeAtoo» i 
vomr to God never to quit Mddrid untii (bd 
is in my poflbffion, if you; refufe ihe thii 
requeft. Is it in Sr* Anna's difpoQtion to 
bury innocence, virtue, and beauty, in tho 
^oomy clpifters of a convent ? Can fiie 
witnefs her daughter, ipthe prime of liie» 
bending before thf (hrine of fomedeparted 
&int, and tellipg a few atiiber beads, rather 
than have her a beloved mother of a happy 
£Eunily ? Oh no ! (he wUt^cherifh the %fkQ^ 
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ffon Ftorefta entertiins for me, and, by tt^ 
leafing hef from her reitgious engagemcnts* 
reilore peace to my bofom^ and happinefs 
to hers* 

MERIDAS.»^ 

He read h over fcveral tJmesj he found 
ft not tbc exaA prototype of his tmagina- 
tion; but hh mind was too deepty agitated, 
fo make it better» He difpatcbcd a fervant 
with it to the convent» and bid bim wait 
forananfwcr» 

• Whch the abbefs had in ibme roeafure 
recovered her confufion and terror, (he or- 
^ered Florella into her cell, and perempto- 
rily demahded the keys of her! ^(crutoirc» 
The girt at firft refufed to obey the man- 
date, by the accuftomed artifice of burfting 
into tears; it Ëad i>o effe£b upon her mo» 
thet; (be forced them from her, and, hur- 
rying to her cell, opened the drawers with 
üH the furor of an Inquifitorial familiar. 
3he djfcóvered nothing of any confequence; 
unfinifhed drawtngs, and preferved flow-- 
ersi alone occupied its fecret recefles. A 
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fufpiciotts glatice, however, from St. Anna^ 
4jpon the countenance of her daughcer» 
bathed in 4ea,rs, procured the Ci^fllmoniah 
of Florella*s guilt* 

** Spare me, my dcaj* mother, and I will 
difcoyer all, There," (he cried, trembling 
with drcadful apprehcnfion, " there they 
are. . You will find them ajl tliere/* 

She put into her mbther's hands a fnaall 
ipodei of the Virgin Mary. The abbefs 
ezamined it with attention, and difcovered' 
the lady to be hoUow, with alittle trap 
door at the bottom of her embroidered 
pctticoat; (he ftarted with horror; for, on 
opening it, a multitu^e of amorous billet^ 
tumbled out of ihe lady's fanftuary. She 
read fome of them with diftra&ion. They 
were figned Jerome. . 

'*Jerome!" flie exclaixned, ** Jerome! 
Oh God!"" 

" Mother, they are not the letters you 



want.*' 



She ran to the table, and prefented one 
from the number to her mother. The feal 
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bote an tmpreilion of Don AftUiiTs arilis. 
She fUrted with furprife. At that moment 
A ntin entcred with a lettert direded to the 
abbefs-rShei opened it with an unaccounc-* 
able tremor— ït was from the marqiiis^ 
She turnedto the afFrighted t^lofella— ^ 

« Wherc did you firft fee him i»" 

*• In the chapel of the Auguftine friars.*' 

** And do you love him ?*' ihé exclaimed. 

•• Oh ! my dear mother, beyond cvery 
thing in the (hipt of man, I hare ever yet 
witneffed/' 

** I muft treat yoü rigoroully," (aid St. 
Anna, ** for the fake of obfervirtg the rulcs 
of the order; but you will bcar it with pa- 
tience, and confider it only as a preliminary 
ftep to your future happinefs/* 

** Oh, my dear mother !" 

*• Hu(h ! the nims are in the gallery.— 
I (hall fumnfons you, in about an houf, to 
the parlour, in order to explain to you the 
enormity of your crimes, and pafs the fên- 
tence adjudged upon you by the council of 
elders." 
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She kfc the cdl, znA 'foünd a croud of 
tmns gathered togeiheropon the ftairs'of 
the gallery. They difperfed at hèr requeft^ 
isach one conjeAüring<what wpuld^ becocne 
of poor Florella. The abbefs:: inftantly dif* 
patched aii anfwer to* the marquis's letter. 
It was to the failowing effèéti 

** Come, inftantly, to tlie convent, and 
^efire to fpeak witb me« 

ST, ANNA." 

Rapture fparkled in his eyes when he 
jread thofe few emphatic words. He wrap« 
ped himfelf in his cloak, and went inftantly 
to the convent grate. He demanded to fee 
the abbefs. As he paflèd tbrough a part of 
the i^lQifters t;o the audtence parlour» the 
nuns peeped at hin^ with as much^ciirjoiity 
as tf he had been a native of oneof the 
new*difco?ered illands. As he entered the 
room, the abbefs rofe from her f^at, and 
took htm by the hand. . , 

** Is it poffiWc," (he cried, « that tbc 

VOL. IX. K 
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IMarqüts De la Mtridis oio^ coadefcend 
^o g^e bi$ band to the davgbttr of the iU* 
^edSt.Atina?'* 

^'And do you foppofe,** he itpUed, ^^ t|iat 
iht datightér of St. Anna is unwortfay. co 
ihare with me my poilèffions. { loTe Her» 
St. Anna! and,tliough born in Old Caftilei» 
would forego the. greatefl; of all earthly ad- 
vants^es, to live with my Florclla."— . 

" But mark tnc-^If you have laid this 
fcfaeme» purpofely, to impofè upon my ere* 
dulity, and diflionour my daughter"-~ 

^^Merciful Fatfcer!"*hc exclatmedi as hc 
Iffted bis eyes to Keaven, " ifi dcbaTc thè 
i^hai^fterof a man, may I incur the wratfafül 
Vèngicanceof my God, and bedclivercd up 
to juflli^, as an example to manliind !'' 

He prodviced letters, ivhich boré the fig- 
natme óf Doii John De Nfodena, bröthtr 
to hfsiauht : inwhich the abbefs obferved, 
lie^lénds^tèd that his ncphew's afTeAion 
(h8{j)#b(5 placed upon an unattainaUe ob- 
jeél ; promifcs to apply to the pope for a 
difpenfation, to releafe her from her vows» 
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and a f iMièif ettèt ^ aay (êrviees tbat hj 
within bis power, for the proiiiotioto «f kii 
happineis. 

Thefe leslie» had §raat wcighl wkh St* 
Atuia. 'She had, durmg fa^ refidence ét 
the caftle, fre^eAtiy obferved> tliait Don 
JokaDe ModMa^Md tbecoofideiiceof^liii 
fifter, and, ever (ince the periöd! «then her 
huiband wai kUled in a^ bat^ vrkh the 
Moors, that (he always iooked üp^io Him 
to€ advke and proteftt^o. . ( ' 

^* Thereis üo one Deifon on éattib, 10 
whomiflioold prefer n^y daughter ^o be 
iMited, 'ihan to the Aiarquis óf Meiidiu. 
Your aünt befriended me in my difttels, 
and ta Florella behaved as é mocher. Bm» 
although my daughter is notbound, by 
any vows, to a iife of celibacy within the 
waUs of this convent, feveral very (tnom 
ctrcumllances occur, to prevrat yMTin»' 
mediate union« She hat Han%^MM dhe 
ftrift niles of the order; and, iü flMkig, 
muft fuffer the puniflimeAt prefcrtb«d bf 
theHaws/' , :. , 

ca 



'* You wiU.noC' he txclaimcd^ ''jou 
cannoc hurc her !*' 

*^ The punifliment is fevere; but whei» 
the clock ilrikes tvyo, if you appear uponi 
the ianae broken part of the wall» as yqm 
did whcn we difcoverl^d you, wkhacon*^ 
feSTor» the marriage may be cdebrated in 
Qpr chapel." ^ 

^* Oh God! the hour is two i? 

'* And wkh a piieft» upoD the broI»w 

. - V Farewel thep,* UU that aufpii^^iovs hoqr,:^ 
;. He quktfd ihe monafteryi and retirisd to 
^is lodgïogSt alaioft overpowered with. the 
etc^fs of jpy, tbis unexpe<5ted . cbange in 
•hi^ forl^ne •f:«eated. , He imine^iately ^iC^ 
cfAliQhec^^ iervaAt tq ibe firll cgnvent for 
*4 9ikft\ Tb^.good faither arriv^, ftoie4 
^H]dkHp<^feftn4.civillty. .. , ., 
, ftlMt bMfifte^ witb you, fathe;/! ex- 
cla}qMd'.tbe marquis, ** is no ]efs than (o 
xe^ucft you will marry mc.7 
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* ^* Ie iluüi be cömpKedivf tfay good^Segpor/' 
He was preparing himfelf to^Aciate.^ 
'^ Noc now, my princeof iaGrificci:! but 

at two o'clock to morroir morniiig/' 
^* At two o'dock to morroNv mornii^/* 
'* Yes/' Cao you climb a wdi ? and' 

darc you marry jne to a ntn ?' 
^A nunP' criéd the affirigbtèdfatbeir; 

<' not fot tbe tbumb of St. Paul.f 

^^-No; I believe tbat: but wiUyouÜDr 

the wallet of St Petor^ and m cöntenfii i** 
He tbrew a purfeupon thetahk^iiUfid 

'Wifh gold. All ideas of yittue vanifbdd ; 

andi ak \l^ cofiftiemisus fathér iligit itidto 

bis fide podcet (a itsLpi no doubt» foiMany 

göod thitig«)«*«i' :1 'i > vïc 

^'TtümerêaAhc, »& wbilptr, f$wUare 

I*aflft M «iieet. you, «ai 'tbé hfipdoti^^][Éè«il'^ 
' ^ Byitbs^^onhii^mf ^o6i8t.<Catlftiiiit's 

^ ScUCatk^ïiMlf/! rnl #ii>/ teT^betq in 

(tiie^«ar^ais aiidiitbe cftiaQ ^sborMBltmiiai- 
«3 
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' was, upon a iong hearing befblre the cotin* 

-^1 of elders, condeiitned to be confiiied in 

>a prifon, under the cbapel, for the ^ace 

of a inomh, upan faread and watev« She 

Keard her. (ehtence with aa afieded degree 

of horror, that feémed to fpe^c the Iangu2^(^ 

of cont rition. It was mitigated to two days. 

.Night drew near; and preparationi -were 

making {<x condiïfting FloreU4> wkh pom« 

' fbu6 form, toher prifon. The clock ftruck 

twelve.. The nuns had aflèmbled in the 

- great chaanfaer. Sr. Anna feated jbes^^f in 

. the inidft of them, and manoeuvred aw^y 

^the'tflSDe, difcuffing unimportant fubjefts» 

\iiiit6idt ^uck one; (he tben ordered the 

proceffion to begin. It marched to the 

.dmpel.mtliigreac folemnity, and, after 

"iwfiiig lodged Fktcellaja her prifon, re* 

^^üiracé. tö i3ie ; co&vrat. ExaAly as the 

clock ilruck two, the ' marqtijs appeared 

upon ^ the n^aH, fuj^fting thé trembling^ 

prieft, who looiced «pon the probabiIity/,c^ 

Jbta^&Bing from the lower, with move hor* 

TOTithaii the g«iie «NfiiuDg « iomk.cA: 
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: thufiaft nkh a man of ^flantryr He de- 

.fccndf4, wich gre^it dread and dif&cvky» 

and sKTCompanied the marquis to the chapeU 

They fouod tl^e.abbefs waitbg tbeir ap- 

, proacb at the door, Sbe condudted tbeijn to 

. thd al.tar ; zfï^^ taking a lamp which Ibe had 

. fecreted . fpr the purpofe, defcended imo 

tlie vault» where Florella wa$ imniured. 

In a few minutes (he appeared with i^e 
, aifrightcd v^ftal at the altar* Tbema^i^s 
clafp^d her in his arms, and the pried im* 
fidediatelypetformedthecereoion;^ Whea 
it was concluded» St. Anni embraci^ her 
daughteriapd, after bidding th^m an )|ffec^ 
lionate farewel, let tbem tbrough a ^ii^ket 
inco ihe ftreet, to the great joy of t^ friy^ 
who ezpeded to afcend the waU agsiip» 
without tbe affiCtance of Jacob's ladder» or 
the wings of Gabriel, at the hazard of his 
life. ^ 

St. Anna, the nexc mornii^ rriated tBe 
. a&ir to the fifterhood. Expreffions of 
alarm and ?ftoni(hment lan thioi^h the 
whole multitttde» Hei nMniage ajppeared 
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to them m si different light, to what it ^ 
to the abbefs. They looked upon thetranf^ 
aAion, as an aft» uhhèiy aod iüpure. Sbe 
wi&Iy confidered it as the moft effeftual 
ftep to fecure her daughter in the pofliffiöa 
ef weaith and happinefs. In a little time, 
the circumftance, farepugnant to the prin* 
ciples 'Of the inftitution» was forgotten ; and 
6t. Anna, by her unparalkled coiiduft, be- 
cfime févered more tfaan ever by the fifters* 
Pioreliafeklom irifited her mother, bur, hi' 
htt letter, fatd^ fiie experienced, firom the 
jmarquts, the moft tender aind afifcAïonate 
tej^tfd^ 'Thatherbomswerei^ownedwnh 
l^ki^öt and'bippihisfe^ ^d ^óin her atteA- 
«ion tof ifie peafimtiy» iréfiding near tlie 
cflfftfe, Ihè hsid becraie their adoration» * 
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CHAPTER JX. 

«• Sachahoofe broker 
So noble'a mafter fallen ! all goae» and nor 
One friend to take hts fbmbie by the arm»- 
And go^ aïoiig: witb him.*^ 

tH99» 9r Mtmtvfn , 

. ONE evemng» as Don Alphonfo apd the 
party werequttting;a val^ on the borders 
of Arr^gon^ the big, drops of xaixï^ ihat feil 
at iotervalS) foretold the approach <)i x 
ftortn. Theyreturned intotheC)litude»atid^ 
taking (helter in one o€ the caverns» llf?:^^ 
paticntly for the ceafing of the (howcr^ , 
After the ftorm had continued witli great 
violence for more than twohoars^ it feetned 
fomewhat abated i a tFandent beam of the 
^etting fun iUuaxioedy for a moment, the 
ilimmit of the oppofite rock ; and» as Alexo 
loqked into the valley^ he fav\r the poftilÜon 
rufh out of the recefs he had chofen for 



the carrfage, as One wild with terror. When 
he approacbed, he cried aloud, 

^* I have feóu bimi I bave &en bimj hj 
tbc Virgin's puricy bavc I- 

" Secn who ?• ' faid Alexo. 

**Oh ! tbe devil! be pteped at me feveral 
titnes tbrougb a bok in the rock, with 
eyes as big as tbe moon : be petrified tbe 
poor beafts with bis (ulpbureotis breath; 
and, no doubt* if I had ilopped, bc would 
have played bis trick upön me in the ümt 



Tbc fcUow^s appcarance conviüced AlejtÓ 
bis fcars were not imaginary; and be de^ 
Üred lie would conduft bim to tbc detil^ 
apartmcrit. Thcy enterèd a folitary tetefs» 
AVhere tbe carriage, with the horfes, ftood 
perfeAly fafe and uninjurcd. 

« Mow is tbis?" faid Alexo: ** I fee 
no alteratión in either the horfes or the car« 
Viagé." ^ 

•• That may bej but, by the rod of 
Mofes, I faw hlm» and he went through 



^ 
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yoti hole/' pointing to a^matt apmure tt 
the extretnitjr of the cawrn. 

Alexo drew his fword, and d^fiml Grado 
to foUow hhn. 

^^ Kot fora cardtnars har^ would I ven» 
cure to huoc after hitn. The devil is np 
fuch a pleafant feUow to meet in a dark 



cave/* 



** Then go and fetch the remainder of 
the party/* laid AleXo ; " the fecrel ave* 
nues of this cavern mud be explored/* 

On tbeir arrivaU Giado furnifhed him 
with a lighted torch» by means of a boitlc 
of phofphoros» wHich he conftantly carried 
about him» for fear of being benightcd on 
the wilds» or fovefts deftjeuteof inbabitants, 
Alexo had nor penetrated far mto tb&reGefs» 
before be turned co Bertram, who had fbU 
lowed him, and expreflbd his intention of 
returning; concluding, from the horrid ap« 
pearance of tbe cavern» wet and iiifefted 
with reptiles, that no htiman being coukl 
poffiUy extft in fuch a noifome plac^ 
Wben they had juftreached the enirance 



«f the paflage» a beam of light (brtêd fram 
a ftnall aperture ia tlie rode od the right 
h^nd fide. 

Alexo cautiouily furveyed tbt fpot; and* 
as he wasabout to emeri a man {beanng 
a lamp in his righc hand, clothed in a 
coarfe woollen robe, girded about him 
wtth a knotted cord, and wtth a beard ofa 
cpnfiderable 4ength) intdrcepted him, and 
lyith a defigning frown, badehimdepart. 

•« I camc not," faid Alexo, ** to in^r« 
T4Jpt the happinefs yop cnjoy in this folitary 
place ; but ^erely to fati&fy my doubt, as 
to tbis cavem*s being the cefort of a human 
being/* 

. ^Thé man waved his hand, for him to 
return.— He inftantly quitted the recefs; 
and, having reached the party, privately . 
jrelated his adventure to Alphonfo. 

*« Well, Segnor," faid Grado, " have 
you diicovered the print of his cloyen feet ? 
for they lay^ that rocks harder than ada* ' 
mant reeeive the impreflions of his hoofs» 
if he. happens to walk over them/' 



At this moment a loud elap of diundec 
burft over the valley,. aci4 the ftorm, after 
a paufe of fome minutes, increafed witU 
rcdoublcd vióknceé Thé beafts, terrified 
at the quick flalhes of thé lightning, bc'^ 
came unruly. 

Grado attributed this circumftance co 
the devil he had feen in the ca^ern ; and^ 
fearful of being fwaÜowed by fome infer^ 
nal fpirit, begged of them to depart in- 
ftantly, and he would drive them to the 
village in no time. This propofal was uni* 
vcrfdly rejefted ; for the ladies, fearful thaf 
the horfes might ovcrpower the rider, con* 
fented to remain in the cavern, umil the 
appearance of the iky was fuch as to infure 
a dry and fafc journey to the village. As 
they were waiting anxiouily for the cealing 
of the (hower, Cleanthe fprang from her 
feat, and, rufhing into the arms of her 
father, exdaimed, 

" God of heaven ! what dreadful form is 
that approaching us?" ^ 

Alexo turned inftantly, and difcovered 

VOL. II* h 
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tht ancborlt^e ibe had feen in thie recefs 
coming towards thona. Wh«n he had.nearly 
f eached the fpot where the traveUcies were 
jictmg, he thus addrefled them; 

" Strangers, to,me alonc this;gloomy 
faabitation affords a pkafing afylum. .T.o 
you, who are familiar with the world, it is 
alarmitigi -and n:Qr app^rance, no doubt» 
is horrid in the e;xtreme; but, ie is con« 
fiftent with my own feeliqgs, and the düty I 
cwe to my religious vow3« The night feems 
fet in with an awful tempeft, and tjie dan- 
ger of crol&ng the plain, at the extr^mity 
of this valiey, being very great after dark, 
if yqu will (bare with me the food that I 
am contemed with, and remain in my re- 
treat untii the morrow, you Aiall come to 
nohartn, and I wül make you wekome.'* 

Diftruft and tcrroj feemcd to fit on every 
countenance. 

" Nay," he continued, "look upon me 
for that which I am, a poor and harmlefs 
anchorite, one who ftudies the philofophy 
cf nature^ one who faas fhunned all inter- 
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Courfe with the world, 2(nd feete, in thii 
folitary abodb,. the calni* and peafive plta* 
furés of reflediön. 1 2(mmo villain> but the 
vidim o& tfeacheiy. You feem to doubt 
fhe troth oü mjj afferrions; but, furely, if I 
was difpofed^ to a3? the villain, faur are 
fufEGicnt to overpbwer onc.'* 

The trav^lferê,^ who Hadi betn feveral 
times deceivedv caurioufly queftioned hitu 
conceming hts mode oB living, and the 
caufe ft)r fecnefting' him&lfi in the folitudes 
of fo wild: atid unfitquenteda place. 

"^ l caonot,'* faid he,. '^ öjtpikw thei^ tayC- 
tety hsre;;* but i£ you cotxfent ta pafs the 
night witü me, in my habitation^ I will re^ 
late the biftcMy of iliy liffe." 

The ftorm ftill continued with great fury, 
and the horrid idea of remaining in the 
cold and damp recefs of the rock obliged 
them, reluftandy, to comply with the an*- 
chorite*s requeft, and, drawing their fwords, 
bade him lead the way to his- dwelling« 
Grado was defired to loofe the aninials from 
the.carriage, and proceed to a fequefbered 
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part of the folitude^ whete the anchoritc 
faid he would meet him, and point out a 
fecure place to lodge the. beafts in, fuli of 
good pikfturage, and fheltered from the 
weather. This injün^lion poor Grado was 
obliged to comply wkh, but not before he 
had repeated his ftock of prayers for the 
fafety of his perfon from accidents: the 
foul he left to fliift for itfelf. The travel- 
Iers, affer fdlowing the ftranger through 
ièveral unfrequented path-ways^ arrived at 
a dccayed flight of ftéps, which the arichö* 
rite afcénded, foliowed by his guefts;. and, 
opening a door at the top, hé conduéled 
£hem through a gloomy avenue of tallfüreft 
trees, that overfhadowed a venerable ruin. 
Thè ftillnefs 'of the folitude, the fluttéring 
of the night birds as the light approached, 
and the 'rolling of the diftant thunder, pre- 
ccded by 'the blue ftreams of lightnrng, 
imprelTed them with fenfations of horror 
and alarm. Their man^ narrow efcapes 
from the premeditated defigns of villany 
affbrded them the mortifying refieótion, 
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that creduHty is a rooted failing In mair-^ 
kind, and feldom capable of being cor« 
reded by expetieuce* They pafled tbrough 
a part of the cloiflers that were ftanding* 
and, after fome Ikde difficulty, gained 
a wicket, which led into a fmall oratory» 
which was entire, and afibrded a fhelter 
from the inhofpitable elenïcnts. On enter- 
ing this hallowed rctrcat, they difcovered a 
good fire blazing on the hearthi and a plen*- 
tiful fopply of dry wbod piled by the fide» 
A few old gothic chairs, and an oak table, 
were the principal p^t of his furnirure. A 
numberof books lay upon the table^ and a 
krge copboard (no doubt the repoiitory of 
Inany good comforts in the days of the holy 
friars, who inhabited die monaftery) ierved 
bim as a flöre room. He fet before them 
firuit, bread, and fomie Weak wine^ on which 
theyfeafted, withan appetite pröof againfl 
the wbimfical niceties of the palate. A^ they 
wereré^ling thenafelves in this manner^and 
thawking the hermit for his bounty, a voicc, 
V^ithout, was beard crying for afSHance. 
>3 



« Hark!'* faid Alphónfo, "I hear the 
voice*of Tomé perfon without/* 

Their fwords werc inftantly drawn, and, 
expefting the hermit had betrayed thetn 
into the hands of robbers, they were going 
to facrifice him to their füry, when he rccol- 
lefted poor Grado had been forgotten. 

" I will inftantly go in fearch of him," 
faid he, and, lighting a torch at the fire, 
left thé chapel a different way to that by 
which they cntered Every ohe alike feit the 
fcvereft pangs of fufpicion and terror. The 
fecurity a folitude fo 'fcqucftered might 
afford to villatns, created an alarm in the 
minds of the females, that almofk bordered 
upon diftraftion. Alexo, in company with 
Bertram, began fcarcbing the apartment. 
They difcovercd ndthing that at all cón- 
ürnied their fufpicions, until they lifted up 
an old piece of cloth which lay in a remote 
and dark corner of the building, when they 
difcovercd a coffin. Starting backwards, 
they appeared, as it were, chained to the 
fpot with horror, which was perceived by 
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Alphonfo, who, fufpeding fomething more 
thari comtnon was the caufe, contrived tQ 
amufe the ladies, in fucK a manner, thac 
they did nofe witnefs their attidues. Alexq 
lifted up the lid of the coffin,.aad, to their 
uttcr aftonifhment, beheld the mutilated 
ikeletoa of a human being, a bloody female 
garment, and a couple of gold rings wrap- 
ped carefully in a fmall piece of paper , a 
pair of white fatin flippers, ornamented 
with gold fringe, were placed at the feet, 
and 00 the right fide ilood a fmall filver 
Jamp. At the fight of this uncommon fpec- 
tacle, Alexo fliuddered with involuntary 
horror. Bertram carefully clofed the cof- 
fin, and, laying the paul over it, begged 
Alexo to fecrecy, as to the difcovery. A 
light now flafhed in at an old window near 
the door. The hermit foon after appeared 
withGrado, whofe blooming countenance 
» was become more than delicately white, oc- 
cafioned by terrors he had undergone fince 
they parted with him in thfe cavern. As 
the night advanced, Bertram^ anxious, from 
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the fingular difcovery he had made fn the 
anchorice's apartment, to hear th^ hiftory 
of .his life, venturcd to requeft he woulA 
fulfil his promife, and begin it. He rea-^ 
dilyaffented; and, after trioiming the lamp 
and heaping fome frefh wood öiïthe fire, 
related his narration as foHows : 

•* In the younger part of mj Hfe, I was 
pailionately fond of gaming^ a vice tbat toa 
frequently entails upon its votaries diftrefs 
and mifery. It was my fkte to be one of 
thofe unhappy wretches. I fighed ia 
poverty, uiïder the difgraceful appellations 
of a gambiet and a knave. My friends». 
whó had fo often enchanted me with thatde- 
ccitful flattery, which is In general laviflied 
upon the man who revels in the company 
of thofe domeftic robbers, with money and 
credulity, forfook me in my diftrefs, and I 
was hurried by one of therh to a prlfón. 
During my confinement, I contraöed an 
intimacy with a Pörtugueft, of genteel ad- 
drcfs and infmiüating irtanners, who, iér 
fome unknown reafoh, wa^ confined by the 



( »t7 ) 

ftate. He had a neveV failing purfe, and 
wc livcd togetber in a ftate of affluence and 
luxury. One day he came into my room, 
as I was drefSng to dine with him, and 
faid, 

* I have reccivcd an order from the ftate 

* for my überty ; and, if you will accompany 

* me into Portugal, your debts (hall be 
*paid, and a future maintenance provided 

* for you.' 

" To this unexpefted propofal I readily 
aflented; and, after taking a jocofe farewel 
of the prifon, we proceeded to a tavern in ' 
the heighbourhood, and rcgalcd ourfelves 
upon the dainties of the hoft's pantry. My 
brother, by fome unknown means in-» 
formed of my releafe, fent a meflage, that 
he wittied for an interview, upon particular 
büfincfs; but, bcing upon bad terms with 
him previous to my confinement, I de-* 
clined vifiting him, and difmifled a fervant 
with a letter to that purport. He was ava- 
ricious, bigot ed to his own opinion, a man 
ot imnioderate ambition, and paflionately 
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fond of Wömeni To ihefe vices he added 
contctnpt for the deity, mocked evcry mode 
of worfliip, and continually aflbciated with 
men of abandoned anddilToluce charadbers^ 
My Portuguefe friend advifed me byalï 
means to fee him. 

*Hö is your broriier,* faid he; * and^ 
*altboi}gh he may .have treared you in a 

* manner unbecoming and imperious,- yet 

• the ties, by which you are conncfted,- are 
^ ib iacred, that no^ motive whatever (hould 
^ induce you to diA-eg^rd'them as mere £br* 

' • malities/ 

" This fpeeeh- operatöd upon me (b pow- 
crfully, that I confented to his prOpofal>^ and 
we went together to his houfe. Our n^eet-* 
ing was referved. Aiid when.he h^sard öf 
my good fortune, irt having pfocured th^ 
efteem and fi*iend(hip of the Pomigücfe^ he 
became jealous, and now and then dif* 
covêred the haturö of his difpofitiori,' ia 
fentences of irony, applied to me, and which 
ill-ftiked to accommodate our difputes. We 
pafted at night fomewhaifr more friendly 
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tlön we met, and the Porfuguefe, anti nny» 
fclf, aftcr bidding him farewel, went to 
the theatFe. Before the curtain was drawn 
up, we entertained ourfelvcs with indifcri-* 
tninate remarks upon the company a$ they 
«ntered the boxes. Out inquiries ^nd 
wpnderings were continiually atifwered by a 
little dapper fharp-fighted fellow, who^ap-^ 
peared to know every indiyiduaU with more 
thaa common accuracy. 

^ And wbo is that lady/ faid my^friend» 
^.fo young and beauti&ll, and yetclothed 
*inmourningr 

* That is the wife of Don Roderigoa 

* noted libertine,' faid the man. * He has 

* been married tó her about feven days, 
^.gratified his defires, picked her pocket» 
^ and has now diicarded her, Aipon the un* 
^ founded charge of incontinence/ 

" You may guefs my aftoniflament, -whea 
I beard this barbarous accufation againfl my 
brother. But I knew bim- to be capable of 
^xecuting any vjcious p^o^ A» if it appeared 
likely to benefit his fins^icds. The fcorn* 
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iiil f eproaches of mankind made no impreC- 
fionson a mind like his, incapable of reflec* 
tion» and a heart fleeled againft the didates 
of honour and humanity. 

*^ The Gurtain, at laft, djew up, and in- 
deed ie was a lucky circumftance, for we 
foünd our acquaintance a moft impertinent, 
loquacious fellow. 

^ *« We fat the play through, and then re- 
tired to our hotel. In the morning, the Che- 
valier Rinandez, for that was my friend's 
name, received letters of importance, that 
recalled him, inftantly, to Portugal, and 
for which kingdom we fet out poft the 
fame evcning. On our arrival in the city 
of Lifbon, I was introduced by the Cheva- 
lier, as bis intimate friend and acquaint- 
ance, to-the family whcre he refided. They 
received me with diftinguifhed politenefs, 
and a few weeks after I had been there, a 
young Spanifli lady, accomt)li(hed and 
beautiful, paid me particular attention. She 
was an orphan, and pofiefTed c^confiderable. 
property in the province of Old Cailile. 
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Her infinuating manners, togcthw with bfir 
perfonal beauty, failed not to forcc from 
me, in fecret, the fevercft pangs of a grow- 
ing paffion. We frequently met, as by 
accident, in the folitary walks of the gar- 
den; and one evening» as we admired the 
beautiful fcenery which furrounded us, z 
burft of paffion overpowered the doubts we 
bad hitherto mutually entertained of each 
other^safTedions; and, as the paffing cloüds 
dimned the iuftre of the moon, we fealed 
the bond of love with a thoufand hallówed 
kifles. She then told me, the chevalier, 
my friend, was her guardian, and in poffef* 
fion of her property. We were about to 
converfe on this fubjeft in a fmall romantic 
témple, which was fituated in the moft fe- 
cluded part of the (hrubbery, when Rinan- 
dez entered the place : his cloak thrown 
carelefsly over his right Ihoulder, his fword 
lander his arm, and his hat upon his brows; 
he darted a furious look at me, and then 
told me, with a menaclng frown, that I had. 
bctter leave Lifbon, without delay. 
VOL. il. M 
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*Otherwife/ faid he * mifcrcanti yoü fliall 
*feelthe moftfcv€repuni(hment, daring, as 
*you have done, to wcan this lady fpom her 
< fatth, by advifing her to adopta fyftemof 
*'horetical opinldns, What can you cxpcö: 
^from the powerful aüthorky that guards» 
^ with a jeaJous eye, the beioved iriftitution 
^of our catholic religion ? What can you 
^ex-pödtj-^villain ?' 

•^Iwasftruek wkh the moft. profound 
bftooilhment» and, indignant at the manner 
ia wbich he delivered bis fentiments^ began 
to remonftrate» rather feverely, againft fo 
OQprifiQipled and iH-founded a charge. I 
èndeavouittd to explain the* matter, >but in 
vain; hemfbed from the teitiplie, and ex* 
ckimed, as hé left us— - 

• You will ^pent your bypocrify / 

* My God !' faid Laurentina, • what is 
'tobecomeofus?* 

**No time was to be löfi:. I perfuaded her 
AOt to return to the houfe, but to quit thb 
garden, by a wicket that led into thé public 
ftreet} and, proccediDg iihmediately to the 
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Spaniih ambaiS&dor's houfe, related to him 
a faitbful account of the whole cir€un> 
flance, and beggcd his excellency's protec- 
tion and ïnterference« He appeared fenii- 
U^ of }iny innocence; for, having a.perfeft 
knowkdge of the hafty tempers of the Por- 
tuguefe» he naturally concluded that the 
chevalier had beealed away by paifi(»n. He 
defired us to remain in his houfe. wbÖft he 
fent for Rinandez, and difcufTed the fub^ 
jed wich him. Afcer fome time» he made 
h(s appearance» and the whole afiahr was 
argued befpre the ambaflador : hc.waa com* 
pïetely in my favour» and the chevalier was 
difmifièd witb ignomtny« The next mom*, 
ing we were marriedi and, the aflfair bein|^ 
buzzed about the city, aletter wasdropped 
at the door of the hotel where we refided» 
direótedfor me: ön opening it, the con^ 
tents.were as follows ; 

* BBOTHBR SPAKIARD, 

* The Chevalier Rinandez is a villaiiu 
^ The lady*s property is in his hands; and^ 
^ without y9u make application to the Spia« 

M Z 
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* nifli axttbaffkdor, to liavc it reftored, alf 

* efForts will be in vain. A monk, by narhet 
' father Anthony, a mifchievous, deceitful 

* villain, of the order of St. Benedift, is con- 

* cerned with him. If yoo (hould want any 

* evidence to corroborate this, proclaim the ' 

* receipt of the letter in the market-place ; I 

* Ihall be at hand : but, without that, you 

* will ncver hear of me more. Farewcl.* 

* A SPANISH VICTIM 
'TO THE CHEVALIER's CRüEiiTY/ 

•* This letter furprifed me beyond con- 
ception: but, the mode it pointed out, for 

the recovery of the property, was fo judi- 

cious, that I did not heiitate a moment, to- 

comply with the injundtion, and carried it 

tb the ambafladoF.- He read it over with 

aAonilhment, and, taking me with him to 

the /prime pninifter, inflüenced him in my 

favour. He immediately fent an order to 

an officer of the Inquifition to feize Father 

Anthóny, the monk in league with riie 

chevalier. This fiat was punftually exe- 

cuted, and the trembüng friar hrought be- 
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-fore bis excellency. After a few queftioiïs 
had been put to him, hc difcovered the 
whole of the chcvalicr*s villany, and alfa 
the place of his retreat; Officers were fent 
after him; but he had gained intelligence of 
Fatlier Anthony's arreft, and had fled the 
city. He left a trunk direóled for me, 
if I (hould be heard of in two months; and 
which was brought by the officers to the 
palace of the minifter. On its being open- 
od, the writings of my wife's eftate in Caf-^ 
tile were found, a large bag of piftoles, and 
a golden hilted dagger, with this laconic 
note— 

' Take your right, fair lady! The piftoles 

* will carry you to Spain, and the dagger 

* wil! ferve Angelo in time of danger. He 

* will foon bc rewarded^ for the troublc he 

* has'faken to ruin you, and difgrace me.* 

' "This threat had very lictle effeft upon 
my fpirits. The idea of being in poffeflion 
of my wifc's property fufficiently confolcd 
me, and chafed away every unpleafant anti- 
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I cipation that arofc in my mind, in conlc* ' 

quence of tliis letter. After returning my 
gratcful acknowledgments for the civiÜty 
Ihewn me by the ambaflador, I went to 
iny lodgings, and (hewed my wife the con- 
tents of the trunk ; who was overjoyed to a 
degrec, at finding me in poffeffion of fo 
valuable and unexpéfted a repofitory. I 
Ihall digrefs a Üttle from my own hiftory, 
and relate how this chevalier became 
guardian toLaurentina, He had been upon 
iincere terms of intimacy with her father, 
who died very rich at his caftle> in the pro* 
vince of Old Caftile, whilft the chevalier 
was on a viiit to him. The old gendeman, 
on his death bed^ recommended the care of 
his beloved daughter to the Chevalier de 
Rinandez, who faithfuHy promifed to be 
her friend and proteftor througlf life. 
Dazzled with the idea of being the 
guardian of fo ineftimable a treafure, he 
wrote a letter, from Madrid, to his friend 
Father Anthony, who recommended him 
to Fatl\f r Jerome, a friar of the order of Su 
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Dominic, in that city, for advice. He 
waited upon him, and, after Ih.ewing him 
the letter of Father Anthany, lelated an 
account of his goodforfiine,and expreffing 
alfo his intention of making the orphan 
Laurentina his wife. 

.**Thè fubtle frtar conceivpd this to be an 
injudicious.pla;! Ito obtain his ends, and ad- 
vifed him to place Laurentina in a convent 
in Portugal, pay the abbefs a good round 
fum for ^ her maintenance, and enjoy the 
remaining part of the property, free and 
unincumbered. This iniquitous propofal 
elated the abandoned Rinandez beyond 
conception; and, repairing to the caftie, 
he fent Laurentina, under the proredion 
of afaithfulfervant, toLifbon, andordered 
him to lodge her in the houfe of Donna 
Mclinda, ap old procurefs of his acquaint- 
ance, until his arrival. As Rinandez was 
ene evening croffing the ftreet in which he 
lodged, a man feized him by the collar, and 
carried him to prifon. The friar, alarmed 
for his fricnd's fafety, procured (through 
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his Inquifitorial intereft) his releafe ; hut na 
perfon, not even Rinandez himfelf, ever 
knew the caufe of his arreft and confine* 
ment. This accident procured me his 
friendfliip, and the confequent adventuies 
you are in pofleflioh of. 

**My wife now infifted upon leaving Lif- 
bon for her native country. The family 
caftle being now in my pofleffion, I detcr- 
mined to refide there, and difpatched do* 
meftics to prepare k för our reception > as 
it had not been inhabited by any perfon 
but a poor farmer and his family^ fince her 
fkther's death. We arrived at the caftle, 
after an agreeable journey, e^rly in the 
evening of a very fine fummer's day. The 
approach to it was through a valley, fur* 
rounded by the wild fcenery of nature: a 
venerable ruin, as wc pafiëd it, fitvered with 
age, threw me into an enthuliaftic vapture; 
and, naturally fond of romantic edifices^ 
I faw the departing beams of the fun re- 
flcfted by the glittering vanes upon the 
towers, with more than common admira- 
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tion. As the great gate opened to receive 
us, the old hoary porteradded to the beauty 
of the caftle: we weré welcomed with a* 
profftfion of low bows and congratulations, 
and a good fire blazed in the hall, to com- 
fort us, as we regaled ourfelves upon the 
dainties fet before us by the peafant. My 
life now became the fcene of unbounded* 
pleafure. Laurentina, with that unacx:ount- 
able delight with which the mind is often 
impreffed, on revifiting fcencs where the 
days of childhood glided away in the enjoy- 
ment of unreftrained felicity, wept, as fhe 
feated herfelf in the room appropriated by 
her mother for her education; and paffed 
the hours of evening in vifitingthe galleries 
and chambers of the caftle, and, pointing 
out to me, as we wandered through the 
beautifui viftas of the garden, the particular 
fpot that her mother frequented. 

" When, thro' the tall trees* foliage in the wave, 
The light of many. flars rcflcóled (hone ; 
And lonely Philomel> with plaintive Tong,. 
Chccr'd the wild paths of Solitude.** • 
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••Thréc years were fpent in uninterruptcd 
blifs; and a beautiful boy was the fruit of. 
our mutual loves. One night, when the 
famiiy had retired to reit, I was alarmed 
hy a loud knocking at the cmter g^te of 
the caille : I rofe, and drefled myfelf ^ and, 
as I was defcending the great fkircale» the 
porter rapped at the haU door, and informed 
roe that three or four tra?eller» were at the 
gsLte, and aniK>ngft them, he faid, was my 
brother. This circumftaace greatly^afto* 
jiifiied me, for I bad heard nothing^of him 
ilnce we feparated at Madrid, previous to 
my departure for Lifbon with the cheva* 
lier. I accompanied the porter to the tower 
window» aad by the light of my lamp dif* 
covered my brother, mountcd on horfeback» 
and attended by three or four domeftics 
armed, and two other perfons* On feeing 
Roderigo, I ordered the gatc to bc un- 
barred, and admitted them into the court- 
yard. Although the treatmênt I bad re- 
ceived from himi rather merited my re- 
proach and fcorn, yet, confcious of the in- 



falUbilïty of human nature, I rcceived him 
wlch all the asrdour of friendlhip, and a friar, 
who accompanied him, with refpe&ful 
civilky. He made a thoufand apologies, 
for not paying me a vifit bcfore, but faid in 
cxcüfe, that he had been to the (èttleriients 
in Hifpaniola, upon important bufinefs for 
the ftate, artd had not rcturned to' Madrid 
above two months. I kncw he was con- 
ne£ted with a party of vicious young noble- 
men, who hövered about the court; and, 
therefore, did not doubt the truth of his 
ftory. After they bad refrelhéd themfelves 
upoQ fome cold venifon, and the beft wine 
in my cellar, lamps were provided forthem, 
add each was (hewn into hisapartment for 
the night. In the morning I introduced 
Laurentina to my brother, and bis friend, 
thö friar. We p^lfTed feveral days in great 
conviviality and frtendfhip, and the night 
preceding the day fixsed for my brothér's 
return to the capittil, as we were at fupper, 
Laurentina, after tafting fome wine in a 
gobtet, prefented to' her by one of the 
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monK's ferv^nts, fudd^nly flirieked aloud, 
and, falling back in her chair, apparently 
expired in ftrong convulfions. Every 
efFort to recover her was ineffeftual; and 
Ihe was carried a corpk to the cedar cham- 
ber. It is iinpoffible^for me to defcribc 
my fituation of mind. I raved about the 
caftle'in a ftate of difconfolatc fury, wept 
every hour over the body of my unfortu* 
nate wife, and preffed my h'ps to her's, cold 
with the icy touch of death, in a ftate of 
melancholy diftradion. My brpther en- 
deavourcd to confole me with his accurfed 
ideas of religion, and the monk continually 
exhorted me to patience, and obedience to 
my Maker's authority. About the hour 
of midnight I rofe from my bed, and, enter- 
ing the chamber where the body was de- 
pofired, feated mylèlf in a chair by the 
|bèd (ide, to indujge my forrows uninter- 
rupted. In the aft of contemplating a pic- 
ture of Laurentina, when a child, whieh 
was placed over the chimney-piece, I heard, 
with fome emotion^ a vóice, exclaim— - 
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• '*'God Almighty! wheream I?" 

** Therc was an awful paufc for fome 
minutess during which time I looked upon 
injr fituation with the deepeft horror. » 

" My trcmbling limbs could fcarce fup- 
port TBC; for evcry found, which diflurbed 
thefilence of the night, picrccd me to the 
very foul. I was retiring from the room, 
wrapt in the gloom of coivjefture and dif- 
trefs, when ibmething flapped againft the 
window, and, as I turnéd my head to dif-^ 
cover the caufè, I beheld a hand, feebly 
cndeavouring to draw back the curtain of 
the bed; my lamp dropt upon the floor, 
and, rulhing frofti the chamber, I fled with 
the greateft precipitation to my brother's 
room, where I found Roderigo, and the 
monk, in deep confultation. Théy ftarted 
with confufion and furprife, when I entered 
the apartment, breathlefs, and, as ytm may 
cohceivè, my countenance diftorted with 
horror. I rclated my ftory, as well as I 
could, and faw them look at each other 
with fignificanj: frowns ; but thefy at length 
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endeavourcd to afcribe my feelings to the 
ëreams of a bewildcred Imagination. As I 
iloodfliudderingby the fide of my brether's 
chair, expefting to fee the fpirit enter,, the 
hall echoed with loud and piercing (hcieks. 
Thty fled inÜantly, wilh^tbe lamp, to the 
^t, and the apparent (peiStre of Lauren- 
tina prefentcd itfelf before them. The 
inonk made his efcape; but, as my brother 
pafled her, fbe caught hold of his cloak» 
and^ throwing herfelf on her knees, begged 
of him, in the moft endearing manner, not 
to Icave her to pcrifti. The horror, this 
<;ircumftance occaiioned, almofl deprived 
him of his fenf(;s: he called aloud for help; 
BO oneappeared: he attempted to difengage 
lamfelf I but (he refifled his efTorts with im« 
paffioüed prayers. He gtioaned with horror^ 
q^nd was on the point of falling fenfelefs on 
the ground, wfaen flie called him by his 
name, and wept. Hér tone of voice, her 
manner, her fteady adherence to her firft 
requefly and the colour that now fpread 
itfelf over her palid countenance, encou* 
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raged him to conqaer hts fears, and fatisfy 
himfelf as to the reality of Laórentina. He 
put a quedion to her. She anfwo'ed it, 
witb earneft inquiries for me and her childi 
He called aloud for the fervants; but the 
dresUJful idèa of meeting the fpirit of Lau* 
rentina had caufed them all precipttately 
to fly from the caflle. Akhough I was wit* 
nefs to the wbole tranfadion, I could noc 
recover myfelf fufficiently, as to affift him; 
but on heairing his voice a fècond time, I 
entered the hall, and was inftantly encircled 
in the cold arms of 'Laurentina. My fitua* 
tion can more eafily be conceived than d&- 
fcribed. The form of my beloved wife, 
wrapped in its (hroud; her face, fo often the 
fubjeét of delightful contemplatión, pale, 
and bandaged with the fillet of death, ftruck 
me with incredible horrdr: I prefled herto 
my bofom; the quick palpitation of the 
heart convinced me that (he lived. 

* I am cold and weary/ .(he ezclaimed; 
* let me retirc to bed.* 

^^ The fervants had by this time returoed 
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^o .the caftle, and (he was immcdiately pat 
into a warm bed, and fevcral balfamic medi- 
eines adminiftered. She foon feil into a 
tranquil fleep, and I left her iinder thé care 
of an old domeftic, and went down to my 
brother and the; friar, who, I was toïd, 
were in the garden parlour. On! entering 
the room, I difcovêred, with aftonifiiment^ 
one of his fervants lying on the ground, 
weltering in his blood. He waved his hand 
for mé to approach him, when be fpoke in 
thè foUowing f erths : > .' ^ 

♦In mè you difcover the wretcTi who ati 

* femptied.-to poifon Laurentina. it was by 

* the order óf Rinandezv who.perfonates the 

* monk. Beware of his- villany ! If I Jiad 
*fuccccdcd, you was to: have. been dif» 
f patched to iiight.. Your Urother is,..by 
^ profefliön, a tphber, andxoiineftfed with 

* a defperategang of villains that infeft the 
' neighbouringforefts. Xhey wiU arrive here, 
fin an hpur, by appoinfment. Rioandez 

* has ftabbed me,' in his anger> for failing iii 
^* the executioi» pf: the deed»Tr-Oh God ! ' 
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"The ruffian turned xipoH hisfideand 
expired, I ruflfied from the room to Laurcn*- 
tina's apartment, and I entered the cbam- 
bcr with impatient diftrefs. I difeovered 
the monk, coming from the bed fide, with, 
a poniard crimfoned with blood, in his right 
hand. On feeing me in the room, hedrew 
back the curtains, and beheld my unfortu* 
nate wife in the agonies of death, from twa 
{labs (he had received in her rigbt breaft* 
He darted a furiou» look at mei and ilripr 
ping ofF bis habit — 

*Beholdr faidhe, * the mm whom yoa* 
•whüft ba&ing in the funftiine of hits 
•- friendfhip, difgraqed artd ruinedj but the 
^ hour of rctribution is.ïJrrived/ 

♦* As heexukin^yftifetchedforthhis band, 
which grafped thé dagger, ftill reeking with 
thebloodof innodentréi 1 feized him by the 
throat^ and dafbed hirn ohthe grouhd. The 
violence of the fall enabied me to wreft the 
poniard ftom hi^ hand» and, as he poured 
fortb hbblafphemobs execratiöns, Iplunged 
ic deep into tiis hnrt. The awfül time of 
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lijght, and the death-lïke ftilnefs which 
reigned in tlie chamber, impreffed me, a? 
I ftood between the bodics, with feeh'ngs 
never to be defcribed; but, when I turned, 
and beheld J^aurentma, a beauteous vic- 
tim to the refentmcnt of a barbarous villain^ 
' I ftamped upon the body of Rinandez, 
and repeatedly ftabbed it, aniidft the wild 
ravings of defpair. Unconfcious of my 
periloüs fituatioti, I ftretched myfelf upo» 
the bed, in the agony of grief, by the fide 
of Laurentina's bleeding corpfe ; at that 
moment the alarm was rung with grcat vio- 
lence. Under an idea that my fervants 
wcre coming to aifift me, I ruibed into the 
gallery, and. Oh God ! faw, with the deep- 
eft anguifli, my helplefs child, hurried, by 
two rufEans, through the hall into the 
court-yard. Concludingthéy were hismur- 
derers, I ratfed the póniard to my heart, 
and, as I was about to end my miferable 
cxiftence, the blazc of torebes burft through 
the gothic windows in the hall. In an m* 
flant I faw my brother rulb in at the fold-p 
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ing doors, whh a naked fword inr his hand> 
foliowed by five or fix rufEans — 

*RinaTidez,' hecricd, *andfomeofour 
*fellows have difpatched the domeftics. 
^Angelo is our.prey: he rauft be.found^ 
* ere I can call the caftlc mine/ 

" My defpcrate fituation gave frefli vigouir 
to my almoft expiring fcnfes. I haflily re* 
turncd to the bloody chambcr,'and wmp- 
ping the body of Laürent^oa in the monkifh 
habit of Rinandez, took it in rjiy arms^ and 
fled down a private ftaircafe into the fubter* 
raneous pafTage which led to apile of ruins 
at no greac diftance from the cafte, and 
from which I penetrated.by a private patbn 
way, to a wïld recefs in the neighbouring 
mbuntains. 

"Hcre, as the moon flione through the 
branches of the (hrubs that grew upon i^pf^ 
rock^ I kiielt by the body of my wife, and 
devoted many hours to. praycF^ 4nd when 
morning broke, I foiigbt out the moft pri- 
vate cavcrn in the rock, and fecreted my- 
felf in itj until the.apprpach of evcning^^ 
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when (Iripping ofFthc bloody robe, I buried 
the body of Liaurentina inadell, where the 
cftrlieft flowers of fpring grow, in the moft 
bcautiful and wild lüxuriahce. The habit 
of Rinandcz ferved me as a difguife) and I 
pafied into this province as a wandering 
and diilrefTed friar, dctcrmuicd to end my 
days in the gloom of folitude* I was cheer* 
fully admttted into a convent of the Fratres 
Mifericordias, and have been ever fince fup* 
ported by the ofder. My melancholy tüm 
of mind became the fubjeót of thcir fur- 
prife and compaffion; anU to free myièif 
^m any inquiiles, wbich might tend ta 
difcover the caufe of my forrow, I requcft- 
eó percoiffioii to rdtire intd this fotitude^ 
and to JUt^nd daily at the monaftfery fbr 
^^^^^^^^ fuftenance. My requeft Was 
t^nlbftt^'gratiged, and tnany long tedious 
jFealrs havé'I livedy fecluded' from fociefy^ 
m thisrettiote and uilfi^eqMiit^^d piace. 
My afflifbion has been, in fome if^afüre, 
föfiK:ed by the idea that a juft 6öd wiil, 
one day^ avenge cby caliimilws, and, in his^* 
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mercy, pardo» the murder of Rlnandez, 
for no flumber fcals the eye of Providence. 
Every year, on the èvc of the Nativity, have 
ï made a pilgrimage to the fecret tomb, 
where the body of my beloved wife moul- 
dered in the unhallowed dell, and broughE 
back as many bones- as I could conceaL 
In a fepulchre, amongft the mins of this 
abbey, I difcovered a coffin cntire', • and 
inoving it into this part of the building, 
depofited in it, the bloody garment, the 
bonés of Laurentina, and the dagger, with 
which I difpatched the villain Rinandez.'* 
He rofe from his feat, and, pointing to 
the coffin— 

. " Yonder," he continued, " is the monu- 
ment of my' heart-rending misfortunes. 
Nrghtly, iby the fide of that awful fpeiftaïle,, 
1 pray fpr the repofe of Laurentina*s fpirit^ ^ 
and make it my pillow, when, fatiguld 
with watching, I drop into broken flum- 
bers* When I laft vifited the tomb, I ap* 
proachèd near.the cadle, to take a laft fare* 
wel of a rcfidence once the feat of anintcr^ ' 
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^* Aad are thcfe the remains of the ua- 
fortunateLaarentina?'* beexclaimed, wirh 
an affeAionate iigh. 

Althougti torn from her at an early age, 
the faint recolleótion of her endearing 
fympathy for him when a child, united with 
the tendereft feelings for her fate, caufed 
him to feel the moft acute fenfations of 
diftrefs. His father, who had now rc- 
covered from the unexpedied (hoek his 
fenfes had fuftained by the difcovery of his 
fon, came to him, and, with tender admo- 
nitions, perfuaded him to leave the cofEn. 

** You have feen, my father,'* faid Alexo, 
bilt one inftance of my uncle's cruelty; I 
have been witnefs to many; for he was ad- 
vifed to aóts o^ villany, by that fiend of heil, 
the friar of St. Dominic." 

Aiexo iiow repeated to his father every 

incident that had happened to him, iince 

he arrived at the age, when the niiad is 

' capabic, by reflcótion, of feclihg the feveri- 

'tics of misfortune. 

*^ My unde,** faid he, " has, l^ this time, 
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cxpiated his crimes upon the fcaffold- His 
daring robberies, and crucl trcatment to the 
unbappy fufFerers that feil into his power, 
have, at laft, deprived the libertine of exill- 
ence. He reftpred to me, previous to his 
ccndcmnation, the writings belonging t^ 
an eftate in Eftremadura. I am novv going 
to Arragon, to ; refide with this lady, to 
whomlam npw efpoufed, upon the faniily 
eftate of Don Alphonfo, her father." 

Alexo then queftioned Angelö, how 
Roderigo bccame poffefled of the litle to 
an eftate in Eftremadura, and the.reafon 
why he did not revenge his unnatural cru- 
eltics, by an application to the ofïicers of 
juftice, fbr apprehending Roderigo, and 
bringing him to trial ? 

" The deeds hé gave you," faid he, "be- 
long to his own property, gained by his 
villany. Too well aware, that father Je- 
rome was his advifer in the bufinefs, I was 
confident that his influence in the Inqoi- 
fition would have effedtually prevailcd over 
iruth and juflice, and that I (hould bare 
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lell a vi^im to my own temerity, tf I had 
made applicatioti/ for hts arreft. I there* 
'före was determined to feek out a foiitude» 
where l mighc (pend the retnainder of my 
^ay$ id refleétion and traniquillitjrj and» if 
an opportunity never ofiered to bc re* 
venged upon hiai, to die in obfcurity.'* 

The party wer^ alarmed at an unüfual 
noife, behind a mouldering pedéftal, fome 
little dillance from where the coffin ftood; 
but, on fearching the fpot» they difcovcred 
it was poor Grado, fafl; afleep, and fnoring 
infufFerably loud. 

The near approach of mom was an* 
(lounced by a clock in the neighbouring 
convent; and the party, after a little refrelh- 
ing il^ep, roufed Grado from his hallowed 
repoHtory, to prepare the beafts and car* 
riage for the journey. Don Angelo was, 
with great diificulty, perfuaded to leave his 
favourite melancholy haunt, and retire with 
his fon to the chateau, at fome diftance, 
in the province: but, before he complied 
with the requeft) he begged <hac Alexo 
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woiild accompany him to the fpot, where 
he intcnded to dfepofit Laurentina*s re- 
mains. They bore the cqffin, on their 
Ihoulders, to a monument, fituated in a 
retired and gloomy part of the ruin. An 
undulating ftream, wliich flowed near it, 
refrelhed the profufiop of violets that grew 
befide its courfe; the tall cyprefs (heltered 
thefilent walk from obfecvation; and the 
mournful gloom of the furrounding fcenery 
•realized, in efFcét,' the beautiful exclama- 
tioii of an inimitable author. 

^* Oh ! bear iii€> tlien> to vaft «xnbowering fiiades» 
To twilight groves^ and vifionary vales ; 
To W€eping grottoes« and propheiic gloom, 
Where angel forms atfawart the folemn duik 
Tremendous fweep, or feem to fweep along. 
And voices^ more than human, through the void 
De/ep foandingj feize th' enthofiaftic ear.'' 

Angelo, after rolling away fome mofly 
fragments from the entrancc of the fepul- 
chre, depofited in ie the coffin with its 
contents, and fixed the following infcrip- 
tion over it : 
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Ia this coffia * 

rell the mouldcring boncs of 

LAURENtmA, 

a native of Old Caftile, 

and wife of Don Angelo: 

She was murdered, at the tnftigatioa of Don Roderlgo» 

her brother in law, 

by lago Rinandezj a cruel ailai&n. 

To thefe folitudes 

the unfortunate hufband fled for fafety» 

and from 

the powersof thelNQui8iTi0N> 

and wafted maay years in melancholy refledion. 

They carefully clofed the entraticc, and 
retired. Themorning had now brightened 
the eafl with a beautiful yariety of tints» 
and the air, as they paiTed through the 
grove of cyprefs, was enriched with the 
fragrance-of the dewy flowers that bloomed 
befide the pathway. Alexo liflened^ with 
enthufiaftic delight, to the parting fong of 
the nightingales, and the morning hymn of 
the monks, as it fwelied, faintly, at inter- 
vals, along the valley. When they had 
reached the habitation amongft the ruins, 
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they found evcry thing in rcadincfs for tfieir 
departure. Don Angelo, aftef diminilh- 
ing his beard, wrapped himfelf in Alexo's 
doak, and became quite fpruce for a travel- 
ling com[»nion. He only took with hin» 
bis books, leaving his ceU^ ready furniOiedy 
for the next unfortunate anchdrite who> 
might fecrete himfelf in the ruins» 
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CHAPTERX. 

*' Thou knowcft how guiklefs firft I met thy flame, 
When love approached me undcr fricndfhip's name ;. 
My fancy formed thee of angelic kind» 
Some emanation of iW all beauteoos. miAd.^ 



IN the enjoyment of a feafon of happU 
jiefs, wc fomctimes forgec that lifc is fur- 
rounded by evcnts, hid in the womb of 
time, that may on^ day infallibly, deftroy 
our comfort. The Marchionefs of Meridas 
laoked not for the morrow, and appeared 
a ftranger to anticipatioa or refledion.— 
Don Caftellio, a cavalier of infcrior for- 
tune, but a friend of ^hc marquis, was 
introduced into the caftle, and refided 
there as one oP the family. On a fiidden, 
liis natural vivacity forfook hini, and he 
became fond of retirement, thoughtful, 
and dejeded* This unaccountable change 
o 3 
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in his difpoiition appeared to create a great 
degree of alarm in the min(t of the mar* 
quis ; for he was conllantly feen walking 
with hinij in the grounds about the cafUe, 
appareptly in deep and earneft converfation, 
and ufualiy paiTed the greater part of the 
night in Caftellio^s chamber. The mat- 
quis was fuddenly called to Madrid upon 
important bufinefs; and, one evening, as 
the marchionefs was fitting alone in her 
library. Don Cadellio unexpcftedly entered 
the apartment. He prefented her with fomc 
Sowers; and, after the ufual expreilions of 
politenefs had pafifed between them, and 
ibme unimportant obfcrvations upon the - 
weather, a mutüal filence for fome minutes 
enfued. Caftellio at length drew a letter 
from his pocket, and, delivering it to the 
xnarChionefs, precipitately quitted the room: 
flie received it with furprife, and, opening 
it, read, with the greateft aftonifhment» the 
following words : 

" It is in vain that I endeavour to endurc 
my forrows in retircment, whcn tbc caufc of 
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my diftrefs continues fo ncar to me. Oh! 
tbat" it were poffiblc for me to forget her! 
My frieRdfliip for Meridas didates to nic 
the necefiity of fuch a refolution; but I 
am unable to accomplifh it. I refpeót him, 
I revere hrm; but, (diabolical thought) 
cannot refift the croel defire of facrificing 
his happinefs to the completion of mine. 
What an idca ! You ftart and (hudder at 
the fentence. But fotgive me, my adored 
Florella, forgive me, when I declarc tbat I 
love you to diftra<3;ioh.'* 

At this moment, the confctoufitefsof her 
. inability to refift the threats of CaftelUo» 
if, in the fury of his mifguided and di(^ 
honourable paffion, he (hould endeavour to 
accomplifli by ftratagem and force, what 
he could not in any way eflfeft by perfua» 
fion and flattery, ftruck her with the nwft 
forcible degree of horror. She ordered 
her fervant to fleep in her chamber that 
ntght; and, the next morning, addreiTed 
the foilowing note to CafteUio: 
f^ I will not liften to the avowal of a paC» 
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fion that I hold diflionourable and impious 
Forget me, and let thta affair fink ia obh« 
vion.'* 

• He.read k witb the fevereft pangs of dif- 
appointment. His afreétlon, as by magic^ 
was changed' to difguft and hatred. But 
asy in the height of forrow,, he meditated 
upan rev^nge, fhe croflèd the great walk 
ia the garden. The fiends of refentment 
immediately forfook him, fleeing, as it were» 
before an iocrcafed influence of his paffion^ 
He foUowed her baflily through a folicüide 
jn the ^irde^, and difcover^d that ihe en^^ 
,tei:ed a romanüc tower near the canai. ' 
. ^ Wby/' he cxclaimed, " fliould I füfer 
myfelf to be (he dupe of mifguided princr-- 
pies? Are the-kws of friendihip fo facred, 
as tp be revered in oppoficion to the finer 
feelings of the fouk Oh, bo 1 "' Slit mu% 
Ihe (hall Gonfent." , 

The door was open, and, entering the 
apartment with a cautious (lep,, hehad 
feated himfelf by her fide, ere (he perceived 
.hiin» 
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"My God!" Ihc exclaimcd, "as flie 
haftily rofc from her fcat, is it Caftellioi" 

^^It is Caftellio; and it is the man wha* 
adores you. It is he wbo means to facrifice 
bis life at your feet, if yoo refift his defires/' 

He took her by the band, and was going 
to prefs it to his Hps, when (he forcihly dif* 
engaged it, and excbimted, in a tone of ii»- 
d^nant refentment— - 

•«Vilbiin, forbearf Recolleft yourfelf. 
Are you not the friend of my huiband ?" 

<< I do.confefs it. To bim I own I am 
indebted for many trivial favours; biH to me 
he owes his exiftence. If you love him> 
you will preferve his life, by dividing your 
afièdlioo. There is a fecret, wbich, if told 
abroady would doom him to inftant deatb. 
I am in pofleffion of it. He is not tbe. 
Marquis de Ia Meridas, but-— " 

At thts moment the door was burd open» 
and the marquis dood beforc them. He 
looked upon Caflellio with an angry frown^ 
and, taking his wife by the band, conr 
duded ber^almoft fpeechkfs with horror, to 
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the caflle. He there internogated her, with 
feverity, rcfpefting the con verfat ion he had 
overheard, and infifted upon her difclqfing 
• to him evcry circuniftance that had hap- 
pened to her fincc his abféncc. Shc de- 
livered to him Caftellio^s letter, and her 
anfwer. A fudden eontraftion of his 
brows, together' with the palenefe which 
overfpread his countenancc, werc fufficLent 
indications of his feeling». Shc trembled 
for'the confequences. 

" I ihall return," faid he, impcrioufly, 
^to thexoAle, about fun fet." 

The marchionefs now, fbr the firft tirac^ 
experienced the móft acut,c fenfations of 
diflrufb and alarm; the myflerious laa- 
guage of Caftellio, the thoughtful ^^ppear- 
uce of the marquis, together with the' 
fecret conférences' which flie had obferved 
them hold, in unfrequented avenues, coQ- 
, vinced her, tbat fome matters of import* 
ance muft foon, inevitably, be difcovered. 
As (he fat, penlively, at her chamber win* 
dow, which looked into the garden, (hfi 
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óbferved Caftellio, wrapt ïn his clóak» and 
wandering, as if tnelancholy, along the 
borders of a riviilet, which flowcd near a 
vifta to the canal. As he approached the 
caftle, (he heard him fay with emphafis— 

** He will not long interrupt me in the 
attainment of my wiflies : the murder (hall 
be difclofcd/' . 

At the word, murder, Ihe almoft funk 
upon the floor. 

" This myftery/* (he exclaimed, **can- 
not belong-concealed." 

She had fcarce uttered the fentence, 
when the marquis entered the chamber. 
Immediately (he related to him, with un* 
afieded a)ncern, what had happened. Her 
artlefs queilions drevir from him the fign of 
guilt. He turned abruptly from her, and, 
apparenily forgetful öf his (ituation, paced 
up and down the room, as one wild with 
diftrefs, uttering, at intervals, deep figbs, 
and exclamations, of — " Oh God! the vil- 
lain! I wi(h I was in my grave ! 

He défired to bé alone that night, and, 
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carly in theevening, rctired to reft. About 
midnight be arofe, and, arming himfelf 
with his fword, quitted his chamber, and 
proceeded to a gloomy folitude in the 
grounds of ti>e caftle. He tbere irict Caf- 
tdlio byappoiütment* 

** Caftellio," hc «xclaimed, as hc ap- 
proached him, " is a villain. My confc- 
derate and fuppofed friend, to play the by- 
pocrite, is what I never expefted. And 
wby this fiidden revolution in his charac- ^ 
ter ? Can I not account for it ? Oh, yes ! ' It 
is but too true, that the adorcd objcft of 
tny heart is the talifman which draws forth 
his daciining acoufation. But Ihe is prpof 
againil .the charm. Caf^eliio wiU find her 
dimtx than LAicretia in the fupport of 
cbaftity. Could be find no other mecbód 
co bring down the fêverefl: penalties of juf- 
tice on his friend^ or to flienate the affec- 
tions of his wife, tham by difelofing to the 
wcrld the murder of the marquis ? Caftellio 
has debafed the charader of a man, by 
fuch a thought; and» by tfareatening to 
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publiflfi it to tbc wprld, prov^d himfclf at| 
inconfiderate and worthlefs fcoundrel^ fpr 
he was prefent at the deed, and aflifted ia 
the execution of it." , . 

"I dïd fo; and ^cknowledge the juftice 
of your reprpaches.. , But have I (h^red^ 
equally;, with you, the reward of pur, inir 
quity ? Had I not a right to expeft a jóinf 
diftribution of the property we acquired by 
fuchanaar 

. " Vile diflembler !'* criedithe marquis, as 
he drew the lettex from his pocket, . "darc 
you difavow the real and. hellifli motives 
which urged you on to betray me, whcn I 
hold fuch an infallible and damning proof 
of it in my hand ? But mark me» Cafteliic^ 
from this hour I cancel the bond of pur 
friendfliip; and, fo far from fearing your 
hellifti defigns, Idare you to the worft 
Villain, I do. . Beware of ipy revcnge." 

He hafliiy quitted the folitude, and re- 
tired to the caitle. Early in the n[K)rning 
two men rapped at the great g^te^ and in- 
quired for the marquis. They wcre ad- 
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"^ ifiiitted into his cbamber^ and Iield a pri- 
vate conference with him for fome time; 
After the dcparture of the men, he vifitecï 
the marchionefs^ and found her in a (late of 
glóomy melancholy. Sufpeéting the,èaufc 
lo af ife froln the interruption hc had givcil 
tö the cléckfations of Cafteflio, in a mo- 
ment the hórrid fiend of jealoufy took pof» 
feflionofhis mind; and, grafping her by 
the hand, hurried her to the South Tower, 
'dnd 'corifihed hér in a room that had not 
béén irïhabited for many years. 

"Y*óur galtant, your adored Caftdiio, 
öiall foón be with you," he exclaimèd, as 
he led her into the chamber, with a fuper- 
ciÜous finile. 

In vdih did fhe proteft her innocèrice be- 
fóre the face of heaven; in'vaindid Ihe 
refift his efForts to leave her, with thfe moft 
piercing entreaties and tears : he tbruft her 
indignantly from his iide, and'clofed the 
idoor,in the violenceofhisbrutaltetnpfer. 

As the darknefs of the chamber was faintly 
iUiiminaicd by the rays of the fun» which 
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ihone through a cKevice in th,e decayc^ 
boards ihat barricaded, up the windpw^ 
objefts continually glided before her cycsj 
and voices, as of people in extreme diftrefs, 
feenjed to echo along the apartmem. Over- 
powercd with th^ cffeA of thèfe dreadful 
fenfations^.lhe funk Itfelefs upon the floon . 
SheKCOvered, alas ! but to endure tortnents 
of the mpd borrid joature ^ for, as (he burll 
into Cears» a faint groan, uttered by fome 
pne tn the apartment» jpierced her to tli^ 
yery foul. . -^ 

, " Gracious <3od !" (be exclaimed, «* am I 
not alone?*' •' 

She liftened attentively for fome time» 
expeding by tbat means to difcover frorn 
whence the noife proceeded; buc a coii* 
tinued fiience only enfued. 

" I am innocent of any crime, (hé cried,^* 
•* that can roufe the fleeping dead from the 
grave. What, then, have I to fear?" 

Sbefancied (be heard footfteps afcending 
the itairs in the towers ^nd, in exploring 
. her way to the door, to call for affiftan^e» 
? z 
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the gróan was rèpeated. She remaincd for 
föme time fixed to the fpot, with (enfations 
alraoftbordering upon diftraftion : at lengtK 
a voice exclaimed, 

* "Oli, Florelhi! pardon me, forgivethe 
injuries you have fufFered from the hands 
of yóur dying hufband.** 

At this word (he rent the room with loud 
and dreadful (hrieks, and fu pk upon the 
tpdy in a flate of infenfibility. Alarmed 
t)y hér criès, the dortieftics of the caftle ran 
jnftantly to Caftellio^s chamber, ind com- 
jmuhicat'ed the clrcumftance to him. He 
commandcd them tp follow him. They 
entered the tower with fome degree of 
'courage; but when they lieard the groans 
of Gazala (the real.name of the marquis), 
Jn a. moment the room was defertéd by all 
but Caftellio. He proceeded to the cham- 
ber, and, on opening th^ door, found the 
miferable Florella bending over the body 
of her hulband. He feized her by the arm, 
and was dragging her from the tower, when 
h'c heard old Rigo, the vocifcrous gar- 
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dencr, and moft courageous of thc.whdle 
houfehold, afcending the flairs, apd cpn- 
demning the daftardly behayigur of his fel- 
low fervancs in vehement laogua^. 

Caftellio efcaped, by ru(hing upon him 
as he entered the room, and extingui(hing 
his lamp. The fellow, however, foliowed 
him ihrough the gallery; but, unable to 
come up with him, returned to the kitchen, 
and, relating the circumftance to his feUojv 
fervants, defired them to accompany him 
with lights. They inftantly complied with 
his requefl:,.ar\cj, on opening tbc door of the 
jtower, with great aftonifhmenc difcoverea 
their lady weeping by the fide of Gazala> 
who was weltering in his blood* 

He was immediately ren;K>ved to his 
chamber, and a furgeon fent for, to examinc 
his wounds, Ht pronounced ihem mortal» 
and advifed him ^to be attended by a con- 
feflbri A fatber, fróm a convent of wh^te 
peniiepts in the neighbourhood, was fent 
(pr ^ wbo^ being left alone with bim> beatd» 
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i;irich thb utmoft ailonifbment, the foIIow« 
ing dcclaratioh. 

" I livcd for fome ycars in the capacity 
of confidcntial fervant to the Marquis 
de Ia Meridas, who refided at Strafburgh 
in Germany. His behaviour to me was 
more like asfather than a madera and, upon 
his acceflioh to his cafkte and the pröperty 
of the Afturas family, he appointed me 
chief fu perintendant of his affairs. I by that 
means became pofleïïed of his papers, and 
from them learned that his brother was 
confined in the baftille at Paris, for fome 
trivial ofFence, and that his relations lived 
at the extremity of Andalufia. As we 
travelled through Germany, on our way to 
Spain, Caftellio, a favorite footman of the 
marquis's, copcerted a plan whercby we 
might poffcfs ourfclves, for fome time, of 
the marquis's eflates. He communicated 
hisdeiigns tome,and I readilyacccdedtothe 
propofal. We frequently travcUed throügh 
foreftsdiaring.the night for difpatch} and^ 
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as we rode along the path way of ónc of thefc 
dreadful folitudcs, I füddenly called out to 
the marquis to ftop, preteiiding that his 
horfe's flioe was loofe. 

"He immediately difmounted, and that 
inflant we feized hitn by the throar, and 
ftrangled him with a whip. This niode of 
perpetrating the deed was adopted to pre* 
vent tHc clothes being ftained With Wöodj 
for I was obli^ed to drbfs myfelf in his ap- 
ïparél, to perfonate himwithïuccefe. ' Afttr 
throwing the body into a pit almófl fillcü 
with ftagnated water, we rode furioüll/ 
through the foreft, and travellèd with the 
greateft fexpedition'until We arrived at the 
caftlc. ^ ; - 

**As the marquis had neverbeen fééh 
by any of the domeïlics, or the peafanrtry 
*who livèd uponi the eftate, I was li^el- 
comed with great'joy and feftivityi By 
a courfe óf refleótión, however, I became 
haraflèd with the cnormity of my crime, 
and qfually fpcnt the greater part of the 
^ay in %' rdund of diffipation» and eveiy 
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night recired to reft in a ftafe of intoxica* 

tion, purpofely to avotd the horrors of 

confcience# ünablc to bear the load of 

guilt which coniinually opprcffed me, I 

repaired frcquently to Madrid, in order to 

avoid refieétion; and, one day, as I waa 

attendtng to a proceflion of nuns that 

paiTed through the chapel of the Auguftine 

friars^ the.uncommoo beauty of oxieof the 

vjeftals ftruck me with fuch forcible admi* 

T^tion, that I determined to hazard an 

iptrigtie with her. I waited the return of 

the proceffion» which was about dark ; and» 

a;9 if pa^ed under the gloomy porch of the 

jcl[i/ipel> I CQntriv^d to ïlip inti;^ her hand ^ 

billet, which contained an avowal oi .tny 

l^tffioD, projgnifes to maintain her in i^g* 

^ijScence and jve^th, and . figned ^tnyklf 

jk^ Mai:quis pf ^erfdas. .^Jppeffed on tj> 

^e g^te f^ fht .conyenr, .ai>cjy fta^iotiing 

jjiylcijf; by .one of the towers, heard her. 

whifper, as ft\e paffcd (nc, *• pp to thfi 

SpM^ Vickc^.^. ï ijnm^diately ifc^ Jto the 

p|?M;e of rfn4c2Y0^,.^ïKj, .^e^ waiti^jg 
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fome confidcrable time, héard feveral pèr- 
fons near the door, apparently in carheflE 
converfation; tbey foon, however, feparatedj 
and I waited with great impatience for the 
cxpcfted arrival of my Dulcinea; but no 
ene appearöd: at length, however, a billet 
was thrown over the wall ; and, on opening 
it, I found it contained a fevérc cenfure 
upon .iny audacity, and begged I wöutd 
not interrupt the meditatlons of a mind 
jdevoted to folitude, with the falfe profeffions 
of a diflblute paflion, and licennous ideas. 
Chagrined in the extretiie by this remon- 
ftrance, I returned to my lodging, and 
confulted with Caftellio upori the ftep to be 
purfued. He recommended me to perfe- 
vere, and procure, if poffible, an interview. 
In condufting this plan, we ufed a vari^ty 
of artifices without fuccefs; but ohe night, 
made defperate by long continucd difap- 
pointments, I placed myfelf upon the wall of 
the garden, and obferved alight gliinmering 
through the windows of the chapel. Forget- 
ful of fo ra(h a pröceeding, I defcended into 
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the garden, and, tracing my way to the fancr 
luary, climbed up toone qf the cafements, 
and, with the greatéft pleafiire and afto- 
nithment, difcovered the adored objeft of 
my love, trimming a lamp at a fmalJ 
fepulchre under the window» Enrapturcd 
by this fortunate circumftance, I was about 
to enter the chapél, when (hc left ihe place» 
and, with a Jighted taper, proceeded dowx^ 
a foUtary walk in the garden. I over* 
took her, and, extinguifhing the Kghr^ 
deciared myfelf to be th^ perfon who had 
addrefled the billet to her ^ that my lov^ 
was honóurabkj and, if an application tp 
the abbefs would not have any effefl:, I 
would procure a dtfpenfation from the pope 
toreleafe her. from her religioiis obhgations,* 
Fear almoft ovierppwercd her fenfes/*. 

** The time of prayer,*' faid ftie, " is 
nearly arrived, and, if I am difcovered, 
inevitablc deftruAion will be the coafe- 
quence : permit me to return to the convent 
now, and I promife to meet you by the, 
South Tower, to morrow night at rwelvc» 
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I ctnbraccd her; Ihe ftruggled with ap- 
parent reludancé : but wben my lips met 
liers, £he prefled my hand with fympathecic 
'ardour, and, wilhing me a good night, fled 
co her celL I immediately gained the wall» 
and, defcending into the ftreet, retired haf- 
tily to my lodging, and reiated the whole 
adventure to CaftelHo. The ncxt night I 
was loitëring near the mona^ery fome time 
before the clock ftrudk twelve, aiid paflcd 
uway the time in lifteningto a band of Se- 
Tenadcrs who were pafling under the con- 
vent walls. When the long expefted hour 
arrived, I afcended the wall, and in a few 
tnoments witnefled the appearance of my. 
beloved Florella. St. Anna, at that mo* 
ment, ruihed between us with a drawn 
dagger. 

"St. Annal'* uttered the friar, with a 
deep figh« 

" You know her, then, father?" con- 
tinucd the penitent. " She is the mother 
of my wife." 

*• Mercihil God I" he cricd,. as he funk 
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' » 

back in his chair, ,*' is the beauteous Fio- 
rella the wife óf a murderer ?** 
. •* Gazala remaincd filent for fomc time, 
when the monk, who bad recovered from 
his furprife, defired him to pjrocced. 
^ " I imppfed my.felf upon the abbefs for 
theMarquis of Meridas, by means of forged 
letters from Don John De Modena, brother 
to the lady Afturas, I could plainly per- 
ceive that thcfe teftimonials had greatweight 
with heri and, pulhing on my fuit with all 
the elpquence I was mafter of, at laft ob- 
taincd her confent to marry her daughter, 
and the nuptials were celebrated privately 
at midnight in the chapel belonging to her 
own convent. The innocence and beauty 
of my wife foon changed a lawlefs paffion 
to fincere afFeftion, and we livcd in unin- 
terfupt^d happinefs until Caftellio became 
enamoured with her charms, and, to eradi- 
cate her regard for me, threatened to dif- 
.clofe to her the murder of the marquis. 
I rcproved him for his villany, and, refolv* 
ing to be revenged upon fo perfidious a 
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wrètch/ Htred tv^o aflaffins to murder faim, 
at midnight, in his bed ; but they, in ex- 
peétation erf Tcceiving another reward from 
him, dtfclofed the fecret ; and in the evening, 
as I wandered in one of the avenues, the]^ 
came in company with Caftellio, and, ftab* 
bing me in feveral places, left me for dèad 
in the walk. I laid for fome time bleeding 
on the ground, when the ruffians returned, 
and, taking me in their arms, catried me 
to what is called the Haunted Chamber ia 
the South Tower, and threw me, with great 
riolence, on the floor. ï had, in a fit of 
jealoufy, confined my wife in thatchamber. 
It was a barbarous and inhuman proceéd- 
ing, but proved a moft fortunate circum* 
flance; for, on hearing my groans, (he drew 
the fervants to the tower by violent ftirieks. 
The villain, Caftellio, accompanied them; 
and, feeing her by my iide, he ruQied upon 
. her, and was dragging her from the cham- 
bcr, when the gardener appearcd, and pre- 
vented him. He has fled the caftle, but 
may yet be lurking about the grounds ; and 
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to your paternal care I rccommend my be* 
loved Florella/* , 

During the conclufion of Gazala's con- 
feffion, tbc friar was wrapt in tbought; but, 
when the name of Florella was mentioned, 
he burft into a flood of tears, and, turning 
alnapfl frantic to Gazala, 

" You have committed," faid he, " un- 
pardonablc crimes. The cómfortvl can 
beftow upon you» through the means of 
leligion, will be fmall indeed; but it (hall 
be adminiftered/* 

Afterbe had given him abfolution, Ga- 
zala inquired particularly for Florella, and 
begged to fee her. 

The friar trembled, and perfuaded him 
to the contrary. He rang his bell, how- 
ever, with great yiolence; and, aftera few 
minutes had elapfed in perfeft filence, the 
ÜQund of footfteps echoed along the gallery. 

The friar ballily quitted his feat, and 
was proceeding to the door, when it open- 
ed, and the difconfolate Florella enterèd 
the apartment^ His face was inftancly 
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fmothered in his cowl; and, paffing by h«r 
wich an agitated ftep, he gained thé gal- 
lery, ere he recollefted that he had left a 
book upon the table, with his- hanae wrtt- 
len at length in the title page. He re- 
turned to the chamber, when he heatd 
Gazala fpeak as follows— 

" My life, Florella, is drawlng towards- 
z clofe, and co that holy friar I have recom- 
mended you for proteétion.'* 

She burft inra tears. 

" I have been foully tnurdercd by CafteU 
lio. I am not the real Marquis of Meridas, 
but praótifed that abominable artifice upoti 
your mothcr, and forged letters from Don 
John De Modena, to induce her to confent 
to our union, as I difcovered from her own 
declarations, that (he had been treatcd by 
the Afturas family with more than common* 
refpeft." 

He appeared at this moment to be faint- 
ing : the friar ran to the bed fide ; but he 
was .ftruggling with the agonies of deatb; 
For fome time he lay fpeecblefs, and appa- 
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Kntly in great torture s wben, endeavburing 
to rife in bis bed, he feil back upon his 
pHlovir, and expired in dreadful convul- 
ÜQjns. The fituation of Florella can better 
be conceiyed than defcribed ; for fuch is 
the charader of the female fex, in many 
inflances, tbat although they are opprefTed 
with injuries, and treated more like flaves» 
than objeds who are entitled to our protec- 
tion and regard, they continue their attach- 
ments with un(haken fidelity: feeking, ia 
the hour of diftrefs, to meliorate, by atten- 
lion and fympathy, the fufFerings of th^ir 
unwarnintable tafkma(lers> when ne^ledt 
and contempt would, in fuch cafés, de- 
fervedly be applied. She continued by the 
body of her hufband until near midnight^ 
wbeh (he retired to her chamber. It was 
tbe fanve which had been occupied by St» 
Anna, during her refidence at the caftle. 
She funk upon her couch, and endeavojared 
IQ obtain a few hours repofe. When (he 
ajofe, (he found the night not far fpent; 
xlhr moon beams ilill glittered on the water» 
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and a folcmn filcnce reigned around tïie 
caftle. She feated herfelf by the window, 
andt'taking her Jute, played afavouritc littlc 
melancholy air, which her mother had 
taught her in the convent. When (he had 
finiflied it, (heobferved the/riar under the 
tower, lifltening with great attention to her 
lute; and, as he fixed his eyes (teadfaflly- 
upon the window, (he heard htm fay» 

** It was in.that room I firft beheld the 
beautifui and unfortunateSt. Anna. What 
a dreadful gloom now fcems to appear ia 
cvery part of thefe folitary walks, once the' 
delight of her ingcnuous mind. Then it 
was, that J could boaft the pofleflion of a 
tranquil mlnd. And, long had I remained 
mafter of that invaluable treafure, but for 
the powerful influence of a vicious paffion. 
Can I meditate in the folitudes without 
a tear? Can I wiinefs» atnidft the deep 
fcrenity of. the night, objefts that were 
once the care of Sc. Anna, now wild and 
negleftcd; without the bcartfcit pangs of 
horror? H6w often have I lifkened to that 
^ ^3 
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air, rtow played by her difconfolate child^ 
with unwearied atteïition. Tliat friendlefs 
unfortunatc to bé tbc wife of a villain, a 
murderer,— Ob, heavcns!", 

He burft into a flood of tcars, and retircd 
haftily down the avenue. Surprifed at this 
fingular fpeech, Florella rofe from her feat^ 
and paced up and down the chamber, 
wrapt, as it werc, in. the gloomy anticipa* 
tion of impending mifery. Her tears ceafed 
to flow, and her eyes apparently, with the 
impulfe of infanity, roUed wildly in her 
head. She flopped at intervals, and with 
deep fighs exclaimed— 

•* Did he not mention the name of my 
mother? and with fuch emphafis and for^ 
row, — Merciful God! It is impdïiblc. 
Yes» it muil be the dream of a bewildered 
brain.'* 

The morning dawned. She faw the friar 
quit his melancholy haunt, and enter the 
caftle— 

*' Go," faid (hc, to her fervant, ** go» 
and requeft the friar to attead me; if he 
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knows my mother, he cannot refufe, in 
this diftrefiing moment, to comfort and 
proted me/* v 

In a few minutes he entered the apart*» 
ment, with bis face buried in bis cowl. 

" Bchold," fhe cried, " an innocent vic- 
tim to treachery, finking beneath the 
weight of her misfortunes. Behold her 
placed in a (ituation, fcarcely credible, 
without afriend to whoni (he can apply for 
advice or confolation. Oh! that my dear 
affedionate mother could be informed of 
my (ituation! In her bo(bm I fhould find 
an afylum from the perils that furrounded 
me. Yes^ Sr. Anna would proted and 
comfort me/* 

'* St. Anna!** exclaimed the monk, al 
he threw back bis cowl, wild with diftrefs^ 
** I am your protedor, your father.'* 

•*My fathcr! grcat God! Shc ftartcd 

with violent emotion from her fèat, and 

looked upon the pale and almofl; fenfelefs 

firiar» whh marks of diftruft and horror. 

'^Ycsi'* hc cominüed, ** beforc you 
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ftands the depravcd, and guilty Jeromc. 
Forgct thofe facrcd ties by which we are 
conneftcd, forlamunworthy of them, and 
look upon me only m the light of a friend.** 

Convulfive lïghs burft frótn her heart, 
and, as he appfokched, to aflifl her, Ihe 
fwooned in his arms. When fhe recover- 
cd, fearful of bcing again thcobjeö of the 
friar's unnatural and licentious cruelties, 
(he threw herfelf upon her knees before 
him. 

¥ Your child requefts you," fhe cried, 
^* to refpeft the facred obligations of a pa- 



rent." 



"Ahl that fatal illufionwounds me to 
the very foul. My child! — before my 
God; do I.fwear to proted you wuh a 
fathcr's lover 

He prefled her to his bofom, and, fof 
fome time, mingled his tears with thofe 
óf his tmhappy and ill-fated daughrer. 

During the day he Icft her, to dircft 
fome neceffary pre'parations. rcfpeéling the 
interment of her hulband's body^ but in 
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the cvening he vifitcd her agaln^ and con- 
tinued witb her uncU near midnightj when 
he retired to his chamber. Sle^ep fled his 
pillow; the agitatiopofbismind compelled 
him to feek comfort in devotion ^ and, deal- 
ing fqftjy from his room, he fought out, in 
the folitudes in the garden, a fmall oratory» 
dedicated, by the lady Afluras, to mid* 
nighc prayer. He had often, during his 
refidence in the family, indulged his medi- 
tation in this confecrated fpot; and, as the 
piercing familiarity, with which evcry objeift 
flruck him, brought back to his imagi* 
nation that delightful period, when his 
mind, untutored in the vicious artifice of 
impure ideas, was the feat of unbounded 
happinefs; he wandered to the grotto where 
he firft feduced St. Anna, and, taking a 
pencil from his pocket, vyrote a letter to 
her, expreffive of his forrowfui contrition. 
Early in the morning he ordered the grave 
to be dug in the fmall chapel that belonged 
to the caille, and then retired, to confole 
his beloved Florella. The proceffion com« 
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menced at midnjght. The glaring of the 
torches amongft the old foreft trees bend- 
ing tó the wind, as they paffed oh to the?' 
grave; the fole^rnn appeètrance of the bier, 
and the piercing forrovfrs of Florella, ftruck 
eyery'one prefect v*itb an awful fenfe of 
the cereniony. They had nearly reached 
the oratory, which was ilkiniknated for the 
purpofe, when fcveral voices eommanded 
tüem to flop, and left the bier upoft the 
ground» Confufion and tcrror wcre vifible 
in their countenances ; and, erè they had 
time to queftion e^ch ether cpiKerning the 
caufe of this alarm, four men, habited 
in long cloaks, approached the bier, and, 
throwing afide the paul, forced open the 
coffin, ftripped the body of its (hroud, and, 
thrufiing it into a large faek, uttercd the 
foUowing words : 

** The Holy Inquifition is our authority 
for this aa." 

All now was horror and diftrefs. The 
friar, rcgardlefs of cvery other circumftancc 
that claimed his attention, ran in fearch of 
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fiis daugKter, whom he.found fenfelefson 
the ground, furrounded by the female part 
of the femily. He took her in his arcns, 
and fled with the-greateft prccipitafion to 
the caftle. On entering the hall, he found 
it filled with men, armed, and dreffed in 
travelling habits. They readily gave him 
affiftance, and entreared him to fufFer them 
to call theirmafher. 

** Who has ufurped/* cried the monk, 
*' the dominion of this caftle ?'* 

At that moment, a tall man, in a rich 
drefs, entered the hall, accompanied by a 
ftrangcr of genteel appearance. He looked 
flernly at the monk, and queftioned him 
concerning Florella, who had juft recovered 
from her indifpofitio'n* 

" She is the unfortunate wife of Gazala, 
the late pofleflbr of this manfion,*' faid he. 

" Ah ! is it poffible, that fo lovcly acrea- 
ture (hould be the wife of that abandoned 
villain, the murderer of my brother ?" 

" Brother !•• 

** Yes, reverend father, before you ïlands 
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the brothcr of thip ill-fa^l Marquis of 
Meridas. I have iMiexpeftedly arrived in 
Spain, on being libcrated from theBaftille, 
Avhere I have been cohfined for many years 
for fpeaking contemptuoufly öf an infigni- 
ficant and worthlefe courtier.- I haftehed 
to co^gratulate my brother on his acquifi- 
lions; and as I flopped at a fmall inn, in the 
village of Briego, a man, whom I was pofi- 
tive I had feen bc'fore, accöftéd me by my 
name, and reqiiefted to be in private with 
me, fora few minutes. Iconfented; firft 
promifing not tó interrupthim in his jour- 
ney, in confequence of any thing he told 
tne. He then related to me the horrid 
murder of my brother, and the fituation of 
the villain who perpetrated the crime. 1 
begged of him his name; but he refufed to 
teil it. My fervants watched him narrowly 
uritil midnight, when he fuddenly difap* 
peared. I returiied to Madrid, and pro- 
cured officers to feize the murdcrcr, in order 
that he might expiate bis crime upon the 
fcaffold— " 
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Florella burfl into tears. She was con- 
dufted to her chamber, and Jefr, attended 
by a female fervant, to fcek fpme refrefh-' 
ment from repofe. In the evening (he was 
vifited by her father, who told her that 
Don Volio, the brother of the murdered 
marquis, who had come to take pofTeflion 
of the caftle, fympathifing with her in her 
diftrefles, had promifed to fend her in his 
carriage, uoder an efcort of four faithful 
domeftics,. to Madrid. Overjoyed at fo un- 
expefted, but pleafingan event, (he begged 
that her journey might not be delayed, as 
the fcenes around her ferved only to in- 
creafe the melancholy rcfleftion on her un« 
happy fituation. The friar informed Don 
Volio of her requcft; and, early in the 
morning of the next day, the carriage was 
in readinefs at the gate of the caftle. After 
coUeAing her little ftore of valuables and 
books, Ihe took an affe«ï>iona'e farcwel of 
her father, who, gave her a letter to the 
abbefs, and, bidding Don Volio a poiite 
adieu, deparicd, attended by a female fer- 
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yant, for the convent of St. Cathcrine in 
Madrid. Jeromc continucd watching the 
carriage, until it difappeared on the diflant 
hills ; whcn he fct ofFfor his convent, witb 
a hcart too forrowful and opprefled, to be 
relieved by the gloomy fcenes of a cloifter» 
She arrived at the convent in perfed fafety, 
and, after prefenting the fervants with a 
gratuity for their care and attention, hur« 
ried through the cloifters to the parlour, 
and inquired for the abbefs. St. Anna 
entered the apartment with a countenance 
fuU of joy. 

" My daughter," faid (he, " this unex- 
peded vifit is more than I fliould have 
thought of." — 

Florella burft into a floód of tears, and 
delivered the letter to her mother. She 
opened it with a tremblinghand, and her 
undifguifed horror, at feeing the fignature 
of Jerome, compelled her to refrain, for a 
few minutes, reading the contents. They 
were as follow : 

** This letter, my belovcd St. Anna, 
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is written on the very fpot where I firft 
feduced your afTeétions, under the facred 
guife of friendlhip. Every idea of that 
crime is attended with an unconquerable 
degree of forrow. Accident lately placed 
me in a fituation, where the tender atten- 
tion of a father became requifite for the fal- 
vation of our child. Ah, St. Anna! the 
beautiful Florella has been married to a 
villain. He proved to be the fervant of 
the Marquis of Meridas, whom he mur* 
dered it» Germany, and has, for fome time, 
affumed the title of his maller, and been 
in pofleffion of his property. He deceived 
you with a letter, faid to be written by the 
nncle of the marquis, but which he forged. 
He has treated the unhappy FJorella with 
bnital and cruel feverity. He now moul- 
ders with the dead in the prifon of the In^ 
quifition; and (he is returned to claim thé 
proteAion of, I hope, an indulgetit and 
afiedionate mother. 

JEROME.'» 

'Sfa$ feit the coafcioufnefs of her tetxierity^ 
R a 
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in hafteniDg the celebration of a marriage, 
upon fuch trivial evïdence of Gazala's titlc 
10 the property of the Afturas* fatnily, as 
the produétion of a few letters from Don^ 
John de Modena. 

'^ Lament not,'* (he exclaitned, as (he 
prefled her daughtcr to her boföm, " your 
unfortunate iituation. I own my indifcre- 
tion was great; but> to guard againft guilt 
and infincerity, isbeyond the ordinarypow- 
ers of the human mind. I (hall ever curfe 
the houT when I refigned myfelf to^the fatal 
influcnce of pride and credulity." 

She paufed, and, in a faultering toné» 
inquired of her daughter, to what convent 
Jerome was baniOied, and if (he ever heard 
Jbim menüon her name? 

" He is now re(iding/* faid (he, " in a 
convent of White Penitents in Arragon, 
and I heard him call upon your name, and 
curfe his perfidious conduft towards you^ 
in the height of unfeigned diilrefs.'' 

^' My God !'• (he cried, as (he funk 
int<H^ cbair» ** what feelings are thefc-— chis 



( 185 ) . 

unufual trcmbling?— My heart pAlpttatcj— *v 
A fudden coldnefs fteals all over tnc«^I atn 
faint,— Affift me, Florella!— Oh, Jcrome!'* 

Ie was fotne time befbre the abbefs re*- 
coyered ; when (he liftened to a narratioft 
of her daughter's misforiunes, and, confi* 
dering hrrfelf the fole caufc of hcr'diftrcfs, 
conjured her to forgct her forrowa, and noC 
to dweil upon the remembrance of an iJl« 
fyjocd villanous huiband. 

*« He called on God,** faid (he, *'to wit- 
nefs the juftDefs of bis profeffions : and that 
God hts now puniflied his impious tecae* 
rityl" 

St. Anna frequently wandered alone, 
amongil the romantic waiks of the garden^ 
at the ciofe of day, to indulge herfêlf to 
the pleafing talk of refledion ; for the Icttet 
of Jerome rcTived the mournful rcmem^ 
brance of her love for him, and of intern 
views almofl forgotten^ As ihe perufed ir» 
Ihe wotild frequenily exclaim-— 

*• Written on the vcry fpot, where hc 
R 3 
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firft beguiled me 'with the fair form of 
'*friend(hip! Oh, merjciful God! And yet 
, ihy mind, ever aftive to refent that bafc 
and premeditated injury, cannot now refift 
the impulfe of an unrequiced and deftruc- 
tivc paffion.*' 

. The misfortunes of Abelard and Eloifa 
becameher conftant Audy ; and thofe bours, 
once devotcd to prayer, Ihe fpent in wecp- 
ing over their mutual fufFerings, with the 
tendereft fcelings of fympathy. She now 
cxperienced the efFeft of an erroneous opi- 
Bion, too frequently entertained by the fcx, 
that the inexorable rigours of a monailic 
Üfe can finally eradicate thé natural fenfi- 
bility of their being; and that ill ufage will 
compel them to forget, that they are fal- 
liblc. — Vain, and irrationat ideas!-^he 
concealed her fenfations from the lifter* 
bood, and attended to the concerns of her 
holy family^ as ufual^ but, at midnight, 
Eloifa could not repeat, with more empha- 
fis tban St. Anna> 
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Tears ftill are mine^ and thofe I need not fpare; 
Love bat demands what elfe were (hed in prayen 
No happier talk thefe faded eyes purfue ; 
To readj and weep, is all tHey now can do. 

The vaultcd aifles, and folitary avenues, 
wcre alonc her chief refort in her leifure 
hours. Her fondnefs for Florellaincreafed; 
and, inftead of lamenting the villany of 
Gazala> fhe rtjoicéd in her return to the 
order: flie infpired her with a love for 
religion,. but checked, at the fame time, 
the growing influence of enthufiafm. She 
particularly explained to her the origin of 
religious eftablifhments ; the means by 
which they acquired fuch fatal influence 
over mankind ; the vicious intercourfe car- 
ried on between the votaries of both fexes, 
under the mafk of religion; and the real 
and meritorious defigns of fuch inftitutions. 
Florella looked upon her fituation in a 
light very different from the generality o£ 
the nuns; She juftly confïdered the con- 
vent an afylum for the unfortunate, and 
not as the prifoQ houfe of religious devo^ 



tces. St. Anna too foon expcricnced thofc 
faial effefts, which flow from indulging the 
plcafing forrows of returning love: (he 
w^s feized with a fevcr; and the mind, 
unable to free itfelf from the taflc of fup- 
porting in ficknefs the heavy load of afHic* 
tion, yieldcd to its influence, and (hebc* 
came delirious. After fome weeks had 
elapfed, the abbefs recovercd; and, loök* 
ing back upon her paft conduék veith a 
degree of (hame, bJulhed at the remem- 
brance of her weaknefs, and eiideavoured, 
although in vain, to recover her womedcha»» 
ra6:ef. One evening, as flie wandered for 
the air with Florella in the garden, 'a letter 
was brought to her by a fifter :-*— (he ftop^ 
ped, and, looking wildly at her d^ughter» 
hurried her along with her to the cell. Sh« 
there, on opening the fatal letter» fwooned 
én her mattrefs. Florella, ftruck with hof rot 
at the circumftance, examined the letterj 
and foond that itxame from Jcromc. 

The friar reached his convent during the 
mght, and throwing himfelf^ as ht ente^ed 
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his ccll, upon his couch, gave himfelf up 
to the horrors of his confcience. ]^e had 
privately ftudied the religious principlcs 
of Luther; and that zealous proteftant be<^ 
ing then well known in Italy, Jerome^ after 
figning a violent abjuration of his catholic 
opinions, fled from the feft in the night» 
and bent his way towards the €onfines of 
France. During his journcy, he piiblicly 
preached in fields and folicudes the doe* 
trines of Luther; and, having gained a few 
ilHterate followers, he commanded them to 
lign a recantation of their catholic princU 
pies. The news, however, fpread abroad; 
and, ere he had reached the foot of the Py- 
rennees, the familiars of the Inquifition 
overtook him, and, feizing him and his 
partizans, carried them to the dungeons of 
that fatal prifon. He was inftantly recog« ^ 
nifed with aftonifhment by Don Medilla 
de Grado. As he queftioned him with^ 
haughty feverity, refpcding his conduS:, 
the friar proudly exclaimed— 
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*'I am a murderert And, whcn I look 
back upon the errorsof my life, my imagi* 
nation pidures to m^ the dreadful puni(h«- 
ment that awaits the guilty; and yec have I 
received, from the hand of an holy and reU«> 
gious friar^ the confoUtory adminiftration 
of abfolution for all my paft.crimesl He 
told me lp rely upon the faith of his reli«- 
gious benedidions for the falvation of my 
perjured foul ; and yct am I (lill the prey 
Xif tormenting refle Aions. Is it pojQïble for 
me to believe that a monk can eradicate or 
even protrad, the miferies refulting frotn 
iniquity ? Can he wa(h out, with confecrated 
water, the remembrance of thofe bloody and 
cruel tranfadions, which I fandioned and 
committed» under the mafk of this Holy 
Creed ? De Carros and Biflare moulder in 
their unhallowed graves. Oh God! they 
died unjuftly! Can I forget, that thefe 
hands for ever wiil appear fleeped in thetr 
blood ? Can I forgct my defpicable treat* 
ment to St. Anna and FlorelU^ Canthepre^ 
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cepts of that reÜgion, wbich authorifes its 
YOtaries to purfue the fyftem of pcrfecution, 
aad indulge fhemfelves with lawlefs and 
cruel dccrees againft Innocence and Virtuc, 
aflift the ferious meditations of a mind 
labouring under the horrors of a guilcy 
confcience? Oh, no! I have been made 
a villain by my religion, but cannot find 
in it the virtuous excellence of oblivion. 
From thls hour I abjure the Creed of pur 
moft holy catholic faith— and, through the 
mcdiation of our bleffed Saviour, implore 
the mercy of an infulted, but all-forgiving 
God. The facred law requires that blood 
(hould be the price of blood ; and, whether 
fpilt by the executioner or the criminal, 
will, I hope, if it is poffible to be credited, 
cxpiate the crime that demands fuch a 
dreadful punifbment. It is but momen- 
tary; my mind is made up to it : prepare 
your racks and flames ; I fear them not : 
for J die a martyr to the moft abandoned 
and blafphemous Creed of the catholic 
faith.'' 
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It is impoffible to conccive the a(loni(h-^ 
ment this fpeech created in the minds of 
the Inquifitors. Jerome, late one of their 
confederates, conviöed of herefy, called 
forth their feverefl indignation. He was 
inftantly condemned to die by fire. 

On hearing his fentencc— 

" Exult, imprifoned foul!'* he cried, as 
they dragge.d him to his dungeon,"ia the 
triumph thou haft completed." 

It was there, that he wrote the letter to 
St. Anna, which contained the foUowing 
words: 

"You will, my beloved St. Anna! no 
doubt hear with furprife, that I atn now 
under fentence of death in this damnable 
Inquifition. I have abandoned thé precepts 
of my religion, and glory in the aft: for I 
have found more effential comfort in the 
doftrines of Luthcr, than in midnight 
praycr, and hypocritical fanftity. My 
crimes are great; but, I truft, I (hall be 
forgiven. Was I confcious that you would 
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(hed one tear for the fatê of him« who.hts 
ever laoiented his barbarous conduó): to- 
wards you, with fevere and unfeigned con« 
tricion, death would beecnbraced wïth teA- 
fold felicity. To morrow I am to meet 
my fate at the flake; the hour is eight in 
the evening, When you fqe the clouds of 
fmoke afcend, the foul of Jerome wiil bc 
wafted to the throne of heaven ; and, there 
only, wiil it (hudder at the fentence of the 
eternal Judge. I tremble not at the tor-^ 
ments I am about to fufier, but exult ia 
my recantation. Adieu, my St. Anna !--• 
adieu, my beloved Florellal — ^My daugh* 
ter — think of me when I am no more; 
and forget, in the remembrance of my fuf- 
ferings, thofe detefted crimes, which were 
the bane of my exiftence. Adieu, farewel 
for ever ! 

jtnoMc" 

When St. Annarecovered from her indif- 
pofition, (be read the letter as one in diftrac- 
tion. 

"At eight," (he exclaimed, "hc quits 
this world for ever !" 
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Tearsburft from her cyes, as (he lookcd 
with horror towards the towers of the In- 
quifition; and abforbed, as ie were, in 
grief, the time pafled unnoticed, until the 
fatal hour; when, accidentally turning her 
cyes to heaven, (he faw large columns of 
fmoke afcend, and roll horribly, amidft 
the coming glóom of night, to the iky. 
She immediately 'quitted her cell, and 
ran, Ihrieking with diftrefs, to a folitude 
in the garden, where Florella and fome of 
the lifters fovind her ftretched lifelefs on - 
. the ground. They bore her back to the 
convent, and, with the greateft difficulty, 
xeftored her to her fenfes. She fat at her 
window during the night, with her fwoUen 
eyes turned towards the prifon -y and as, 
at intervals, the fparks floated in the air, 
when the aflbes were removed, flie Ihed a 
thoufand tears in the anguifli of her foul, 
and, from that momemt, vowed to immure 
herfelf no longer in the gloomy ways of a 
monaftery, She lookcd upon the emblems 
of idolatry, which furrounded her, with an 
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eye of horror; and, as (he mufed alone 
upon her misfortunes in folitude, ftie wrote 
the foUowing lines : 

REFLECTIONS IN SOLITUDE. 

YE time-worn domes, all hallow'd and dlviae> 
Where rays of glory on the virtuous fhine; 
When dire misfortune, in my early years« 
Doom'd me to conftant mifery and tears ; 
I then^ impaffion'd, fought your bleft abode> 
And gave my life a facrifice to God» 
Bttt tiow, when fummon'd by the taper's light> 
To wafte in penitence the hours of night» 
Or Aear the death bell tolling» fad and flow» 
The folemn anthem, and thevoice of woe; « 
No more my mind with bigotry adores 
Thefe dafky emblems of immortal powers ; 
Nor Superllition's holy law reveres 
But mourns its frailty, with unceafing tears. 
' My breaking heart now prompts me to dedare, 
'Tis love that guides it from the w^ys of prayer; 
And (huns with horror thefe prophetic glOQms» 
Dim walks of death, begirt with mould'ring tombt» 
For here pale Melancholy oft retires. 
And youth, enflav'd, in plous dreams expires ; 
Here beauty blooms, onfeen» in dreary fhades» 
Haants» that np footilep from the world invadei ; 
% z 
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Anjlf Wfctdftd orplians^ with injni&e driv^s^ 
Tq iirek tbr comibrt in tlie thooghts of hcaVo» 
Droop o'er tlieir ills, and filently complainj 
Bewildered TÏ^ms of the troubled brain. 
Say> can tfac organ's foul infpiring tones, 
Cold marble dames, deck'd with hnman bones^ 
Ijonemidnightwatchinga, veils, or friars graven 
Heal the deep wonnd, that firft Afiedion gave? 
Oh, no !^ch awfbl rite may ferve to move 
The foul to piety. The heart to love 
WiU ever yidd a fond endearing ilave, 
Till forrow fink^ the vi^im to the grave. 
When laft I witne&Mj in the face of heav'n, 
A beaateous fifier to oblivion giv'n, 
Metl^onght I heard, faellde thé facred fluincb 
Some angel whifper, with a voice divin^— 
<Fly, fly'the: curfe! thy God will ne'erre^airo 
* The fours. repentance in eternal fire, 
^ For one tranfgreflion, one unholy deed,. 
' By reafon f^ndlipnM. and hy love decreed. 
' And though no father, hufband, brother, friend» 
' With deep fêlt grief thy fiineral rites attend—- 
' Nor yonder aifle, which glim'rlng lamps illume, 
' Indulge thy afties with a fculptur'd tomb— 

< When the pale moon beam iheds its trembling- 

' light, 

< Atid Contemplation hails the placid night-* 
' Befide thy mofs-grown grave, in lonely dell, 
' Shalt forrowing fiflers in- devotion dweil ; 
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< And moarnbeneatli the glitt'ring wilbw's (hade> 
' That hides th' unhallow'd fpot where thou art 

« laid, 
' Thcir kindred fuff'rings ; M to diftant (kies, 
' Attendant fpirits waft their plaintive fighs ; 
' And> in their airy courfe, aloud proclaim, 
* Throagh iieaven's wide way» thy confecrated 

* name.' 



The fifters had now learned the caufe of 
herdiftrefs^ and, fearfulherconduftmight 
cndanger the nioral habits of her feft, or 
eradicate iheir love for folitude and celi* 
bacy, ihe determined upon . quitting the 
convent, and retiring into Switzerland.— ^ 
Her unconqwerable affeftion for Jcromc 
alfo required fuch a ftep ; for the fcenes 
around her, only ferved to heighten' the 
feverity of melancholy refleftion. 

Every thing being prepared, St. Anna> 
attcnded by the weeping fifterhood, quitted» 
the monaftery at midnight, and, accompa-' 
nied by her daughter, iravelled with the; 
greateft difpatch until (he reachcd Lau- 
fanc. 

S3 
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It was in a fmall romantic ylHage near 
that töwn, where (hc fixed her refidencc. 
Their cottage was fituattd at the foot of a 
mounmui» covered with the moft bcautiful 
(hrubs, wkere &\t ereéted an altar» facr^d 
to the lovesof Abelardand Etoifa, and, in 
the remembrance of her own misfortunes, 
found» that love, once known» can never 
be forgotten. Her attentien to the inhabi- 
tants foon endeared her to'themall; and 
Florella attraftéd the notice of the curate» 
ir man not in years, but a proteftant, and 
of a turn of mind peculiarly adapted to 
that of St. Anna. She ^ncouraged h\% 
vifits, by becoming his pupil in religidu» 
fentiments, and, in a little limc, fuccceded 
in uniting him to her datighter; T6 the 
decline of life their days were fpènt in in* 
Bocent and uninterrupted pleafure; and 
St. Anna, in the contemplation of Florcl- 
la's happinefs, rcgretted not the fraiky of 
her nature in youth, nor the indifcreet 
confummatioa of her daughter's marriage 
with Gazala. 
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CHAPTER XL 

»« YE Yftö^yss lov, whcrc the mild wKifpers \jtC^ 
Of fhades, and w4Qtoa winds^ and ^ufhiog brooks^ 
On whofc freöi lap the Swart ftar fparely looks, 

Throw hither all your quaint enamerd eyes; 
' Bring the rathe primrofe that fot&keü dies^, 
Witfa cowilips wan, diat hang üielr p^nftTe head. 
And fioiurfits» of a thonfand hues, 

Tq duew the laUFcat hearTe, where Lycid lies.*' 

MUTOV, 

AT (he ond of the fecond day's journejr, 
tiie travellers dopt at a cottage, by^e fbad 
fide, and inquired the neareft way tQ the 
chateau de Brun« 

The peafant direftdd tben» up a long and 
be&utiful valley, at the end of wbich Dost 
Alphonfo difcovcfted the garden waU of hi& 
villa. Sotifè fervants were waiting his ap«< 
proach, and, on their arrival at the gate, 
ufhered the party into the houfe, where a 
repaft was fet before them, in a parlour or« 
namented with defcr^tive figures, worked 
in tapeftry» from the ballads of the m9ft 
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pleafing poets, The houfe was fituated on 
the top of an eminence, that commanded 
an extenfive profpeft over the furrounding 
couhtry, which was beautifuUy diverfified 
with wood, water, and mountain fcenery. 
Clean the would often wander by moon- 
light with Angelo, amongft the neighbour- 
ing romantic wilds, to mufe upon the pic- 
turefque and fublime fcenes with which 
they aboundcd; and, when the evening bfrd 
fung fweet.in the deepeft folitude of the 
grove, to relieve her mind from melan- 
choly reflcdions, (he turned her thoughts 
to the ftudy of poetry — ^An ariiufemcnt, 
which never fails in producing its efFeft;. 
whether written undcr the preflurê of for- 
row, or in the fwect delirium of love. In 
a part of the ruins (he wrote the following 
Vines: i 

PERCHANCE 'tis here, that poor Misfortane'« j 

child, . . 

Some beauteous vedal» Love's devoted flave» 

The ling'ring hours in penitence beguiPd^ 
Or, hopelefs, found a xcfogt in. the grave. ^ 
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^óïfi m I f ace thk xnould'riog ruin nsund^ 
£|iU«e»'d oaly by tk« wild flower's bloom» 
Metbinks an bollow and prophetic found 
CoQies, awful» from fome baplefs mourner's' tomb->« 
Again it whifpers, <* Witb unhallowM tread 
'*- Waice not the fatired flumber» of the dead?* 
S^ri^-^f fiicb tbou art«-f^l come not boH^ 
Witb ikf p» profant, at twijigbt» t^ inv^dt 
Tby folenm fa^doarx^^or fainted tow^r^ 
Bat wander, at tbi3 dark and pleafing boo^ 
In filent fóKtude's deferted ibade, 
1^ monnra'fkte, dülraftiiig and feVe r o' ■ 
To eafe é bititt, witlk. nifflrjt oppnaft^ 
% fertatcr i>rraw'4^ and by léyediftifvft. 

Ons cvèniiig^ t&. Aie was taking hei ac- 
cirfkoitoed) waik ta tbe feikudey a SpaniGb 
foktteiv appaircntl)r wom out with fatigue^ 
aad in greac ék&ttk, mqmvtd th^ neucQk 
way t0 die chat^au de Brun^~ 

" Yoa pathway," faid Clcamhe, " I»d» 
dire<%lj to the boafe;" and pafltd on. 

As (he mturned, Aogelo met her in the 
valley. He tooh her aflfedionatciy by the 
band, and pipceeded fomc way by h^r fide, 
ere be fpokc. 
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** Clcanihe," faid he, *' whcn we furvcy 
the world, with the ^ycs of compaffion and 
philanthropy, misfortune (hould not eradi- 
cate that fenfe of gratitude we pwe to oür 
Maker, for not placing us in a iituation 
worfe tban that whick we enjoy. If the 
calamkies of this life are fuch as might 
force from us the fevereft refleftions, we 
(hould recolled, that it is but a pilgrimage 
to thofe realms of happinefs, where the tear 
h wiped away, and afflidioh ceafes — " 

Clean the grafped his hand; and begged 
him to be brief. 

" My mind," faid fhe, " is fteeled againft 
the impreffions of misfortune, and my heart 
has almoft forgotten its natural fenfibiiity. 
Your fpeech, Angelo, feems to be the pre- 
lude tofome recent calamity; teil me the 
worft: — what am I to expeft?" 

" Your brother, Jacques," faid he, as 
be burft into tears, " is dcad. Your 
mother, afflifted at the unexpeóled news, 
feil fenfelefs from her chair ; and, in the a,& 
of raifing her from the ground, Alphonfo. 
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perceivcd fome marks of blood upon the 
floor. On a minute examination, he found 
that (he bad received a dreadful contufion 
in the back part of her head from the fall. 
She now Itcs dangerous ill, and defircs to 
fee you." 

Cleanthc raifed her eyes to heaven, and 
addreffed herfelf to the deity — 

«* If it is thy will, O Lord ! that I (hould 
go down in forrow to the grave; no mur- 
muring (hall mark me for.thy difpleafurev 
My tears, (hall be the facrifices of my heart, 
upon the altars of piety and refignation. 
Oh! Angelo, were it pofïible for me to 
belicve there is an unequal diftribution of 
happinefs ia this life, I (hould inftance 
myfelf as a viftim to the Almighty*s unme- 
rited wrath — ** 

She refted upon his arm, and they pro- 
ceé<fèd, (ilent and in tears, to the villa. 

On her entering the parlour (he was met 
by her father — 

" My Cleanthe!" he exclaimed, as he 
bxirft into tears, and buried his face in her 
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bofoin-—^* Yo.u will foon be iek i^iob$mt ft 
:inothw !— without a fri«ncl, but ypur^if- 
confolate fathcr. Yoör brothet is no mpie. 
Hïs death is confirtncd by Bertram» wbo 
peFfeoat«s the Spanifh foldiér , and who (aw 
him committed to the grave/' 

"Bertramr* (he flifieked~*^Merciful 
God ! — whcrc am I ?-^Oh, hea^ns! iiijr 
longloft lovc. — ^But, my motber!"— 

Sbe funk into a cbair, and re(n4ined for 
fomc time with her eyes fixed on t-be ground, 
asif inaflateof iniênfibility : butgnef^when 
it has gained the raaftery of the beart,cannot 
long be concealed j it will either wafte itfelf 
in floods of tears, or prey upon the mind 
in mekncholy fiience. Although her be- 
loved Bef tram, wbom (he had {o long been 
feparated from, was by her fide, fiie con- 
tinued to gaze upon her father wkh the 
wildeft look qf horror, tiU fumniQped 
to her mother's chamber. — As (he entered 
the apartment, her fteps trembled, and an 
involuntary dread had nearly deprived her 
cf her fenfes. Supported by her £ather, (be 
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róached the bed fidc; butivhen ffiexur- 
tains were drawti back, and <he dHcóvercd^ 
her mother, pale and cmaciated—^whchhcr 
eyes glanced upon hef deareft friend, and 
óbfervcd the livid latiguor of death fpread-' 
ing itfelf pver her countcnaticc-**-when flie 
faw the teaf fteal down her cheek, as^ flie 
ftretched forth her hand to CIcanthe, with 
paternal fbndnefs^, (he funk fenfciefe into het' 
father's' armss and fdr fome höürs réinkihed 
in the moft violent* and dillreHing con'^ul-^' 
ïions. On her rccovéry fliedefirèd to fee 

her mother but Clarinda wdè nó'more 

— (he had died- during the iliheis óf lier 
daughter.- .»....:: /:. . i. " 

When this-a^fiilciredmÖaince'wasicom-^ 
municated tó her, .Ihe rufliécf into thc^ 
chamber, and, throwing heffelf upon the' 
body, bathedit with floods of tears. 

*''Cruel Providence!" (hc exclaimed, 
*♦ why was il ordaincdy that I ffiould bethc 
Cpott öf'uncéafing mfifcry? What havd I 
dóne, to deferve thefe unparalleledcalami- 
lies?" 

VOL. II. T 
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. She pau(edi and, after gazing wildly upoti 
the corpfe for fome minures, addrcffed her- 
felf in fervent praycr tq heavei>. 
^ About tte hour of midnight, Bertram, 
wkh the donieftics. who were watching tbc 
body, perfuaded her to retire to reft ; and, . 
as they were leading her from the bed fide, 
her father entered the room, pale and 
breathlefsv He fpoke not to any one, but, 
hurrying to the body, kifTed it, with feem- 
ing imp^ffioncd pleafure. 

" My fatber !" laid Cleanthe. 

**Mydaughter!" 

A burft of forrow enfued. 

'* I have in my dreams fuffered beyond 
defcription. I thought your mother came 
to me, as I repolèd upon a yerdant bank 
near the ruins where we found Don An- 
gdo, and wamed me, in a voice of fwecteft 
inelqdy, to prepare for deatb. I rofe to 
clafp her in my arms, but flie yaniflied.— 
The ftriking of the convent clock roufed 
me from llumber. I fied hither, not know- 
ingwherelwent.— — Whatj ifthefedread- 
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ful images, thatfloat upon ttic brain» (hould 
be realized ? What, if you fhoüld be léft, 
an orphan, in a world of villanjr, expofed 
to unfeeling cenfurc and contempt?" 

« Oh God!" (he exclaimed, " talk nat of 
fuch diftrafting events ; — ^let me perfuade 
you to retire to reft. I will do the fame. 
Sleep will be of fervice to us both.'* 

He embraced her afièdionately, and 
parted with her at his chamber door. 

For many days did the miferable Cle- 
anthe vifit the chamber, and weep over the 
body of her beloyed mother; and, when 
laid in the coffin, flie dreft it with the 
fwcetcft flowers that grcw in the folitary 
wild near the villa. 

The evening at Icngth arrived, whên the 
difconfolate huflband and Cleanthe were tQ 
follow her mother to the grave. She waa 
buried, at her own defire, in a folitude of 
the neighbouring convent garden, at the 
hour of midnight. 

When the proceffion feached the gatc, 
a funeral bcll wai tolling, and tht brother* 

T Z 
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^ood waiting in the court-yard to receivé 
it. Some carried in their hands a crofs 
or lighted taper, fome ftrewed frefli blown 
flowcrs jupon the ground, whilft a feleft 
party ranged themfelves on each fidc the 
coffin, and fung a melancholy dirgc. The 
following Unes were engraved upon a tablet^ 
and fixed over her grave: 

' Stranger ! beneath this dewy mould» 
Wfaer€ early fiowers their budsuAfoU^ 

A modber's afhes red : 
With no unholy paflion tear 
The tributes qf the vcrnal y^ar, 
' With which the turf is drest. 

- Büt'licTe, at eve, in Xcmcly wrld; 
.. With Hiute Affeiai)n':s forrowtpg child. 
Her facred virtues . mourn ; 
,Dr, 'neatJb yon artcient hallow'd yew, 
y^ith fympathetic tears bedew 

The mofs-grown, mould'ring urn. 
r • . 

' It was Pon Angelo's intentton, at fome, 
favourable period, to vifit the remains of 
his wife, in the fepulchre amongft the 
luins, He chofe this opportunity of coni- 



! ( 109 ) 

pleting his defire, and propofcd that Don 
Alphonfo fliould accompany him. . 

** It will in fome meafure," faid he, 
** relieve your mind from thofe mclainchóly 
refleftions, which eycry day force you into 
folito^e,. tQ weep over the memory of the 
loft CiSuBdi c, Your grief will continue its 
Icveilty, whilft you remain here 5 for, if . 
you only wander in the garden, the droop* 
I ing flowers, that were planted by her hand, 

! cail forth your compaiEonate protedion. 

I You gaze upon them in tears. You leave 

1 them with regret. By travelling, the mind 

Will be relie ved i for, after having vifited the. 
ruins, we will proqeed to the Pyrennees." 

"I ncvcT can forget her,** faid Alphonfo, 
as he clafped his hands together, with pious 
refignation : "for, if I (hed not my tears at 
her tomb, or in the folitudes of thefe be- 
loved fcenes, where we once roved together, 
climate and variety cannot root out the 
fwcets óf reflcdion. — ^I call ^hem fweets, 
Angclo ; for there is a fccret plealure in 
diflrefs, which no one buc tholè who 

T 3 
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have feit it can imaginc. But I .wül {tccom- 
pany you." 

Previpus to the departure of Angela and 
Alphónfo, Bertram was, by the advice and 
with th,e approbation of both parties, mar- 
xied to his Cleanthe; who, anxio,us to 
know the fubfequent adventures that befel 
him when Roderigo tore them afunder in 
the caftle, requefted he woxild relate them. 
They were aS follow : — 

" After that fatal night," faid be, " in 
which we were betrayed to Roderigo by 
Dorinda, i»y mind became the feat of me- 
kncholy and defpair ; for, cpncluding that 
the villain had ftabbed yoii, I feit a degree 
of contempt for my exiftence, that almoft 
bordered upon infanity. We travellcd all 
night at a round gailop ; and, wben the 
morning broke, I found, by the converfa- 
tion of my guides, that we were purfuing 
the high road to France. We ftopped for 
rcfrcfhment at the fign of the Golden Eagle, 
in a fmall villagc at the foot of the Py- 
rennees, and there I opened the note which 
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was. thrown into my prifon by Gordez. 
The purport of it was this : 

* The two men, whoare jtocondudl you on 
* yourjourncy, are. ignorant of the roads^ As 
*foon as the party leave them,make the beft 
^ of your tirae,and try toefcapcbyftr^tagem.' 

** Although the note did not convey 
tbat intelligence which I expefted, I fuUy 
underftood its,meanin§, and accordingly, 
when we had crolTed the Pyreonees, ^nd the 
pajrty quitted company with my two con- 
dpótors, I took an opportunity, by artful 
queftions, to learn whether they were, or 
were not, at all acquainted with' the route 
intended to be purfued. They difclaimed 
all ideas of ignorance, pretending, at the 
farae time, a perfeft knowledge of the 
French roads and bye ways of the coun- 
try ^ but I difcovered, by ccrtain whifper- 
ings and manoeuvres, that they iutended 
to hire a guide at the next village. This 
gave me great fatisfaftion. I flattered my- 
felf that I might, from the few valuables 
left in my poflèiliou^ gain Um oyer to my 
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intereft, and, by that means, make my 
cfcape. We arrivcd at a lone houfe on 
fome mountains, about fun-fet ^ and it was 
theré that the intended guide was bired ; 
but the agreement was fo fecret, that I 
knew nothing of the matter until we 
werc about to depart on our journey. The 
night was very fevere; and, although we 
travelled at a great rate, and my conduc- 
tors well (heltered from the weather, they 
grumbled terribly at their occupation. In 
about an hour after we had quitted the inn, 
we entered upon a wild and defolate heath« 
The wixid ho'wled moürnfully along the 
waüe; and, ere we had proceeded a quarter 
of a mile, one of my attendantsfcU very ill. 
We inllantly halted, and, difmounting, 
latd the poor fcUow, half expiring, upon 
tbeground. I then, by his converfation, 
found our guide to be an old Swifs oftier, 
apparently fuU of conceit and hypocrify.*'— 
• Thefe is a houfe,* he cried, * at a Httle 

* dtflance from hence; let me flcp there for 

• fome affiftancc j the man wlli die clfe.* 
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** Itht ruffian inftantly confented,-— I 
feigncd great forrow on account of the 
ficknefs of his companion, and pretended 
to affift him; but as he ilood over the 
body, apparently in terrible agitation, I 
contrived to flip into the pathway our guidc 
was purfuing, and fled after hinx with 
the greateft precipitation, I was enablcd 
to foUow him by the refiedipn of bis Üght 
and the found of his horfe's feet, and coa- 
tinued fo clofe to him, that I could not 
Jofe him eafily. A ligbt at length dartcd 
through aclumpof low trees, and, perceiv- 
ing the old guide quickening the pace of 
the animal, I exerted myfelf in proportion. 
When he alighted at the door of the hut, 
be rapped loud, and requefted admittance. 
An old man opened the window, and, after 
hearing his tale, readily gave credit to Jiis 
report, and joined him with a lantern and 
fome cordials. No fooner were they out of 
hearing, than I ventured to rap at the, door. 
An old woman appeared at the window^ 
and inquired who I was, and my bufinefs. 
1 told her tliat I was a bewildercd travellef^ 
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and bégged to know my nearelt way to the 
ncxt village. She gave me a pcrplexed de- 
fcription of the pathway I was to purfue ; 
but, urged by the terrible idea of again 
falling into the hands of my conduftors, I 
trufted K) my fate, and croffcd the dread*' 
fül wild in the line (he pointed out.*— As 
tlie morning broke over the hills» I dif- 
covered the village Ipire, and, baftening 
my fteps, gained its entrance before any 
of the inhabitants were flirring, fave 4 
fmuggüng induftrious pawn-broker.— — 
To avoid fufpicion, I entered his fhop» 
and exchanged the clothes on my back 
for a foldier's jacket and trowfers; and, 
having purchafed my accoutrements of 
him, jogged on merrily to a fmall paflado 
in the centre of the town, where I ftopped 
for refrcfhment — I had not been rn.the 
kitcben long, before a fervant came to me 
and faid, that as I was a fpanifh Soldier, a 
gentleman, who was dying in the houfé, 
would be glad to fee me. A fudden cold- 
ncfs fprcad all over me : I thought the vil- 
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lains had difcovered me, and took tbat 
method to entrap me; but, re(blving upon 
a fcuffle before I furrendcred, I fixed the 
bayonet on my mufker, and foliowed the 
fervant to the fick man*s chamber. When 
I approached near the bed, the curtains 
were dniwn back, and my aftoniHiment is 
incredible, when I beheld your brother 
Jacques in the arms of death. I defired 
the fervant inftantly to quit ^the room, 
and made myfelf known to him. He ap« 
peared cxtremely furprifed; but the tear 
that rolled down his cheek, as he grafped 
me by the hand, convinced me how happy 
he feit himfelf in having a friend by him in 
his laft moments. I inquired how he came 
in France; bat he was tod weak to teil me* 
He requefted pen, ink, and paper; they 
were brought him» and he wrote, almofl 
qninteliigibly, that I (hould find you at the 
ducteau deBrun in Arragon ; to go immedi* 
ately^ and report his death; to' take every 
tbing he pofleflèd, and fee him properly 
buried. In about an hour afcer he bad done 
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this, he took me by the hand, and, ttirning 
himfelf upon his pillow, cxpired without a 
groan. I inquired, of the phyfician who at- 
tended him Jf he knew any thingconcerhing 
him; but eould gain no Information from 
any perfon refpefting the myfterious bufi- 
nefs. At the end of three days, I faw poor 
Jaques earried to tlic grave; and, after pay- 
ing the expences he had incurred at the • 
inn, fet out for the kingdom of Arragon. 
1 travelled comfortably and uninterrupted, 
until I arived in^ Spain; when, ftopping at 
an inn, to take fome refreftiment, I faw my 
conduftors' faddüng their hories in the 
yard ; although it- was impoffiblé for them 
to difcover wha I was, yetthevèry know.* 
ledgc I had of myfelf caufed me to'think I 
iookcd fufpicious, and I trembled' every 
flepltook, until I had got ttiahy miles be-- 
yónd the viHage. Fronri that* time ï hap- 
pened with no othèr circumftance of con-* 
fequence, but arrived fafe in the kingdom 
of Arragon. I there inquired for the cha- 
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teau de Brun, and, belng direfted the 
nearcft way to it by the peafants, found, as 
I deiired, a reward which fufficiently com- 
pcnfates me for all my troubles and mif- 
fortunes." 
The families of Bertram and Alexo lived 
j in ftrift friendfhipj and, as they bad füf- 

fcred together in mrsfortunes, ihey now 
fliared the blcffings of peace and afïluehce; 
whilfk Angelo and . Alphonfo fixcd their re-- 
fidence at the foot of the Pyrennecs, in a 
folitary village, for the purpofe of medita- 
rion and.refleftion— 

** For the energy, neceffary to the perfor* 
mance of great adtions, elevatton of cbarac- 
ter, and flability aad firmnefs in virtue, is 
no where fo eafily acquired as in folitude, 
and nevet fo efficacious as by religion/* 
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ERRATA. 

Fage 17, Vol. I. for «* that " reid " whom."' 
— • 146, IJi the second line—** but" dele. 
*— -- *5«, *'IV inihc 7tb line, dele. 

Vol. ir. 

Page 21, for ''previoiis,*' read '*previoii9l/.** 

, 15, irtthepoêtry, for. '' wtrn*/' rwd •'«ririi.*" 

— 104, for "letter," read '• letter»." 

XI 5,. for '• attldudei," read •' attltudet;* 

-.-, t%6, for " btldg," read "natwe/' 

-I-— ao|j fox '-' danöerwii/' rwwl "dangerously^" 
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